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CHAPTER I. 



OUTSIDE TRAVELWNG. 



\Near the great gate that led to ChastijDgton- 
hall stood a small pablic-lioiise— the Sandyford 
Arms ; it was about a quarter of a mile from the 
village, and had been established chiefly for the 
accommodation of the servants of visitors, and 
of the labousera empbyed m the, grounds. At 
.this house the London ooadies wese in the prac- 
tice of stopping to deliver letters or parcels, as 
the case happened to be ; but in the opinion of the 
passengers, to enable the drivers to regale them* 
selves in the morning ^nith a .glass of rum and 
milk, and in the- evening with a draught of ale. 
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CHAPTER Ir 



Here our jiero, in due time, after pamag the 
Countess, was set down fix>m the top of a coach 
which left London the preceding day, but so co- 
ve«^ wiih duflt that a ftttoir-fftsaengcF ef the 
sister isle dechured that if he was a potato he 
might grow, without any other phmting. 
.iV^Lcb^tpA alighfuig, procured materials for 
,; .•^washkig, fivei tlfamged his dress ; and as Mrs 
** ^pi^ir;tiib*]kif<fiady, was an agreeable talkative 
matron, he bespoke a bed, conditionally however. 
" I would like vewi weel, unstress, to bide wi' you," 
said he ; ^* and maybe I may do sae, so ye^U hae 
the considerateness to keep a bed, at least till I 
come back from the HaU ; but if I shouldna hap- 
pen to come back before twelve o^clock at night, or 
sae, ye needna esqpec me.^ 

The truth was, that he counted on being invi. 
ted to take up his abode at thcHaQ ; but in case 
of disappointment, took this method of having 
another string to hi* bow. 

When he had equipped himself in the wonted 
style in which he was in the practice of visiting 
at Sandyford-hottse in London, he proceeded up 
the grand avenue to the portal of the mansion. 
But as he approached nearer and nearer, and the 
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upadottB aiid richly adoTBedfront^iridt the name* 
ttms ^ded spires, pinnades, ftnd denies cBlated 
in his view, his Wonted confidenee began to fafl, 
and he experieneed a feding of diffidence that had 
nev^ to an eipial degree aff^^ted him befinre. He 
wondered what eenld be the matta with himself, 
cemsidering how intimately aeqnainted he was with 
the Earl. In a word, he felt as abashed and out 
of sorts, as a young tidUeman does in going to 
court for the first time, althongh assured of a gra- 
cious reception, both from his personal knowledge 
of the monarch, and acquaintance with the princi- 
pal attendants. 

When he reached the portal, the gate was open, 
and the porter was absent, so that he entered in 
quest of a door to knock at, or a beU to ring; but^ 
before he had adranced many paces, the porter 
came to hhsi^ (an old corpulent, and somewhat testy 
as vreH as fp&oA personage) and gruffly inquired 
what he wanted. 

" I am come frae London,*^ replied Andrew, 
stin tmder the repressive influaice o5r the genius 
of that mi^n^cent mansion, ^^ on business wi** my 
Lord.'' 

Peter Baton, the porter, surveyed him from 
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bead to foot, itnd thought there was not mui^h of 
the arrogance of a gentleman in his look or garb ; 
and his face had the tinge of a rustic exposure to 
the weather — ^the effect of hia outside travelling. 

^' My Lord is out, young man, a-riding, and it 
wiU be some time before he returns ; you may 
therefore step into the servants^-hall and rest your^- 
self. There is plenty of good alefor all strangers.*" 

This was said in a more civil tone by Baton, in 
consequence of the humility of Andrew^s appear- 
ance. 

Oiur hero, however, did not accept of the hos- 
pitable recommendation, but replied, ^^ I'*m vera 
much obliged to you ; but 1^11 just dauner about 
in the policy till the Earl comes in, as my con- 
cern's wi' himsel."" 

At this crisis, however, his Lordship rode into 
the Court, and instantly recognized hiih with all 
his usual jocularity, which sent honest Peter Ba- 
ton to his post grumbling, wondeiii^ who the de- 
vil that queer chap could be, and concluding in 
his own mind that he must be some apprentice to 
one of the Jew money-lenders, for whom the woods 
were so rapidly thinning. 

The moment that Andrew was in the presence 



vGooQle 



OITTSIDE TRAVELLING. 5 

of the master, his habitual ease returned ; and in. 
going into the library with the Earl, gave his 
Lordship such a description of his adventures in 
the journey from town, as effectually cleared, as 
the Earl himself expressed it, the dockweed from 
his stagnant thoughts. 

' "If your Lordship,^ said Andrew, " has never 
travelled on the tap o^ a coach by night, I would- 
na advise you totryH; for although I cannily 
placed myself between an Irishman and an'auld- 
wife, in the hope that the tane would keep me 
awake by his clavers, and the other by her datter, 
and so save inefrae couping aff, a* was naethihg, 
even m! my own terrors firee gratis, to baud me firae. 
nodding as if my head had been an ill sew^t on 
button ; and the warst o^ a'* was, the deevU o' an 
Irishman, though he was sitting on the Very lip o^ 
the roof, he had tee mercy, but fell asleep as 
sound as a tap, the moment his tongue lay; and 
was every noo and then getting up wT a great 
flanl^t of his an»8^ like a goose wi*" its wings 
jumping; up a^ stair, alarming us a^ as if he was in 
the act o^ tumbling down aneath the wheels. And 
then the carlin» sb^ gripplt wi' me like grim death, 
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8t every jog^ the coach gied; sa that if^ by miy 
mischaiice, she had been shocked aff, whar wmdd 
I hae been tfaenF It's reaUy, my Loxd, an atrfii* 
thing to travel by night on the tap o^ a coach."" 

" True, Wylie ; but why did not ye take the 
inside ?"" said the Earl. 

Andrew did not choose to confess the real sa- 
ving cause, conffldering the liberal provinon hia 
Lordship had procured for him; bat, eva£i^ the 
question, replied, ^ It's no every ane, my Lord, 
that can thole the inside o" a coadh, especially the 
foreaeat that draws badcwazd*"^ 

^^ Ay ; but what prevented yon fiom taking 
the other f" cried hia Lordship, who correcdy 
guessed the true reason of tibe preference for the 
outside. 

^^ Ye may wed say that, my Lord ; but Ithought 
the outside would hae been vera pleasant ;. and, 
indeed, naething could be mair sae, as we came 
trindling along in the dewy eye o^ the morning, 
smelling the caller air frae the blithesome trees 
and hedges, a^ busUt in their new deeding, like 
lads and lasses dressed tot a bridal.^ 

'< Poetical, by all that^s marvellous r exclaim- 
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od tbe Etrl at this sdly ; ^^ tihere la no exhimst- 
ing the mcomprehemlible treasury of thy accom- 
j^hments. Sidney and Ciicbton were as the 
million compared to thee."^ 

Andrew assumed an extremely well feigned 
seriousness, and replied, ^^ I ken your Lordship's 
joking way ; but whatever may hfippen, I trust 
and hope Fll ne'er be ony sic thing. Foeticals, 
my Lord, are like heather flourishes-^-a profitless 
Uoom— bred in the barren misery o^ rocks and 
moorlands.-*— Na, na, my Lord, I^m like the piper's 
cow, gie me a pickle pea^trae, and sell your wind 
for siller. That^s the precept I preadi ; and I 
wadna, my Lord, after my journey, be the waur 
o' s bit fodder just noo.^ 

Lord Sandyford was not altogether deceived 
by this whimsical speech ; but he rang the he^y 
and ordered in some re&eshment ^^ My mo- 
ther,'' said he, ^^ is with me at present, and we 
must wait ^nner for her. By the way, as she's 
one ci the old school, you must be a little on 
your p and q's.** 

*^ Unless,^ r^ed Andsew, ^^ she's greatly out 
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o' the commoa^ I daie sSay 111 be able to pit-up 
wither.'* 

'* That I don't doubt ; but perhaps she may 
not be disposed to put up with you. LacKes of 
a certain age, yon biow, will have their own 
way.'' 

^^ Ay, lay Lord, leddies o^ a' i^es would fain 
hae thdr ain way, an we would let them. Hows- 
ever, I dare say the auld Countess is nae sic a 
camstrarie commoditie as maybe ye think. If I 
anceget her to laugh wi' me, VH maybe gar her 
do mair-^or the young Leddy, that was aye as 
mim as a May puddodk to a^ the lave o' mankind, 
made me, ye ken, just a pet.^ ^ 

The Earl's count^Muce changed ; and rising 
from the sofii, into which he had carelessly 
thrown himself, walked several times in siknee^ 
across the room. Our hero observed his emotion, 
and sensible of having gone too far to retreat, 
added, ^^ Gratitude, my Lord, has tied up my 
fortune wi' your favour, and you maun allow me 
to speak o' her Leddyship as I fed. She'-s a wo« 
man o' a powerfii' capacity, but needs cookiBg.'' 
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: ' His Lotdship stopped, and, knitting his brows, 
looked sternly on Andrew. 

'^ Vm no gi'en to gambling, my Lord ; but I 
would,^ cried onr hero, " wager a boddle to a baw^ 
bee, that, aldiougfa your Lordship^s aye in tbe 
right j my Leddy's no far wrang.*" 

This upset the EarFs austerity completely, and 
turning on Bis faedl, he laughingly said, ^^ Then 
you think me, Wylie, somewhat of a pertinacious 
characters— too strict with my wife.*" 

" Just so, my Lord — I think ye were overly 
strict in taking your ain way, without reflecting 
how it might affec her. Nae doubt your Lord- 
ship was in the right— ye were privileged to do 
so. But what I would uphold on behalf of the 
absent Leddy, poor woman, is, that she was nae 
far wrang, since ye did sae, to tak a** wee jookie 
her ain gait too. My Lord, you and her maun 

" Impossible, impossible, Wylie V exclaimed 

the Earl, not dii^leased at the advocacy which 

our hero seemed disposed to plead in behalf of 

tbe Countess. And heathen explained to him 

a2 
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the mystery of the child, and itM hift object in 
seilding for him was that he m%ht atoot in ascer* 
taining the fiieta and dicumstanMa;. Andxew lis- 
taied with no ineonaideraUe dqgrae of amtae*: 
ment He, howevar, allowed no Demavk to escape; 
but thought that there might be adtae mislake in 
the statement, or some ^ror in the ooneeplion. 

When his Lordship eonchbded,r-^fbr he sp^ 
with i^tation, and with much enei^ of &^&Dgir^ 
our hero said, with unaffected rinoed^,, ^^ My 
best services are aH the command of yomr. Lofd- 
ship. It is my duty to s^rve you:<«^t is jmy in<* 
terest, my Lord— *and tha|^ is the phunest way I 
can tak to assure your Lordship^ that I^U do the 
part of an honest man, and a true servant. Bui, 
my Lord, FU neither hae colleague not portioner. 
Your Lordship^s Leddy-mother, and the Soetor, 
who have gone to the inns, may hook a baukie- 
bird in the air, or a yerd taed on the brae, and 
think they hae catched a fish, and they may catch 
a right fish too. Yell let me, however, my Lord, 
cast my ain tadde in the water, sayioig naething 
to them till we compare the upshot.^ 

Before the Earl could reply, the carriage, with 
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tbe Doctor and die Dowager, was heard m the 
court ; and in little more than a minute after, her 
Ladyships leaning on his arm, agitated and de- 
pressed, entered the library. 

Andrew pereeived that they had cai^ht, as he 
anticipated, either a baukie-bird, or a* yerd tead, 
and brought it heme' fox a fish ; but he said no- 
thing. The Dowager, on observing a stranger in 
the room^ immediatdiy retire^ followed by the 
Earl. The moment they were gone, and the door 
cimt, our hero sidled up to the little prim physi- 
cian, and with€yut ptefiice, said at once to him, 
^^ Noo, sir, what hae ye got by this gowk'^s er- 
rand.?'' 

Dr Trefeil started aghast, and bending, for- 
ward^ keked as if he examined some reptile of 
which he was a&iud. He then resumed his wont- 
ed erect and precise air, saying, ^^ May I presume 
to ask whom I have the honour to address, and 
to what you aUude ?"" 

Andrew, whose quick insist of character was 
instinctive, saw the self-sufficiency of the Doctor 
and determined to take the upper hand of him, 
replied^ " Ye're speaking to Andrew Wylie, sir, 
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—-'I dinna think there's midde honour in%- 
what I was asking aa^t, is the affiur of my Lord 
and my Leddy, that ye hae been ttwashing the 
water^ and raising bella about.^ 

<^ I do not understand yeu^ ^,^ said the Doc- 
tor, somewhat conlbuiided. ^^ But if you mean 
what has been the result of my jonmey with Ae 
Countess-Dowi^^er to Castle Rooksborough, I re- 
gret to say, that it has been attended with moot 
unhappy effects. Her Ladyship and I happened 
to stroll into the garden, where we discovered 
the unfiirtonate Lady Augusta Spangle, — for she 
can no longer now be called die Countess of Sui- 
dyford '^ 

'^ Hoot, toot, toot. Doctor ; no sae fast, no sae 
fast,^ interrupted Andrew. " What did ye see ?" 

*< We saw her a^ Mr F&ntees in a most un- 
pleasant situation."" 

'^ Noo, Dr Trrfda,^ repUed Andrew, « but 
that I ken yeVe mistaken, I could wager,, as sure 
as ony thing, that there^s a wee spicefie of Illno 
say what in this. — O Doctor, it would hae been 
mair to the purpose, had ye been kiming drog»> 
with the pistle and-mortar in your aior shc^ tha9% 
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galkntiiig frie Dan to Be^Bheba with an auld 
pnckmaleerie Dowager, to pick holes in the coats 
o** your neighbours.'' 

'' Sir, your language and insinuations are in- 
sultmg,'' cried the Doctor, reddening into Valour.. 

" Dr Trefoil, Til tell you sotiaethmg that yell 
maybe no be ill pleased to learn. I"^ no a game-^ 
code. The deadliest weapon that I ever handle is> 
a doctor's bottle ; so that your whufing and boun^ 
cing are baith iH-war'^t: on me^ .Keep your tern* 
per, Doctor ; keep your temper, or ye may lose- 
your appetite fi>t ^y Lord's dinner. Howsever, 
I forgie y^u f&t this bit spunk of your bravery, 
and I doubt* not but we shall by and by be couthy 
friens, though we will dilfer on twa pointd^-that's 
certain. Ill ne'er allow that physics hasna an 
abominable taste ; and, some better evidence than 
your seven senses, my man, maun W forthcoming, 
before I credit dds- 9t<»y o' the twa ghosts that 
you fdid the fo&r fecklessaul^ Leddy saw at 
Casde Rooksborough." 

^^ Ghosts r cried the Doctor, utterly amazed 
at the selfpossei^sion of his companion. 

^ Ay, ghosts. Doctor ; and Fm thinking they 
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bae been tw& o^ your am patients, they hae gi'en 
you8ieadreadfa''fear. What did they say to you, 
and what said ye to them ?^ 

*^ Skj you very much astonidi m»— exceeding- 
ly. I know not that I ever met with any thii^ 
like this. Sir, the Countess-Dowager knew Lady 
Sandyford at the first sight, and I couM be in no 
mistake with respect to Mr Ferrers, whom I have 
known fixmi bis childhood.'' 

" A' that may be true, Dr Trefoil. I'll no 
diqiute that the Countess-Dowager was aUie to 
ken h^ gude-dochter, and that ye can decypher 
the difference between Mr Ferrers and a brambIe-> 
bush. But, Doctor, what did ye see. '^ — ^that's the 
point-^-a gentleman and a leddy in a garden pick- 
ing lOies for a posey. O Doctor, Doctor, ye 
maun be an yirdeedy body yoursel, or ye wouldna 
think sae ill o' others. What, noo, was you and 
the auld lediy after, whea ye were 'linking and 
slinkmg sae cagily wi' ane anither in holes and 
eomers .?— 

* Davy chaset me through the pease^ 
And in amang the cherry-trees^' 
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Ah, Doctor, Doctor, ye deevil— Vow but ye're 
a Dainty Davy."" 

The manner in whidb this was said and sung 
overpowered the Doctor, and, in spite of himself, 
he was compelled to laugh. In the same moment 
the bell of the portal summoned them to dinner. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



COKVEBSATION, 



And&ew and the Doctor, on reaching the di-, 
mng-room, found the Earl and his motiher ahtady 
there. The Dowager was somewhat surprised at 
the uncouth appearance of Andrew ; and his Lord- 
ship was eyidentLy amused at the look with which 
she inspected him. At first, and for some time, 
die conversation was vague and general ; but the 
Earl saw that Andrew was studiously cultivating 
the good graces of the old Lady ; and that although 
evjsry now and then she looked at him stately and 
askance, occasionally both his manners and lan- 
guage deranged the s^tled seriousness of her fea- 
tures into a smile. . 

WheaoL the desert was placed on the table, and 
the servants had retired^ our hero opened his batr 
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tery, by saying to the Earl, " What do you think 
your Leddy mother here, and my new friend the 
dainty Doctor there, hae be^ about, my Lord ?'" 

Her Ladyship was in the act of holding her 
glass while the Doctor poured a little wine into it ; 
but at the ttondiftlance dP this address she with- 
drew her bai^ and ^eiBCled Ihsredf into the state- 
liest pitch of dignity ; aod. the phyddan setting 
down the decanter, his task unperformed, looked* 
across the table in unspeaiodble amaflement Hid 
Lordship ismiled, and replied, " Whjr, Wylie, how 
shoi:dd I know ? I dore^y some^dng they don^t^ 
ike to hear of, if I n»y judge by Arir looks.^ 

" Wed, ra teflymjv" resun^ Andrew. « Now, 
my Leddy, ye maun just ccodpose yoursel ; for it^s 
vera proper his Lordship should-hear how you and' 
the Doctor were ^ying at Damon and Ph9]i» 
among the groves and bowers**— They think, my* 
Lord^ that they saw your Leddy gaDaiiting wi' a 
geatlemim.'" 

^^ Monster !^^ exclaimed' the Dowager, taming 
with in^gnation. 

The Doctor was panie-struck? 
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^^ Whifihiy whishty my Leddy,^ ciied Andrew, 
slyly ; ^* if yoa will be {K^dng at a business of 
this Idzid) ye maun just abide the conaequ^p^s. 
But I would i»k what greater harm could there be 
in the dm^kem walking in a garden widi a well- 
l»ied g^tlana&9 than in your Ladyship doing the 
same wi A that Ut body o^ a Doctor ?^ 

The Earl perceiving the turn that the conversa* 
taoii was taldn^ and knowing from Andrew^s man- 
near that the truth would be served up without any 
iiaffnsse,ho was uneasy and disconcerted, aiHl al- 
most wished that the tope was changed. But an- 
xious at the'ssme tim« to learn the whole circum- 
stances) and curious to know the point of light in 
which if Mraek our hero^ he remained, as it were, 
seemingly absent and inattentive, makmg a Niobe's 
face ct m orange, and squeezmg it, ^' all tears,'^ 
into his glass. 

Andrew eontinued,-^^^ I have always heard, 
Leddy Sandyford, that ye were a wise and a sen- 
^Mie woman ; but I would ask you a quee^ion : — 
Granted noo that ye did see a deioent woman like 
the Counte8s,~but like's an ill mark^~would it no 
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hae been mair to the purpose to hae made sure, in 
the first place, that it was really her ? and in the 
second, to have inquired at herself on the spot 
what she was doing there ? Na ; my Leddy, this 
is a serious concern, and the truth must be borne 
wi\ to come away without searching it to the 
bottom, wasna according to your wonted discre- 
tion ; and if ye hadna been inoculated wi"* a bad 
opinion of your good-doditer before-hand, ye 
wouldna hae put dc an ill colour on what may 
have been in itself a very comely action.^ 

The Doctor by this time had in some d^ee 
recovered himself; and the &eed(»n with which 
Andrew spoke having an infectious influence on 
him, said, *^ But^ sir^ you finrget that there iff » 
child in the case.*" 

The Dowager, however, who had sat some time 
in a state of consternation, interrupted the con- 
versation, exclaiming, ^' Lord Sandyford, how 
can you permit Uns at your taUe, andrin my pre- 
sence ?^ 

" Why,"" rejdied the Earl, « Tm afraid there 
is something like reason in what Wylie says ; he 
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ifl a being of a strange element, and your Lady- 
ship must endure to hear him out ; or you will 
perhaps do both his wit and his wisdom injustice.^ 
Andrew discovered that he had gone too &r with 
the circumspect' Dowager. He had treated ha- 
with a sort of fieedom that could only have been 
used with impunity to the whist-table tabbies of 
Irondon ; those whom he occasionally met with, 
and, as he siud; touzled their decorum. But his 
natural slurewd' perception of- character soon ena- 
bled him' to correct the error, and to adapt his con- 
versation much more to the Dowi^er's formal no- 
ti(Mi8 of etiquette and delicacy. 

" ni tell you what it id, my Leddy,'' said he ; 
" from the ifi^Bt to the last, there has been a great 
misunderstanding in the whole business between 
my Lord «id the Countess ; I could-see th^t long 
ago, though I hae bnt twa een, and na better 
anes than my neighbours ; they have wanted a sin- 
cere friend^ between them, the like o^ your Leddy- 
ship, for example ; and noo that they're hither and 
yont &ae ane anither, it behoves a' that wish them 
weel, and few- hae mair cause to do sae than my- 
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sel, who has been m(&de^ as it wer^, I^ my Loid^ 
to take -tetit'diAt a breaeh is no opened that eamia 
be bij^t upw Joking asides—I think your Led- 
dyship and thie Doctor 'hae been a wee haety in 
yoiit ccfnolunons. Ill no say that the CouiiteiBs is 
an inpoceht woman', but let us hae'some proof o^ 
her guitt brfore we condemn* As to the baini)' 
ihafs a liTing witness of a fact somewhere— ^I al- 
loo that. Bilt, my Leddjr, 111 tell you what I'll 
do ; that is^ if .y^ approv^t, for I Would submit 
to yoUr better jud^ent. Ill gang warily and 
cannily o'er to Castle' Rooksboro^gh mysel, and 
muddle about the root o' this affair till I get at it. 
I think that I may be' able to do this as wed as a 
person o' noiir consideration. Naebody in this 
country-side kens* me; TYL be scoggit wi' wty ain 
hamely manner ; and if I •c&n serve mjr Lord, I'm 
bound by gratitude to do sae.*" > 

After some fiirther conversdtioin this project was 
approve of, and the Dowager b^^ to entertaki 
a more condescending dispo8iti<^ towards our hero. 

The carriage was ordered to be r^pady to cbnr^^ 
him early next morning to thcRoseandCrowif ; but 
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saidhe, ^NojiMt sae&r; I maun gsng there on 
shanbMiaggy ; Til only tak it till within a mile or 
twa o' the phce ; tmA when I hae got my turn done 
in dither come sHpping back, or the servans can, 
at their leisnre, baring the carriage on to the inns, 
whar I'll get in as wn utter stranger, taken up by 
them, as it were, for a job to themselyes.'" 

The aristoeracy of the Dowager did not entire- 
ly relish this method of setting on foot an inquiry 
into the conduct of a Countess of Sandyford. But 
Andrew combated her prejudices so adroitly, and 
in so peculiar a manner, that she was forced to 
acquiesce. 

<^ lt''s no for me, certainly,^ said he, " to enter 
into a controversy with your Leddyship on points 
o^ this nature ; but ye hae lived o'er good alife to 
ken ony thing about the joc^erie-cookerie o' crim 
coning.^ 

The Dowager^s face, which had for some time 
worn a compkcent aspect, became again troubled 
at this renewal of a famifiarity so little in harmony 
with her habits and notions ; but having sat her 
due lady'^s portion of time at the taWe, she rose 
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«nd left the room. The Earl also soon after re- 
tired, leaving the Doctor and Andrew by them- 
selves ; the Physician, however, was so effectually 
mast^ed by the irresistible hiimoiu: of his com- 
panion, that, dreaeBhg to encounter his raillery, 
under the pretext of professional engagements, he 
rose and went home before tea was announced. 

Our hero being thus left alone, pondered on 
the circumstances which had procured to him the 
confidence "of Lord Sandyford, and the prompt- 
ings of his own honest persuasion made him de* 
termine to leave no efS>rt untried to restore the 
domestic happiness of his patr<m. In frequenting 
the parties at Sandyford-house, and in the course 
of the familiar access which he was allowed at all 
times both to the Earl and Countess, he had no- 
ticed the cold politeness which existed between 
them ; but he formed an estimate of thdr respec- 
tive dispositions much more correct than that of 
the world in general. He discovered, through the 
Asgmse of his Lordship's habitual ennui, a gnaw- 
ing anxiety,and justly ascribed his £s8ipation to the 
irritation of his embittered reflections. Hieequa- 
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ble and sustained deportment of her Ladyship 
was not, however, so easily penetrated ; but he 
saw that it was more 4;he eflbct of practice and 
caution, dian her natural disposition; and sus- 
pected that «he possessed an iidierent energy, 
which it only required commensurate circum- 
stances to call it into action. She was evidently a 
woman not ea^y disturbed by the' little occasional 
incidents which so profoundly affect the happiness 
of her sex ; .and her feelings having no particular 
object to interest them, neither children, nor, in 
a certidn sense, husband, she moved along the 
stream of time like a stately vessel on the tide, 
whose superb appearance is all that attracts the 
attention of the spectator. 

Her Ladyship was certainly to blame, for not 
endeavouring to recall the scattered affections of 
her Lord ; ' nor is it easy to frame an apology for 
iier negligence in this respect. But how many 
ladies act in the same way, and, heedless of the 
unsettled and fluctuating state of all human at- 
tachments, se^ to consider, when they Ore wed- 
ded, that it is no longerrequisite to continue those 
12 
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agreeable humours and graces which first won the 
esteem of their husbands. The triumph of wo- 
man lies not in the admiration of her lover, but in 
the respect of her husband ; and it can only be 
gained by a constant cultivation of those qualities 
which she knows he most values. But Lady San* 
dyford, like many of her 8ez> had been taught to 
entertain other notions. She did not certainly 
regulate hersdf, as many others, fatally for their 
own happiness, often do, by the standard of some 
particular individual, whom habit or duty may 
have taught them to venerate— ^a fkther, a brother, 
or a guardian, but she did what was equally im- 
fortunate, — she courted public admiration, and it 
was with deference towards it that aH her actions 
and motions were estranged from that sphere of 
duties, which would have endeared her to the sen- 
sitive bosom of her Lord. Oxxt hero, therefore, in 
contemplating the result which had flowed from 
her apparent indijflference, suspected that she felt 
infinitely more under the separation than the Earl 
conceived. 

He did her aldo justice ill another point ; he 
could not for a moment allow himself to think she 

VOL. n. B 
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was guilty even af levity. He had remariced her 
pride^ and his intuitive knowledge of human na- 
ture convinced him, that pride alone will often do 
the part of virtue. In a word, the taior of his 
cogitations were honourable to himseify and tk- 
vourable to the Countess. For, npt afisi?inji|ig 
the probability of guilt, but only desirous to reach 
the bottom of the business, he was able to take a 
far more candid view of the different presumptions 
against her, than if he had been actuated by any 
preconceived opinion. In this generous frame of 
mhid, he embarked with a determination to ^ift 
the whole niatier to the utmost, and, in the epd, 
if he found the conduct of the Coyntess what he 
hoped and eTipected it would prove, he resolved 
to speak to her ixeely of what he had observed in 
her behaviour towards her husband, and then to 
bring about the more difficult and delicate task of 
a cordial reunion. 

When the mind entertains a noble purpose, it 
never fails to digniiy the {4iysbgnomy and esnter- 
na[ appearance. Andrew, in obeying the snm- 
luons of the Dowager to tea, entered the room 
with an ease of carn^ which stntcl: h^^ j^ot 
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only on account of its propriety, bat ako by the 
contrast which it priesented to his natoraUy insig- 
nifioant air and homely garb. 

Her Ladyship, in the interral after quitting 
the diniii^-room, was not, upon reflection^ much 
satisfied with what had passed, and was reaolved 
to be both cool and dignified, in order to prevent 
a repetition of the familiarity which had so ruffled 
her notions of decorum ; bat the generosity which 
lighted up the smooth round face, and little twink- 
ling eyes of her guest, produced an instantaneous 
and synqoathetic effect ; and instead of the austere 
grandeur which she had determined to practise, 
she invited him to take a seat on ihesofii beside 
her, with a graciousness of manner that could not 
have been excelled, even had she known the in- 
teaBkikfos with whidi he was at the moment ani- 
mated. 

When the Ead, who soon after, entered the 
wcm, saw them in tins situation, his favomvabfe 
opinion of Ihe tact imd laddresa ef Andsew was 
considerably ktereased. He knew l&e nice no- 
tsoBs of his mother, ana her prolbond veneratiM 
fyi fte etiquettes of poike life, mA had, ftom the 
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first, appreliended a rupture, tbe state of her mind 
at the time not being at all in unison with that 
familiar drollery which our hero could neither 
disguise nor repress. He was, therefore, in no 
small degree surpiised to find them seated toge- 
ther, and apparently on those teirms which he had 
never imagined it was practicable for Andrew to 
attain with her. Ladyship. 

During tea the conversation was general and 
lively ; no allusion was made to what had consti- 
tuted the chief and most interesting topic after 
dinner ; and the old Lady was several times cobt' 
^trained to laugh heartily at Andrew'^s ludicrous 
adventures in his jotuney fiom London, as well as 
at some of his queerest stories, of which he se- 
lected those most calculated to please her ; so that, 
while she perceived he was a jperson of no refined 
acquirements, she could not but acknowledge in 
her own mind that he was undoubtedly endowed 
by nature with singular shrewdness, and with pe- 
culiar talents of no ordinary Idnd. It was true, 
that he said things which a delicate respect for 
the prejudices and notions of others would have 
restrained a man of more .gentlemanly pretensions 
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from expressing, but there was no resisting the 
strong common sense of his remarks, nor with- 
standing the good-humoured merriment of his al- 
lusions. She, however, now and then felt uneasy 
that she had so rashly sent back the Countess's 
letter. But like all others who do any thing of 
which they afterwards doubt the propriety, she 
concealed entirely from her son, and wished, if pos- 
sible, to forget herself, that she had taken so deci- 
ded a part. 



yGOQgk 



80 CHAFTKB III. 



CHAPTER III. 



27SW LieHTfl. 



<^ I FSAB, my Lord,^ said our hero> when tl^ 
Dowager had left the room, ^* that I have spoken 
o^er freely on this misfortune that has befiillen 
your Lordship^s fiunily ; but, in truth, my Lord, 
a sore at no time will bear handling. If I had 
conversed in a manner that might have been mair 
fitting to the occasion, it wouldna hae mended the 
matter ; so I rather ran the risk of the conse- 
quences with your Leddy-mither, than be slack 
in delivering my honest opinion. But setting jo- 
king aside, my Lord, this story of hers and die 
Doctor^s, concerning the gentleman ayont the 
bush, is really something vera extraordinar.'^ 

" Yes, Wylie,'' replied the Earl, " it is so ; 
but although my mother makes it of importance, 
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it is n(me to me. I have been but so so as a bus- 
band ; and, by my conscience, nothing in earth 
will ever induce me to institute any proceedings 
against Lady Sandyford."^ 

" That's a vera contrite sentiment of your Lord- 
ship, and comes, or am mistaken, from the bottom 
of the heart ; but surely, my Lord, ye wouldna 
like your estates, and the honours of all your Lord- 
ship's ancient and famous progenitors, to go to 
the base Uood of a stranger.'' 

" I thought, Wylie," said the Earl coldly, 
** that you had been more the friend of Lady 
Simdyford. I am sure that she always treated you 
with kindness." 

** With the height of discretion, I maim aye 
allow that," replied our hero ; " and far be it from 
my thoughts or intent to advise any harm either 
to the name or dignity of the Countess, whom I 
canna believe to have been playing ony plasket. 
A' that I meant your Lordship to understand was,' 
supposing, just by way of premises to confer upon, 
that the Countess had done the deed, and was as 
bladic as your Leddy-mother and hex gallant the 
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Doctor, fear, how- would your Lordship propose 
that she should be treated ?"" 

" As the daughter of the Marquis- of Avon- 
side.'' 

" Her father is a proud man, my Lord,"" resu- 
med Andrew, ^^ and wiU take care of that. But 
suppose she is the mother of the bairn — for to this 
length the suspicion, as I guess, runs — what would 
be your Lordship's pleasure then 2^ 

The Earl made no answer. He sat for some 

time silent ; and then he rose, and walked thrice 

across the room. He was evidently grieved and 

perplexed. Wylie sat watching him witib interest 

^ and sympathy. 

The struggle lasted about five minutes, at the 
end of which hia Lordship resumed his chair, and 
said, ^^ I cfmnot tell you what I m^y do,, nor can 
I imagine what I ought to do. But Lady Sandy- 
ford, whatever may have been her &ult, has pride 
enough to prevent her &om imposing a spurious 
heir on my earldom. The concealment with which 
she has covered the birth, if she is a nK)ther, as^ 
sures me that the attempt will never be made ; so 
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that, evea in a worldly noint o£ view, I pnght to 
make no stir in this business.*" And he 4ghed 
deeply, adding, ^^ It is needless to disguise to you 
any longer, that I am more distressed than I 
seem.*" 

" Really, my Lord, your case is a vera kittle 
ane,"" replied our hero, deeply affected ; " but no 
to dwell on the dark side o't, let us suppose noo, 
that, after all this hobbleshew and dash, it should 
turn out that the Countess is an innocent and an 
injured woman."*" 

^^ You are destined to exalt,. or to sink me. for 
ever, in my own esteem!^ exclaimed the Earl; 
^^ and you have put to me a question that I would, 
but durst not, ask myself. She left my house vo- 
luntarily, by the advice of her father." 

His Lordship paused, and looked as if he ex- 
pected that Andrew would say something ; but 
he remained silent. 

The Earl thm s^d abruptly, " What do you 
think I ought to do ? I cannot ad£ her back — She 
will be happier apart fiom me ; and since we are 
in the tongues of the world, it is no longer expe- 
dient for us to assume coimterfeit virtues." 
b2 
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'^ Truty, what your Lordfllup says is no widm 
out a glimmer of common sense ; bat in the way 
of a conjeoture, let ub take another supposition. 
What would your Lordship do, if my Leddy, of 
her own free grace, was to confess a fault for run- 
ning awa wp her fitther, and bq; to be received 
home again P^ 

^^ Impossible !^ exclaimed the Earl, with en- 
ergys—^^ Impossible ! Her pride could never stoop 
to such humiliation.^ 

^^ I can see there is difficulty in the way. How- 
soever, greater mountains have been removed 
without mirades. And your Lordship hasna said 
what you would do, supposing my suppose were 
to come to pass.^ 

" It would, I suspect, Wylie,'* replied the Earl 
jocuhfrly, ^' be rather an awkward meeting.^ 

'* Then you would consent to meet her Leddy- 
ship,^ said our hero slyly. 

The Earl was startled at the unconsdous dis- 
dosure he had made of his own fedings, while he 
adnured ijit shrewdness of his counsdlor ; and 
said, with a free and oncere accent, " Wylie, it 
is in vain for me to equivocate with you. I do 
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not think the return of the OmAtess probaUe ; 
asid, therefore, hare never coii^ered ho v I shoidd 
aet on sack «a occurrence. Towards her I can 
bear no malice.-'-^But you smrprise me. How« 
ever, I will say no more. Let this conversation, 
ftr the present, end." 

" I thou^t,^ repfied Andrew, wiA a degree of 
firmness whicli surprised the Earl, ^^ that your 
Lordship had better nolions of justice than to 
punish where perhaps you ought to make atone- 
ment^ 

His Lordship, who had risen durbig part of this 
conversation, took a chair as our hero uttered 
these words, and looked flushed with an angry 
oonfufiion. 

" My Lord,'' continued Andrew, observing his 
agitation, ^^ there^s none in the world hae such 
cause to speak the truA to your Lordship as I 
have. You have taken me by the hand, and led me 
out o' the dough of poverty, where I might have 
struggled and sunk — ^Ye hae placed me in the 
(ioweiy pastures of prosperity, and ye shouldna 
be diq>Ieased at the humble ettlmg of my gratis 
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tude. If my Leddy has had her faults and df£- 
ciencies, your Lordship^s own breast bears witness 
that ye have not yaursel been perfect. — But I am 
transgressing the bounds of discretion, in speak* 
ing in this manner to your Lordship. Neverthe- 
less, my Lord, though I should offend, it will bo 
my endeavour to serve your Lordship, as it is my 
duty to do, whatever your Lordship may say to 
the contrary ; and to strive, by aU honest means, 
to testify my sense of obligation for the kindness 
heaped upon me * 

The Earl was petrified. There was an energy 
of tone, imd a decision of character in this, which 
his Lordship had never experienced towards him- 
self, nor did he imagine Andrew possessed half 
so much generous sensibility. 

" Do you think," replied the Earl, thought- 
fiiUy, " that even were I disposed to wish for a 
reconciliation. Lady Sandyford might be averse 
to it?'' 

" I hope she has more sense, were your Lord- 
ship to entertain any such creditable wish. But, 
my Lord, she has been long an outcast, as it were. 
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fipom ymcr affections. I cannot, therefore, venture 
to give yonr Lordship any reason to think that 
she may wish for a reconciliation. But as soon as 
I have made an experiment, TH hae the greatest 
{Measure in letting you know die result, especially 
ifitbefevourable." ' : 

" You are too quick, Wylie,'' said the Earl 
coldly, " I did not express any solicitude on the 
subject. Judging from the past, t still c<mtmue 
of the same mind, that it is better for Lady Sandy, 
ford and me to remain as we are, than to live to- 
gether as we have done.'" 

" That's no to be denied,'' replied Andrew. 
" But it's to be hoped, that, were ye coming the- 
gither again, it would be with better hopes, de- 
signs, and intents. Knowing, as ye now do, where- 
in the great strength of both your faults lies, ye 
would bear and forbear with more reciprocal indul- 
gence. Ye couldna live the life ye have done, 
even though ye were both so ill-deedy as to try." 

This characteristic touch made the Earl smile ; 
and he said, " You are a singular being, and will 
have your own way." 
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In saying these words, the oountenance of his 
Lordship was for a moment overcast, and die sucU 
den flowing in of thoughts and feelings on his 
heart obliged him to leare the room. Andrew 
soon after pulled the bdl, and requesting the cor* 
riage to be in readiness to oonyey him to Castle 
Rpoksborough by day-Iij^t, was shewn to a bed- 
room. But it is necessary to revert, in the mean* 
time, to die situatMm of Lady Sandyford. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE CAdYUK. 

Th£ CounteiS^oii sendiDg off her letter, hadxe** 
turned to £lderbower> wliere she received the aiu 
swer ; the first shock of whidh ahnost ovenset her 
reason. She started firtHii her seat, and wUikf 
shakmg her head and hands, ran asid touched se* 
veral articles in the room, as if to ascertain thcsr 
reality, and that she waswnot in a dream. She 
was like a bird entanj^ in a snare, or a captive 
when &aA immured in his dungeon. She felt as 
if an invisiUe power, that would crush her to 
deadly was closing in on all sides. She gaaped, 
as if some enormous weight pressed upon her bo* 
som, and t&t some minutes her mind was as the 
fary of a glowing furnace. 
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In the midst of this paroxysm, she made a vi- 
goTOus effort to control her agitation, and suc- 
ceeded. While distractedly pacing the room, she 
halted suddenly, and said, ^^ Why do I yield 
to this consternation.^ — There is some error in 
all this — There, is no conspiracy against me — I 
am innocent of the crime imputed — I will go at 
once to my Lord — ^I will relate the whole of what 
has happened — ^he has treated me as if I had no 
feeling — but he is a man of honour, and wiH not 
allow me to be injured unjustly.*" 

When she had thus somewhat cahned the per- 
turbation of her spirits, she ordered a post-chaise 
for Chastington-hall, and in the course of a few 
hours quitted Elderbower. 

Before she had gained the second stage, she 
felt herself so much indiisposed that she was ob- 
liged to stop, and go to bed. In the course of 
the night, however, she obtained some rest ; an^ 
hisr spirits were so refreshed in the morning, that 
die arose with a cheerAil alacrity to resume her 
j<yamey to the residence of her husband. 

After breakfast, a chaise for Chastington was 
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acocndingly oTdered^ and she went to ibe door at- 
tended by the landlord^ to hand her in. As she 
was on the point of ascending the steps of the 
caniag^ her hand was eagerly seized by some 
one behind, and on looking round she beheld^ 
with equal surprise iaidahnn, the pale aadgjiast- 
ly Ferrers. 

^^ Ha !^ exdasmed the- Coimtess, horror-struck 
at Ym appearance ; ^^ How f when I ^hat has 
brought you here ?^ ■ 

^^ I came last night, and I have bce n ^**" -^ 
What he would have added was broken off 1^ a 
shriek from the Countess^ who fainted, apd:)^ 
back into bis arins. 

Some time lapsed before she recoyefed, and 
when she opened her eyes in. the apartment to 
w^dclLfihe had been carried, the first plgect tbey^ 
caught was Servinal, her Lord's valet, who, per* 
driving that she recognized him, instantly left the 
ropm, aiptd, havix^ a horse ready at the door, quit^ 
ted the hou^e^ H<| was on bis way to Londoii^ 
on some oonfidentialbusiness^ but he retWied ta 
Chasdngton-hidl with the news of t^is discov^< 
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Am fyr FtfTTtJfSj soil tmdef ni6 iimueiice of i&fli^ 
nty, bdiefing he had been the eftuse of this 
unfortmuite hidy'^s death, he rushed from the 
hocuse IB a state of distraction, and was nowhere 
tobefbund. 

When the Countess was so fiur recoTered as to 
be able to speak, she ordered the chaise, which 
adll stood at the door, to carry h€x to Burisland 
Abbey, where, immediately on her arriTal, she sent 
for Flounce ; and bdng determined now to avail 
hersdf of her father^s offer of Bretonsbald Castle, 
die dispatched, at the same time, <me of the ser^- 
vaats to apprise the domestics of her intention. 
All this was done with a force and predsion of 
vAod new to her character. 

The Angularity of the circumstances into which 
die had been placed with Ferrers, awakened in 
her a «ort of superstitious dread. Thdr misfor- 
tmies seemed strangely and awfolly mingled; and 
feding herself unaccountably and darkly comM^ 
ed with the desperate fortunes of a frantic man, 
shebriiieved herself a passive agent in the hands 
of Fate, and tiroabled to think that she was thus 
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miiled to nmt tramendons and immaararable 
laorremenl of the umvene. Tbeie was nMiimty 
iiifthe fanesofl dwt rose inA this notion ; and the 
l^lfiee wbcro she had detennined to take up her 
abode was wdUi calcokted to cherish the Eoltmm 
aeawtatioBs mimected with her Pcomethean resou 
faitiom to retire firom the world, and there aiw»t 
the issue of that scheme of destiny witb whidi she 
was so mysteriously inyolved. 

BietoDsbield Castle was a pile of mdcaown an- 
tiquity. Fvim the eailiest periods of oar nattond 
history^ it had beoR remaricable, bodi on aoeount 
of its maesy arehiteetme, and the sullen and stem 
solitaikiefls in wUeh it stood. The Saxons liad 
added to its strength, and the NcHonans had en- 
larged the 9weep of the waHs^ and the number of 
the towers. In the duvalrie tines of the heroie 
PiKBtagenets^ it aoqunred seme omamental appei»» 
di^s; and^ in the first reign of Ate Stuarts, it 
lost SMBe ci die features of a mere strong-hold in 
a suite of magmfiemit i^artments, of an airy and 
fiintastic style, which, however, still harmsniaed 
with the rude grandeut of the general ediySee. 
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The road to it lay along the aeclivity of an ex- 
tensive common, and by a gentle ascent attam- 
ed the summit of the downs, Scom which, on the 
one hand, the country below presented a wide 
and magnificent prospect, extending to the hori- 
zon ; while, on the other, an c^n imd lonely 
waste spread out to a great distance, in which no 
other blgect was visible but the castle, rising from 
the midst of a dark mass of fir trees. 

The scene suited the disposdtion of Lady San- 
dyford^s mind ; and it seemed to her that a spot 
in which the wild, the old, and the magnificent, 
weife so united, was a fit theatre for the exercise 
of the a)urage and endiiiance which she was de- 
termined to exercise* 

> But far different were the reflections of her 
waiting- gendewoman ; according to her own ac- 
count, when the carriage reached the brow of the 
downs, and she saw nothing before her but a de- 
sert waste, she felt as if a magician was carrying 
her away on the back of a fiery dragon, to the 
well at the woild^s end; 

As the carriage drove iitto the eolent court of 
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the Castk, like a peal of thunder, the Countess 
said, as it stopped at the entrance to the hall, 
*^ What an awftd place it is !^ and she %ist her 
eyes apprehensively round on the ivy-mantled 
towers, the hoary walls, and the lichen-funred 
pinnacles. 

" Yes,'' replied Flounce, 

^' It chills the suspended soul. 
Till expectation wears the cast of fear. 
And £eBT, half ready to become devotion. 
Mumbles a kind of mental orison 
It knows not wberefore/' 

" Why, Flounce r exclaimed her astonished 
Lady, " where got you that language ?" 

^^ It is a beautiful sentiment,'' «aid that erudite 
gentlewoman, '^ which I learnt by rote from one 
of Mrs RadclifTs romances. It will be quite 
charming, my Lady, to read them in this delight- 
fiil Udolpho; and I hope your Ladyship will 
make a point of having them sent from town." 

Ab none of the servants were in attendance, 
the Countess desired the post-boys to open the 
door, and, alighting with Flounce, walked into 
the hall. The housekeeper, and her husband the 

15 
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gtttdener, weie indeed all tbe domestics that tlie 
Manluis of Avonside kept at this place ; and it 
Iii^eiM%, when the carriage droye up to the 
door, that ihey were in a remote part of the 
Castle. 

The Countess halted when she had reached the 
middle of the hall, and surveyed it in silence. It 
was lofty, and of stately dimensions — ^lighted from 
the one side by two tall narrow windows ; the 
space between which was occupied by a huge arch- 
ed chimney, with massy antique iron dogs for 
burning wood ; and great piles of billets at each 
side of the hearth, shewed something like the habi- 
tude of ancient hospitality. A small daw-footed 
table, on which stood a basket of linen and old 
stockings, with a pair of sdssars, a thimble, and 
thread-paper, lying around as they had been left 
by the housekeeper, occupied, widi two old-faAton- 
ed gnarled elbow-chairs, the niche of one of the 
windows. The walls were of dark and small pan- 
nelled wainscot, on whkh hung four or five family 
portraits that time had ahnost effiu^. The aspect 
ctf the whole apartment was gaunt and venerable, 
but it could tiet Ixb altogether said that the effect 
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was either desolate or melancholy. But this ^as 
leas owmg to the style and architecture of the 
room than to the superb prospect which the im- 
dowB commanded. The Castle stood on the brink 
<^ a shaggy precipice ; and the side where the 
windows wcare placed^ oyerlooked a wide expanse 
of one of die richest tracts of Engh^id, on which 
the sun at the time was shedding the gdden n^ 
diance of the afternoon. Woodlands, parks, viL 
his, and towns» lay scattered in beautiful diversity 
to the utmost verge of the horizon ; and here and 
there the steeple of a country church pointing to 
heaven, might be seen risiiig from the middle cf 
a grove, crowi^ed with a gUttering star, the effect 
of the setting sun on the gilded weather-cock ; 
while broad and bright, with aU their windows 
glancing as if illuminated, several large mansions 
studded, as it were, like gems, the bosom of that 
magnificent landscape. ^^ Our ancestors,^ said 
the Coimtess to Floimce, ^^ did not lack taste in 
the choice of situations. Their captives, with such 
a spacious view before them, coidd scarcely feel 
the loss of liberty." 
At this mom.ent the old housekeeper entered; 
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Mid apologinng for lier accidental absence, open- 
ed a pair of folding^loors at the uppar end of the 
Hall, and conducted the Countess through the 
long suite of state-apartments to a small drawing- 
room in an octagon tower, which commanded se- 
ven dilferent views from as many small windows. 
'^ I have brought your Ladyship to this place,^ 
said Mrs Scrubwell, ^^ because it was the favour- 
ite room of the Marchioness your mother ; and I 
thought, on that account, you would be pleased 
with it'' 

^^ You have judged rightly,^ replied her Lady- 
slup with ^notion ; and she mentally ejaculated, 
" My Biother !— How wofiilly I now feel that 
Joss!^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

IKBXPEaUENCB. 

At break of day, ovac h^fo was afoot and dress- 
ed.for hismission k> the Rose and Crown, at Cas- 
tle-Rooksborough ; but instead of waiting for the 
carriage to come up to the portal of the Hall, he 
walkedout to the court of offices, whidb stood at 
some distance from the mansion. 

It was a beauti&l spring morning. The ma- 
vis, the bhickbird, and the linnet, were beginning 
to chirp and cburm over thdr young in the bow- 
ers, but the lark was abready at heaven^s gate 
singing her matins. The sun had not yet risen, 
and the deW'-drops lay like pearls on the grass and 
leayes ; a dbeerfiil and re&edied composure was 
diffiised over the whole face of the landscape, and 
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the forehead of the sky appeared unugually spa- 
cious md beautiful ; a few grey flakes of vapour 
scattered over it, seemed to float at an unwonted 
elevation, as they gradually brightened into the 
full glory of the morning. 

The reflections of Andrew were in unison with 
the beneficent aspect of Nature, and he loitered 
with the sense of beauty glowing at his heart, of- 
ten turning round as the different windings of the 
road unfolded, through the nunqr groups of fo- 
liage, the diversified scenery of .ths smounding 
country. 

By the time he reached the entranee to the 
stables, the caiprii^ was comiiig out. >< Ha'd 
your han\ my lad,"^ he cried to the OMtobmaaa^ 
'^ ye needna gaogto Ae house^ 111 e^en slep in 
here.'' 

.'^ As you please,"" replied the cnadiman^ ^^butt 
Tom Beny is m^ yeteanae."" 

« And wha'a Tam Berry ?"" 

^^ The footnian,'sixy that iato go with us*"" 

'^ IiC»p yoor ways dcmn,. and let me into the 
dtaiaer* FU no be. fuhed wi' ony sic ceremo- 
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The coachman obeyed^ and long befiiMre Tom 
B^nry had opened the ahntleea of hk eyes, half 
the journey was perfonned. 

At a publie-house within two milefl of Castle** 
RoohsbofOit:^, omr hero stopped the rarriage, and 
uAi the coachman to wait for him these. 

^^ Your horseS) my lad,^ said he, '^ will be nane 
the wffaf o' a rest; and IH jnst akep on by my- 

mr 

^ Buty"" rej^ied tl^ cfaarioteery " my orders 
were to take you ta the ISUmb and Crown.^ 

^^ 111 not dispute what your orders were ; nevei^ 
fhdeaE^ ye'H bide here; or if ye maun &kn your 
cattle at ihe Rose and Cxow^ and at no oth^ 
place^ X canna help it ; only yell sesiFe my Lord^s 
tnm betlenby nwndhig what I bid you.^ 

^^ It don't iiiaikeBo difibence to me^^ smd the 
coachman ; ^' and so' be as you doesn't wish for 
ihe eontraryy Td as hef faab whoae we now be.'' 

'^ Hear ye^'^ cried Aiidfew,fitoppagaucki^y, 
after he bad alig^ifeed, and waa walking awaj^ 
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seemingly as if he had recollected something. ^^ I 
hope ye'll say naething to the folk about the inns 
here, concerning my business ?"" 

<^ I knows nought o^t, sir—- 1 was but told to 
fetch you here.'' 

" Then,'' replied our hero, " ye'U oblige me 
l^ keeping your finger on your mouth, for it 
might be detrimental if ony thing were to spunk 
out.'' 

" Never doubt me,.rir-^I have been bred and 
bom in his Lordship's service, as my father was 
in his father's, so I may be trusted; and I never 
speaks of any body's consequences, but only minds 
my own servitude." 

^^ I had a notion that ye were a prudent lad," 
said Wylie ; " what do they ca' you ?" 

**' My name, sir, is Snaffle— Jack Snaffle." 

^< Weel, Jock, I hae great dependence on your 
sagacity, and there's a sixpence to you for a chap- 
jnn o' strong yill, till I come back. But mind, 
and dinna say ony thing in the tap-room, when 
ye're drinking and smoking your pipe wi' ithers, 
anait my coming to speir the price o' growing 
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trees in this neighbourhood — and noo that I hae 
better thought on% ye needna let on about my 
coming from the Hall at a\ but pass me off as a 
by-hand job.*" 

The coachman being thus set upon a wrong 
scent, supposed that Andrew had some interest 
in the sale of the timber then felling at Chasting- 
ton ; for, not belonging to the establishment of 
Sandyford-house, in London, he knew little of 
the domestic concerns of the family, and nothing 
whatever of the footing on which our hero was 
treated by his master. 

Having in this manner got himself extricated 
from the embarrassment of the carriage, Andrew 
walked forward to the Rose and Crown alone, 
and, upon his arrival, instead of going into the 
house, went to the tap, and ordered breakfast. 

Among the waiters, hostlers, and post-boys, 
several labourers were assembled, and the burthen 
of the conversation among them was the ruin of 
Ferrers, interspersed with conjectures as to the 
cause of his late strange visit to the Castle, and 
observations on the extravagance of his behaviour. 
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The subject vas intorei^ing to Andreir, and it 
became particularlj so, in conseqii^ce of one of 
the waiters remarkixig, that the Lad/s diild, as 
they called Monimia, the orphan, was esceedii^y 
like him. This observation was not, hiywever, al* 
tt^ether attributable to the discemmait of the 
waiter; for it se^ns that Flounce had, in the 
eteunBum widi her Lady, more than hinted to 
one of the chambennaids, that she should not 
be suifarised if the unknown bady was Mr Fer- 
rers^ daughter, for it was as like him as a kit- 
ten to a cat ; and the chambermaid had fie- 
qdendy expreseed h» admiration of the resem- 
blaace, untQ » rery general persuasion of the 
fact was entertained among all the sarvants of the 
house. 

It isoetiainly mudi to be regretted, that people 
do not always act with the most perfect reason and 
good sense. ' But if they did so, there would be an 
end to every thing romantic in life ; and therefcnre, 
perhaps, it is as well, after all, that Nereis a little 
fblly in the world, a blessing whidi we sometimes 
think was bestowed to prodnee amusemmt. The* 
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reflections cm the Lady^s <Md, and its resem* 
bknce to Ferren, had the effisct of inducii^ our 
hero to ehange his original intention of sifting the 
mystery at Castle-Boolosborough, and to adopt 
another, calculated, as he thought, to hring the 
business to a more speedy conclusion ; and assu- 
redly it would have done so, had there not been 
other causes at work^ the force and effect of which 
he could neither counteract nor foresee. 

The construction that he put upon the unfor- 
t-inate manner in which the orphan was men- 
tioned, namely, *^ the Lady'^s child,^ led him to 
conclude that the real circumstances of its birth 
were not to be ascertained at that place, and he 
resolved to proceed directly to Elderbower, and 
have an e:q)lanation with Lady Sandyford her- 
self 

Tins determination undoubtedly originated in 
motives of delicacy towards her Ladyship ; for 
the coarse remarks of the persons around him, 
with respect to the unfortunate Ferrers, had the 
effect to make him feel an extreme repugnance to 
enter into any conversation with them. He ac- 
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cordii^ly sent a messenger to the inn where he 
had left the carriage, to order it back to Chast- 
ington-hall, and when the London coach came up, 
he mounted the roof, and was conveyed to Elder- 
bower. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



AT FAULT. 



OuB hero reached the mansion of the Dowager 
about an hour too late. Flounce, in obedience 
to the summons of her mistress, had quitted the 
house and gone to join her at Burisland Abbey ; 
whence, as we have related, they proceeded to Bri- 
tonsbeild Castle. The servants were still in all 
the quandary and agitation which belonged, among 
them, to the unexpected and unexplained nature of 
that event. And Andrew, on inquiring at the 
gate for the Countess, was informed that they 
knew nothing of her. This intelligence mortified 
him exceedingly ; and he stood for some time in a 
state of stupeftction, occasioned by the repiilsive 
tone in which it was given. He, however, soon 
rallied, and endeavoured to enter into conversa- 
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don with John Luncheon, the footman, who had 
anfiwered the gate bell ; but his questions were so 
gruffly dismissed, that he was utterly at a loss how 
to proceed. At last he mustered self-possession 
enough to say, ^^ I have come from my Lord at 
Chastington^haUon most particular business with 
my Leddy ; but really what ye say is very con- 
founding.'" 

Upon hearing this, John gave him immediate 
admittance, and conducted him to Mrs Foliaber. 

^^ What's a^ this amang yoa ?^ said he iohet as 
soon as the footman had left the room. ^^ Wharfs 
Leddy Sandyford, or that glaikit dattOMitoup^ 
Flounce, her maiden ? I would fain see the tone 
or the t - other.^ 

^^ As for that,"^ replied the deamms faouadbeepery 
^^ it iaimpomilde to give you any saitisfiu^tion.' The 
day before yesterday, the Countess^ as I mxat<iaOm 
tinue to call her tiU my Lord inatracts us to Ae 
contrary, left this in a post^haise alone finr Chaa* 
tingUm-faall.'' 

^^ That's no to be credited,^ cried Andrew, pe* 
trifled at the news ; ^^ for I left it this monuBg, 
and (die wasnji there.'' 

" Ah, well we know that," said Mrs Polisher ; 
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<^ iibe went bat twoKtage8,wlieve,fdgimig to be in- 
cEflposed, she stopped ; and next morning the feU 
loir Ferrers ctane to the inn where she then was.^ 

Andrew drew in hiK breath, as if he had been 
^eipeed in the most sensitive part with some acute 
iBBtrument, and then gave a long and deep puff of 
his breathy as if inwardly suffnring the greatest 
coiporeal anguish. 

<' Thffli,^ continued the house-keeper, ^< such a 
tragical scene took place, on her stepping into the 
carriage after bidding Mr Fetters &rewell, as ne- 
Tcr was witnessed. She fSunted cold dead, and he 
ran off in a state of distraction, and some think 
he has made away with himself.^ 

<< AH this,^ said our hero, ^^ ismost prodigious ; 
but how came you to hear so many particulars r^ 

^ Why, the fiiet cannot be cpiestioned,^ exchum^ 
ed Mrs FoMsher a little sharply, at hearmg any 
flimde of doubt cast on her information. " Mr 
Serviiial Idmself hiqppened to come up to the inn 
door at the critical moment ; and on seeing what 
took plaee^ dipped qiurs to his horse, and gallop- 
ped back to dliastiiigtonJuilly to inform his mas- 
ter of this mostscandalaus^^scovery.^ 
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'^ But how did you hear it ?-*-Wh6 gallopped 
here with this Uack story ? — Thaf s what I wish 
to know,*" said Andrew in a peevish accent, dis- 
tressed, and ahnost angry, he knew not why. 

" Oh !" cried the housekeeper, "ill tidiiigs are 
fast travellers. The chaise which her Ladyship 
had ordered for Chastington before she was detects 
ed by Mr Servhud, as soon as her fisllow was off, 
knowing it was all over with her character, sheor- 
dered round to Burisland Abbey, where she how 
is ; and her slippery nymph. Flounce, has gone 
there with , their bags and baggage. The .post- 
boys who drove her told the whole story to the 
Avonsides, and the groom, who came to fetch 
Flounce, told our men ; so there is no dubious 
possiUlity m the matter. The only thing that has 
consternated me in the business ia, how our Lady 
Sandyford was so blind as not to see through the 
craftiness of the plot. But I take great blame to 
myself for concealing from h^ what everybody in 
the house knew so well.'" 

" And what was diat ?^ inquired Andrew flor«> 
rowfully, quite overcome to find bis good opinion, 
of the Countess so uttarly wredtied* 
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" The'child.— The two goed-for-hbthings had- 
not been hare above three or four days till I found 
alt out-^vhere the brat was at nurse, and what 
beautiful clothes were so clandestinely sent to it,*" 
said Mrs Polisher; adding, in a tone of exidta- 
tion at having so completely established what she 
deemed the truth, ^^ And the creature Flounce, 
in her hurry, has left behind, a portrait of Ferrers, 
which we all know, for we have seen him often. 
I have it, and will deliver it to my Lord.'" 

*r Weel,*" ejaculated Andrew, with, a sigh, " I 
have come a gowk^s errand ; and what am I to dor 

At first an indescribable impulse of compassion, 
interest, and curiosity^ prompted him to visit die 
Countess at Burislahd Abbey ; fcr still, but it 
was billy for a moment, he thought there might be 
some mistake in die story ; but die tissue of cir^* 
cumstanoes was bo strong, diat he could not re^ 
sist it ; and he almost instandy reserved to return 
without delay to Chastii^ton4iall, in order to as* 
certain die whole extent of the derogatory cBsco- 
very which he was kd to believe Smvaal had 
made. On gipttu^ Elderbower, howtDV^, he re- 
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geeted ihst his sernces eouldxio longer be of any 
use to die Earl ? and that under the disagveelible 
<jfcain0tance8 which had oome to lights it would 
be more diacreet to return at once to town. Ac* 
oordingly, he proceeded straight to the NagV 
head, where he engaged a place in the London 
coach, and wrote a brief but characteristic note to 
the Earl, to the efPect, that finding he had been 
all in the wrong, he could do no better than go 
home to Mr Vellum^s work ; his only consolation 
being that he had been actuated by the best in- 
tentions. 

When his Lordship received this note, he read 
it over several times. He perceived that the in- 
fcnsnation which Andrew had obtained was in uni* 
son with the discovery that Sendnal had suppo* 
sed he hadmade ; and he Jiadooo doubt that it was 
perfectly true, and of the most afflieting kind. He 
affscted, howevdr, to; speak of it to his mother 
l%fady, and he paused the ddicaicy which dicta- 
tedAndrew^s lettes andresolutbn to retuzndbect- 
lyto London; but she soon saw theprofoundeSect 
infaiohit had produced, and trembled for the omy- 
8equenc<»u faralthougfalieseemiiq^innothiiv 
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cbmged ihe cUBy toijitxrie (^ his lecieatiaiM, she 
CMld diaciBm that ikete was a self^exertion about 
him that was whaUyat variance witih the easy air 
be affiscted ( and several times^when he«eemed to 
be mily leading at llie.table, she observed his eyes 
to wandbr vacantly round die room, and a tear 
drop upon the unnoticed page. More tfaiim once 
she began to speak with him on the subject :of his 
concealed sorrow, but he either broke away from 
her abrapdy, or exclaimed, with a sharp accent of 
vexation, ^' For Heaven'^s sake, spare me ; I can- 
not endure to think of what has passed !^ 

One afternoon he seined to have recovered his 
wonted serenity, but there was a tone of solemnity 
and sadness in his voice which filled the maternal 
breast of the Dowager with boding and dread ; 
and when, in the course of the evening, he happen- 
ed incidentally to remark that he considered him- 
self as the cause of his wife^s ruin, she was struck 
witha feeling of horror and alarm; especially wh^, 
in attempting to palliate the reflection that dicta- 
ted this sentiment, she hinted at the selfish dispo- 
sition which the Countess had always shewn. ^^Do 
not blame h»,^ he exclaimed; ^^ I was a foolnot 
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to have seen her true diaraeter firom the b^in* 
ning. I know not why I was so besotted as to be- 
lieve, that under her artificial manners I saw the 
latent principles and essence of worth, and virtues, 
and sensibilities. — ^Heavens, what a wretch I have 
been, if she did indeed possess any such qualities !"" 
And rising from his seat, he rushed wildly out of 
the room. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



A SCIENTIFIC BAEONET. 



Fon some time after the Eail of Samfyfindl^ 
deiiarture from Londoil, his. fiiend MordBxaA le^ 
mamed .anxious and indedAVe respecting his awtk 
matrimcoiialGoncenis. The Baionet still so strkdy 
adhered to faiis determiQation, that Jtdia fihonld^ 
marry BircUaiid, diat it was found alike imprae-> 
ticalfle to work upon his feelings or Im reason.' 
He had given his word, and that pledge he was 
resdlyed to redeem. 

Having exhausted eveary odier resouree^ of in- 
fluence and peraiadoB, Mordaunt at last^fecoi^ 
lected what the Eisrl said to him about our hero, - 
whose address and sagacity had indeed left a 
favourable impression on his own mind. But 
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there was something in the appearance of Andrew 
not altogeth^ sads&ctoiy to theprideof Mordannt ; 
and although he was inclined to consult him, he 
did not very clearly perceive in what manner his 
services could be rendered available. 

However, soon after Andrews's return to Lon- 
don, having sent for him to breakfast, in order 
to inquire respecting the unfortunate situation of 
Lord and Lady Sandyford, in the course of their 
ooh y fanflUapn he several times became thoughtful, 
aadjaUttded inadvertently to Ms ownmatrimonial 
pwwpec t 8» with donbt and anxiety. This, in one 
iwrtamiy, was so particular, that cor hero could 
nothripTcmaildng that he seemed troubled; and 
fnoi «Be thing to another,' Moidaunt at last opesft- 
edUa mind, describing the perplexity arising firam 
the inflraeCahie character .of Sir Thomas Beau- 
champ; at the same time expressing hisiegret, 
that the ciscimistanDes of Lord Sandyfbid should 
have been such as to deprive him of his powierfiil 
aasifltaaoe^ to. influence, if possible, the paternal 
fteliags of the Baronet. 

Andrew sat for some time silent; at Jast he 
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nidy '^ I casam uaderslaii^ wiuit^s the need o^ a* 
tfais&sfaerie; finrfludy, if die lad and the bue 
are baith irUUng, thejr may aoan eome Aegither." 

. ^< But," s^ed Moardbumt, << dme aretwo 
things to be consideied ; firat^ the chhgt(&on wUdi 
Sir Thomas conceives he is und» to Bihrhhnd> 
and MiBB Beanchamp^s.fortnne. If the many ^th- 
out her jGidier's consent, I am jffl>M<ded iie will 
cut her off with a shilling.'' 

^^ It would be very dure o^ the anld ciurl, 
were he to do the like o^ that fiat as far his 
promise, thatV biit wind o'^the nouth, and breath 
0^ the nostril. The siller, however, is a deeviL 
Vm thinking that a fiirtnne's no to be made, even 
by matrimonj, widiout trouUe. But no to miace 
the matter, what does the leddy hersel say ? Will 
sfaecin awa wi^ you ?" 

Mordaunt kaog^ed, and replied, the case was 
not so despante. 

. "^ Toot, toot r exdBim»d Andrew ; ^jehea 
vera weel that I didaa mean that she was to gal- 
lop, stridling on a horse, wi^ you in a podc before 
her, like a oadger wf a smuggled keg o^ bsandyy 
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or a butcher wi^ a calf frae the £Edr. But to speak 
proper English, if we maan be cm our prejinehs, 
will you an' her baith rin awa thegith^ P"^ 

*' No,'' replied Moxdaunt ; << that is the diffi- 
eidly. She will not oonsent to take any such dis* 
graoefid stepii'' 

^^ Fm thinking then, sir, that you should strain 
a point to get her ; for an that's her mind, shell 
mak you « vera decent wife.'' 
, '< Well," cried Mordaunt; ^ but how iff the 
point to be strained P" 

^' m gang and i^eak to Sir Thomas," said 
Andrew; ^* I would hear what he has to say anent 
the matter. Let me ken the rights o' the case 
&nt, and Aeb aiblins it may be in my capacity to 
bielp ybu*" 

^^ Depend upon% Mr Wylie," said Mordaunt, 
'^ that any interference of a stranger with Sir 
Thomas will only make matters wone^ He's a 
thoroc^h self-willed round^head,- and can only be 
dealt witii-by letting him have his own way." 
' " If he tlunks he has it, won't that do as weel, 
sir P-— Mr Mordaunt, an ye put your concerns 
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into my hands, ye maun just let me tak my ain 
gfilt, oar rn only ravel diem fay my meddUng. Is 
Sir Thomas at hame, think ye, even nod P^ 

'' Surely,^ exclaimed Mordaunt, in a tone of 
alarm, ^^ymi would not rush to him at once oh the 
business?^ 

^^ Dinna &sh your head about my ways and 
means, sir. Are nae ye wud for your wedding ? 
what for would ye put obstacles and delays to your 
ain pleasure ? Ill go to him outright ; so. just sit 
ye whar ye are till I come back. It^s easier to 
•zeuse an ill deed, than to gie satififiictory reasons 
beforehand for the doing o"" a good one. There- 
fm, Mr Mordaunt, sit still ; an"* if ye hae nae other 
playock, try if ye can persuade the cat to stand on 
her hind legs till I come back.^— ^And in saying 
diese words, our hero,with a smirking nod,whisked 
out of the room, leaving Mordaunt equally asto- 
nished at his humour and familiarity — distnistiag 
his prudence, while he admired his promiHitude. 

Andrew went directly to Sir Thomases ;' and, 
on the servant tiling the Baronet that a young 
man desired to speak with him on very particular 
business, he at once obtamed an audience. ^ 

10 
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Sir TlMknas ww » tatt^ neagre, ]uad^«f«und 
personage, Terging towsids Im gnnd duaaetaeia 
He had Mtde of die geMsai appearmce of & ooim- 
try gcndcmaii^ exeqit in the fbrahntss of Ilk com- 
plezion; indeed^ he had nerer eared nmch fiir 
field sports, nor for those kind of exercises, ao cb»» 
tribiitorjr' to • that hcastjr obsiiepeoms CBspoIency, 
which it coanaaonljr deemed tks nest rffmarfcaMg 
dbaraeteristie of dieregolar menibeni of s covaakf 
qaomm. The Baaramet, in fivt, was, in hia own 
opimoo, a man of scienee ; but whether he ex* 
celled most in botany, medbanios, chemistry, as* 
trDDoiBy,'mathematicsy oar meta;^y8icsy he had 
never ascertained^ having no neig^boniB who un- 
derstood even the meaning of the tenns. But 
undoabtedly his proficiency must have been vexy 
extxaordinary ; finr he had several timesread all 
the books in his library which related to dieae 
scisnces^ amomiting to neaily a hundred vohunes, 
part, of die collection of his maternal imceatosv Dr 
Giopingwit, who flonridiedin the Ai^^ustui reign 
ot Qoeen Anne,— -as Sir Thomas often, said of 
Ian; ^ A moot leanied man^ having been onex>f 
the oontemporaaea of die great Siz laaac New* 
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teii.''~To tfaii coUeotio% llie Bnrme^ hnmetf faid 
made no additions ; judiciously observing) yfhm 
any new book reUtive to his private studies was 
aoddeintally mentioned^ ^^ Those that dpnk at 
the fountain-head can never relish the waters of 
tlie poUmted stream.'^ And then he was went to 
spout with a soundii^ voioe, and a most tragied 
emphasis, both of look and gesture, the following 
verses from Chaucer :— 

" Oat of the old fidides^ as man saith, 
C(Hneth the new corn fiv> year to year ; 
And out of old book8> in good faith^ 
Cometh all new sdenoe^ that men lere." 

His favourite passage, however, from the poets, 
was the opening to Young'^s Night Thoughts, 
which he repeated sometimes on a Sunday even* 
ing to his sister Miss Lucretia, with so much slow 
solemnity, that sleep, in propria persona^ gene- 
rally paid her a visit before he got to the cadence of 

" Lights on lids unsullied with a tear." 

At the close of which, he was wont to give an aw- 
ful stroke on the table, as with the melancholious 
hand of Fate ; and Miss Lucretia as regularly then 
awoke, and said, ^^ Brother, what^s the clock ?^ 
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To this he as regularly TiepUed, with a smile of 
compassicfii, 

'* We take no note of time. 

To give it then a tongue was wise in man." 

But lif^ilig his watch from the table at his elbow, 
he sulgoined, ^f Ruig for tea."" 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



A BEMONSTBANCB. 



Anjxrew> when shewn into the Bikrohef s par- 
lour, was rather startled at his appearance. Sir 
Thomas was reading in an arm-chair, with his feet 
on the fender ; Im clothes had been hastily hud<- 
died on—Hi condition that cotdd not be altogether 
fairly attributed to having hurriedly dressed him- 
self on account of the sharpness of the weather, 
for in all seasons he breakfasted in that state, and 
sat till about twelve o^clock. His stockings were 
loose, his knees unbuttoned, his nedcdoth untied, 
and a slovenly grey duffle morning-coat careless- 
ly invested the generality of his figure ; while an 
old for cap had succeeded his night-cap, and was 
destined, when the sun passed the meridian, to be 
supplanted in its turn by % wig. 

VOL. II. D 
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<< Well, friend,'* said he to Andrew, looldng 
orer his shoulder as he entered the room, ^^ what 
are your ccHnmands ?^ 

^^ I hae something that I would say to yon,'' le- 
plied our hero; and he glanced at the venerable 
Miss Lucretia, who was sitting on the opposite 
side of the fire, busily employed in examining the 
weekly bills of the family. This look, if Sir Tho- 
mas had observed it, was meant to intimate awidi 
that the hdy mif^t be requeiBttiA W ftvotur t&em 
wil2i ber absened'; butk wim tainiBitioed, and Aw-^ 
dftW' oottiiiiaedy *^ Ibtlfe^ sir^ y^ hn^mtm ae^ 
quaiatffiMse^ wilte H^ Motdrnmu'^ 

^ I li^iow the gitttteftM^'' iispfied ri^ 
elosing die boob^ aid^fecddngirem^ittder Bli ^^- 
taeWat tf he'^xpeetod iMiiiieAiing ii^^ 

^He%a wiNtliy geoAk/oMni' s^ii^Ms^tfewy <'^»d 
i am sure has a^gireatf reefpee ftr yoll^ and^woufii 
do oay tUn^ to-obi^e'ym in kh power.^ 

<< Hem r qjMidMed tiie B)u:tQ«iet; and 1^ 
cretia looked askimce ftom Jm bouiiehold bilb uu 
wards the d^tfdvoeaifeek <^ But wtmt^s the drift of 
aU this, yow^; man P* inc[iiired &^ Thomas, lin- 
ing his book on the taHe^ amf tbUngoffliiiri^ite* 
tacles. 
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Wt m good tami Ufiae, I nfiA hkiir weel> sAA 
would &in hope A»t tiiiig^ mf^ bo past tem^f 
iMCwMir Udi and yoa ; Ibv if As/fn the ciUM, he's 
a gooie dibk^'o^ dead mut^ 4$ tile stfyilig b, and I 
dodbthiadeat]MU:ifflllkrati^«tdD(», Si^Tho- 



Thr BaiioHt looked 'mmaskf ctegree df lOtuUze^ 
nettt; »d lifiss LucMiar ^ h^ Mm, glaife^' 
her ktfBlady^ ejeft fivgr *e iMfr iMiNf, Itti^ then-'ott' 
h.0t farbihai^ 

Andrew saw that andtrjF, aftd ecme&ded tlictt* 
Sir Tkomaa meim to signify te' tfiotagirt him m- 
sane, for he obsei^ed him totid^ his Ks^ebead^as 
he dtadarfy xepliedKrMidi Lacffitiafi^ o^tikar in. 
terrogatmn HeWrei^^nonrdbcoiieisf^bd^heiiitlpe^ 
fid^oiMiliim^/^ Killlarm^ Sir Tkona^^ that 
il?0 wyuryonr natme^te hann thehflu^o^tf dej^^- 
fap kds a gntleniail} tia^ has a gVFat l«gard 1^ 

tIrMKJulia.'' 

Miu EwbwdBr iUaifdotttfct Ae titv^ift^aden'c^ 
he^ Iriih^and^pttrilifl^ IM^ &er ^hilii^fretti IH^ 
table, 81^ Mvpvq^^aMcMdhilek^ Th^BWmifs' 
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under-]ip feU down, and it Irould be difficnlt to 
say whether hiB eyes dr mouth inoist strongly ex- 
pressed the wondering of his sprit. 

^* Ye maunna be surprised. Sir Thomas, at 
what Fm saying, for it^s a truth that Mr Mor- 
daunt'*s in a state of great distress o^ ndnd^ and 
he^s my friend, and I canna but try to serve him. 
But he "says, Siir Thomas, yotfre such a man of 
your word, that I haire no hope yell ever ccmlBent 
to give him your -dochter* To that, however, 
sir, I answered, that surely ye were a rational man, 
and would hearken to rationality.^ 

^^ Whaf s your name P^ inquired the Baronet 

" My name^s Andrew WyBe." 
. ^^ And did Mr Mordaunt sdid you to speak on 
the sttlgect to me ?^ resumed Sir Thomas. 

*^ No, sir ; he was confounded when I offered to 
oome; but better to hae a finger off than ay ach- 
ing. There was nae need that he should pine 
ony langer in pain; or you. Sir Thonuis, live in 
anxiety, lest Miss Julia and him should rin awal* 
to Gretiia^reeti;fi>if die sic like has been befinre. 
I'm sure this sens3>le leddy here kens that yeVe- 
runmng a dreadfid riflk of an elopemeBt^ 
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" I know nothing about it,'' exclaimed Miss 
Lucretia, with an indignant snort. 

" Nae offence, madam^ I hope," repKed An- 
drew ; " but I'm vera sure ye wouldna, ony mair 
than Sir Thomas himsel, Uke to see Miss Julia 
and Mr Mordaunt j^huing awa' in a chaise and 
four, and you and her father flying like twa des^ 
perate tigers after them, and no able to catch 
them.'^ 

« Why, friend,'' said the Baronet, ." this seems 
to be a very singular interference on your par^— 
I don't understand it, How came Mr Mordatmt 
to consult you in an affair of this sort ?" 

" Ye wouldna. Sir Thomas, hae me to be. my 
ain trumpeter ?" replied our hero, significantly. 

'^ Then, to put an end to the business at once, 
my word is pledged to Mr Birchland." 

" So Mr Mordaunt said. But ye maun just 
break your word. Sir Thomas, for ia broken word's 
nitething to a broken heart." 

^ I tell you, friend, tJiat I will hear nothing 
farther on this subject," replied the Baronet. 

" We'll hae twa words about that. Sir Thomas. 
I dinna thi^ noo<, Baronet, that ye're just such 
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« eontumiicioiis mm m t0 heovtt o' the rea^h o' 
reason a' thegitlK^, or I wduUiw sf&tlk to jmxss 

4n' a' eaqiediew ^aity. Tliercfore, Sir Tbonm, 
ye mmn ComAf^ tbif JHftflar wiA a rod and A 
jsfi^uid miiidt W y^^ W ray preteDttons io guiok 
idion at a' ; for Wb no jmit^ liottiiils o* fKoMbi. 
J^y |;lu^ gome ispimig 0^ Jang ye may saBt and 
ring for your dochter, wliiskit awa^ wi^ the GAet^ 
Imimi an ye eo^tl^iKs Jin tbk temthipe.JBsposi* 

^^ J)(NMi Har4i»»H; waafi tQ force ^ 
ner to gire my ^KV^sent?^ mA At Bmmd^ aan. 



.^* fpi sm?e,'' jneg^Ued .Aindrefr^ ** that I «ft nae 
liyrciiig «b9itf it* Butifye will gfury pur ^oditer 
marry a mw iih$ doesna Uke^ irbat odnfitttirii 
y# ^?|t fy$(d yeiir dure i^f^id of hmioury m ye hear, 
|« l^ flMi 4 we^k aftc^ tiie wedding, a' thi^hig 
wigs 0^ Doctors^ Conitttunsln a cevunotian?*' 

f^ TkeWfAnmi^mk mviAog to cay daughter's 
honpur and ;^iii^diple9 F ^xdainied the Bai»n«l, 
waihfuily. 
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ig|ig«9 lure inadk m ^flivaiw and ii^8 jd^^ 

titifti AlwJuli* iPd Mr Motdannt were trjstai 

ip»i|ul{; Ae Iftws^' Crodl w]>e9 ye would tary to wt 
4ttdb tU$ JMtunlL atlmetten or affinity o^ their spi- 

. T^ «oudh^ the fhi|(iip|diy of Ae Binmei, 
jMid <9^»ed to him aviewefi^eaidgeetlhsthad 
wm ^peesevled itself to him befieoBe, and he said, 
,<< Aie you aofaaioibed viA tiie Newtenuai phl- 
4owphy?'' 

<^ 'l^eod noj or; I mrer fnah nqr hesd wi' nc 
Jbareis; fcnrif aman^ Tcttdb" eonunoABense, Iwon. 
der what the wimbt heU he m" phiioiophy. Can 
jjfailofopby mend a chih^fb^ ot {mt undenBtand- 
|i|g in a toom h^ad— I donbt m« Truly,, sir, it 
hdlOTea you to. think on what I hae srid. First- 
ig, tbepe inK!^ he an cbpemeni ; seoandly, these 
jp»y ha MAse ; and thirdly* and assuredly, ime 
wi^ or another, thcr^ wifl he a hrokcsi heart, and 
the sin and falame o' a^ will rest an yonr head. 
Taft a? wards a' lamour in a case hka this?— 
What's a word i>' honow ntair than any ither 
.WOfd? It'a Just witti. Sir Tbomaa; and if yell 
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tak my advice, the sooner ye break it, yell be 
the easier. O, Sir Thomas, ye look like a mn 
that has AMimethiiig fatherly in you ! But thmk cT 
.auld doited Jepth^ ; what did he get by his radbi 
vow ? What consolation was it to him to see his 
lovely daughter lyinginh»winding*sheet? Words 
0^ honour. Sir Thomas P — Snufi o^ tobacco. But 
TH sae nae mair at present, I see ye^re priddfc 
Oh, Sir Thomas, Sir Thomas ! there'*s nae plaister 
for a wounded conscience, nor solder for a broken 
heart. It will be an awfu** thing when ye He down 
to die, to tlunk o^ the shame or misery o^ your 
enly daughter ; and di«t but for your own out^ 
strapalous obstinacy, ye might hae left her in fel^ 
city, or been laying your hand in prayer on tibe 
heads o^ her bonny wee baimies, a^ greeting like 
bleeting lamUes at your bed-side. Think o^ that. 
Sir Thomas-*think o^ that ; and if ye can then 
set yourself up against the laws o^ God and na- 
ture wi' ycHir daft words o^ honour, I ken mysel 
whafs the name that will best fit you.^ 

The ascendancy which our hero here assumed, 
and unconsciousiy felt, produced a profound effect 
on the Bafonet'^s mind and heiot. He rose from 
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hi^'aeat and walked across the room ; he halted 
and looked at Andrew ; he then seemed to turn 
his thoughts inwardly, and again he paused. ^^TeQ 
Mr Mordaunt^^ at last he said, ** to come to me.'^ 
^^ That^s a man,^ exclaimed Andrew; ^^ noo 
ye^ like yoursel, Batonet ; gladly will I tell Mr 
Mordaunt, — so I wish you a vera good morning. 
Ye see, madam, what it is to hae a kind heart like 
Sir Thomas ; it'*s the source o^ a** delight and oom- 
Jmrt in this world, begettmg friends and quenching 
foes.p-*-6dod moramg to you again. Sir Thomas, 
and to you too, madam.^ And withihis our hepro 
fukted ihe room^ and. sped with what speed he 
6ouId t6 mfiam Mordaunt of the happy result of 
his lisit 
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.CHAPTER IX. 



£)9COOEA6ElfS9<IT« 



A 9Xf9r dUfB flftw lUii intemair, Ai^^ 
a letter &em idk grawViMitlyr^ irtiacb ihemwtar 
bad vtfMm 4# W dietafidii. it sdated ddMf 
td 8o»e «mfi toatiten tlMtti«he pas aendBng; lM|t 
!toottt«ine4 « {MMtecdpt fton TaM^ifll i^^ 
wUcli gave bim more pleasure — he could nal tsU 
irhy — than even the aflfectionate spbrit which 
breadied through the other simple sentences. 

Mary Cunningham, who by this time had re. 
turned a full-blown young lady from Edinbui^b 
to the Craiglands, in her walks round the viDage, 
often called at the cottage, and jocundly diatted 
with old Martha about WheeHe, as Ae s^ 
conlinued to call him ; and, ait the time when: 
the master was employed as amanuensis on tbis 
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fciter, ali»]uifpeQed to €«M k. Onbeii^iold 
SsjrwbiQBL ikut lettoriras intended, dbe Mod, in her 
M^ imd jfffiglilSy my, ^ Gi^e siy <xMii]^ent8» 
«ndiiijr I «m still ^tttbigv and that he must do 
all he tan to mabe Ub gceat Cirtuite aoaii, or may- 
be 111 diange my imd. fiay, FU no have faiaa 
imlefli he eome in hie awn coach and fovr.^ 

The master irae amneed with the freedom of 
die pUyfld Tatde, and tttenily iriote down the 
meeeage as it had been deiiimred^ adding^ fiom 
hfaDsril^ ty^ way of news, ^ WiBism Cuaningfaam, 
Ina^Mdier, has gotte jnto (he aimy^ naaeb to the 
grief and disgieasare of his aunt, who regaided 
Jlim ae the httt cf dm mak Une of iheiwuly. As 
«rlheLaii^*'€aiidsimdthea(UMter, f^he'^ just 
daimeeing about ^ doors m hie old wsy, with his 
hands, as you fimt noticed, in his pcmcfaes ; but 
heVa Wamelass bodie, and sinoe his last increase 
by die renewed tacks of die Braehead, and dw 
I^iOdfhigusteue fkrms, he has been yeiy land to 
the poeiv^liaisng divided &wb load of victual 
among all the needM in dm parish.'' 

While our heeo was reading dns episde, Charles 
Pterston dmwsed to aiU, and said, on hearing die 
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pari^rapb^— foi hie had now bc^^ to qieak vUh «ri 
EngKsh aceent,— ." Why, this ia frrnktaaasj^TT 

"Hoot, Charlie,'' replied Andreir, '^yei^ai 
very weel I dimst never even mysel to. Crai^anjf « 
only daughter, and ye may see ihrou^ her Ue* 
ithers, that she's maidng a &ol o' nte-^na, Wh 
man— Mary Cunningham's settii^ .her cap for^ja 
soldieiwofficar in gold lace. The vayisigh^^.of dc 
a puddock as me in the capacity of a jo, would 
:gar her kick me ower on my back wi' her tae." 

" Love is blind," replied Pierston ; ^^ and.wha 
kiiows biitcshe may tihink ymx a likely. handsome 
feUow." 

" If she did," cried Andrew, half serioua^, 
" I would think her a terrible tawpy — and. I^ 
sure I would as soon stick a rose in my bosQpi wi* 
a kailworm in't, as take the bonniest.lass ti^ftt,«yer 
was seen for my wife, that could be gui}^ iTonj 
-sic havril fancy." . . 

From the time that our hero had .been iiivj^ed 
to Sandyford-house, Charles had remarli^ .a 
change in his depoctmcait, for which he > could not 
account, Andrew never having mentioned diher 
that circumistance or the masquemde.; It bn^ 
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hfmtfrety tbe eSeet of producing a feeling of de- 
fbrenoe to his opinions,^ mhich he could not over- 
ecttte. WyUe bore his raillery as gaily as dyer^ 
but there was a self-command, and a pith in jMime 
of' his obsenrations, irych b^ot a respect that 
UMonsciously made Charles fed himself the inib- 
rkr, in spite of all his fashionable dash and figure. 
TIds feeling, hoveyer, was unmixed witih any of 
that invidious alloy, which die secret sense of in. 
fieriority commonly produces in mean and seated 
ndnds; for-Pierston was natuvslly firank-hearted, 
and there was -something 'm the dbaracter of his 
friend which he Uked, even while he could not fo^ 
strain his disposition to laugh at him. 

Why a yoiilh in Andxew^s station should have 
concealed fiom his companion the honour confer* 
red on bim by Lord Sandyford, we shall not at- 
tempt to exjdiain. It may be that he' though 
Charles would suspect that he had been invited 
BMely to make ami^scsiient-^ humiliating oonsi^ 
dAtetk>n«-Hor, perhaps, judging from the ambir* 
tious love of show in his friend, he might appro- 
hend ihat he would teaae him to procure his -ad- 
missioa to the same fashionable parlies. In either 
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«loilg|li fiviM l» j««te llwiiKt; ndilitt^ t)bt^ 
Mae ttthcr godl mAtfubMn^xoMM liMl kMi^ 

fiwm CiMBhg t be , fW Bi tt rf the c^riwtfriwiaij <t^ 
kry which tbtJBWlliid 90 gtMnniiljr oltiined 
ftrUn Thtt fSKWisftNDM ooQUMmd n^^ 
lAflr ihe ohmrrMbii vhkh ive hftw qu«iai» !• 
«fty, ^ By Ihe vfffyjSAidiev, 7W1 hftTenercr iiU 
me die enomii ef ' Ae urage,' m jmi «iil it^ 
«di]i^ hss cndbkd jom io he fo Hboal to jfmat 
graadnietherf^Hinv QOMih is il ?** 

^ Keaoiiiidar iishnadhsediKHBidii^'' fCf^U^ 
dreiTy appmently laAeaielefle sunvier* 

'^ I deubk,^ lejA Caisdtf, «" if it do tM «r^ 
Ijr aEoetd, tha eoaehvuLfenriiabekHRgof eov 
mi^'ftmnwd.*' 

AadjMv lanfi^ed, and jd4i ^ A fhck ivf 1^^ 
C3iaifie,«ill iqregnig M&rjM ft fmmiMi' f^r^, 
and I^ no fett V 
• ^ Tim,'' died Fiarefedn; << £nr I heire m 
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littk pettutty^ '^ I diuM Jike ^l-^^n Irmm 
iwmffiA je Mfbt emdi yim JcJkei^ biii;.iirflno 
lllH^'«( tvm t^Hdl me In Out gsii^ ihat porvcn- 
JQF ^4<Aim!ad m^ ftim iMftiog so hif^ tBom 
Ikva^ I hid iMen m ImHr Md at owue m 

" Upon my oonsdepii^'* nffiedPkfftflB, hngk- 
)ig^ <^Ibfidii0»oi»»n9»^irefofiNr0NMu Tbe 
fMfim'ik \»iMokf mi Amfkj 'mynre.'^ 

J^wixtm iwddMcdt and flaid idiaqrijr, ^ An I 
wm» «ae» vbirli I am mc^ je aui^ tpm iiir 
yoat jeen, considering the unpoadbilitieto hetm^uk 

^ Ppa» poa r criad Ornkm. '' Faint haaart 
never won fidr hidy, — and wit, which you do w/at 
9W<» bolfa in Aa afccalagani of lava andwacis 
viirdi a walUranad lag."* 

f' WH imif^t yau to psavflrib aM j^UUIy iha 
iuld tala 0' Beauty «nd tha ftsaat P"" Mid Andnw^ 
I»aii4qpl(asadbytliaafcaevy«tipn. "^BiU^CIhar^ 
gi^ fta maka m end o\ a* dataia on Ilia iultiact* 
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yeHx^My olblige me by never spi^akiiig o* Miury 
Cunningham ; for ye ken as well as I do, that no 
lassie wonld be so free if¥ ony young lad, if she 
had the least spunk of affectionfot him.^ 

*^ Well^ well,* exclaimed Pierston, ^* but get 
twenty thousand pounds as fast as ye can, and 
then aikray to the Cnuglands, where, if ye speak 
auld crabbit Miss Mizy finr, 1^11 bet ten to one 
that there have been more hopeless speculations 
than yoor chance with Mary.^ 

Andrew made no answer for some time to this, 
but sat pursing his moudi for about a minute, 
when he said, ^^ She wouldna tak me wi^ twenty 
thousand pounds, and that^s mair than I can noo 
hopefor.*^ 

** Noo !' cried Charles, " why noo ?— what 
has happened to make the likelihood ^eas than it 
wasT 

Anorew had alluded^ in his own mhid, to ^ 
termination of aU farth^ hope and expectancy 
with Lord San^yfi>rd ;^ but not choosmg to ex- 
plain himself, he said carelessly, ^^ Atweel, I 
dinna ken what for X should t|dnk my$el less 
likely noo than before, of getting twenty thousand 
8 



vGooQle 



ENCOUBAGSMBNT. 80 

pounds,^— -and urith this obseryatioii the mterview 
ended. 

Pierston, however, paid but little jeff^ti to the 
injunction with respect to Mary Cuxu^ngham; 
on the contrary, he took every oppoit^ty of 
rallying Andrew more and more. And an event 
had already taken place, that was calculated to 
verify some of the joeuli^ predictions which be 
was in the practice of sporting on the 8al||ect. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

On the Sunday following, after the conversa* 
tion described in the preceding chapter, Charles 
Fierston called again on his fiiend, and, with a 
look pregnant with merry mischief, said, on en* 
tering, " Now, Andrew, ye must promise no to 
be angry with me, and 111 tell you news. Mary 
Cunningham^s in London. Her brother has been 
wounded in one of the late battles,. and she's come 
up, with Miss Mizy, to nurse him ; for he's not 
in a condition to be removed to Scotland.^ 

To have judged by the e^nression of our hero's 
countenance, it would not have been thought that 
he received any pleasure from these tidings ; £ot 
he looked confused, and his colour went and 
came. 
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dffiser »aBii4Mn^cd £afUm. Vm snof fir Mt 
faiparty iuid I hflfie al^B sio. deadly.^ 

^ But Maijr is 0CQim m<mi hemii&l,^ md 
PieiBtoii v«0guUj. ^ She cdinad nidi {leriBint 
at my upde^s yMtand^r. iHvdt Aaimwj omo^ 
butye'&'getaittiieanyiegftlMri Sabaiaqpiiei 
my Jdn^ fiir you; lad I pcomiaeci to Id you 
bum wbene ibcy ase in lodgjiiiga» £ir ilia jocpotim 

^I liae no QeeadoB,^ aiid Attdafir, wAAiguuH 
ainplicity. 

jcrn iM soboolridifoiir P Z Jia^a ooioe an fnqpaii 
ddsjiuinumgtQJiikeyaan&me* Cwwih^ni 
nil! be gl^d to see ym ; »d Misb ISixy Iienetf 
bade m^ say, liiat die Has iaqg 'fixxj^van lliia dki» 
Yihy 3&' ihe pjvt^ 

'' And I bae Soa^mn iter, ioo^^ iqdied jlal^ 
dxew; <<f(nrUlRl»mlp'fhalI««rAefi%Pi^ 
bybeaRlT 

fiUk loveteUaidlJbtelMadtfsMic^ yrka^ 
Charles, kughing. 
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<' 111 tcfl you irhAt it is, Charlie VienUmy^ 
mi Aac^mr . scn^usljs *^ I dinna like this daft 
nonsense ci yours i and Fm sure ^iss Cnnning* 
ham would be Tera angry, if , she heard you daver 
in that gait about her* So say no jnore about it^ 
uidflBS. ye vant to pck a .quarrel wf me, which I 
am juse and certain y^ h^ no intent to ^do."^ ' 

^ O, T«ry well P eickdmed Herston ; '< if you 
Aon'l Uce'to hear g^t, Tm sum it> no baaness of 
mine ; but Miss Cunningham is a Sae spirited 
girl, and if yoii don^ raa^ haste, she^U be taken 
out (^ your hands.^ 

'^ T})]a is wicked hams, qharlie,'' cried An- 
dww, in a short and shrill peevish lucent, as if 
he had beeii pricked wildi needles. ^' I'm in iio 
oondidon o' life to crrtn; mysel to her, and' that 
tkoviUL cork' your gab. But, howsomcTer, PU bo 
glad to go with you to see Willy; and I hope hia 
sister may be oat, Son she'9 as thoughdess ' as 
jwtrsel, and ne^er deranls Jeering me.'' > ^ 

*< Then come with me { and if she should 1^ 
out,'' said Pi^tm dryly, << y«*Il be able to hare 
more talk wHh tbat annable creature^* aunty 
Mi«y.'' 
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<< D^'iTs iii the fiOlow, I would as teon meet 
m" a pow-head ift iqy ^ponridge at ony tiaie» as wi^ 
tlie add red-hebbit ruht,'" said Andrew, soiiaewliat 
restored to good^huin'our, as he prepared hiinaelf 
to go out with Charles. 

PierstoQ pretended t6 remiirk, that he aeenied 
to take a little more pains than usual witii his'ap* 
pearance, and said, ^* Dear me, Ajoidrew, sorely 
ye never intend to call on such ladies in that old- 
fashioned style? Ithoji^htbytbbtkneyouwould 
have changed yoiur t^ildr, and had a more spruce 
coat for Sunday .^^ 

^^ What's the matter wi' this coftt) CharUer 
said our hero pawkilyv thinking ttf - the j^rties 
where it had been oftea wchu idch fidrmore eea^ 
sidexation than many of the most fashiteabb 
there.-^^^ There's ^no ae ^tedk: broken. Na^ na, 
I allow mysel but ae tiew coat in the iftittj and 
this niaun serve f(» ox months yet*' 

Pierston, who was well sm^x^ €f£ the arigiDai 
penury of Andrf^wV drcua^stanoes^ and xeqpeeled 
the firmness of hii^ dharaqter^: did not pu&h hia 
saUki^fivtheronhkifVeai^ceaiiddrestf^ Had 
he» however, been acquainted with the actual 
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of U^ hamsm,. te f^filtt lULVe^ dg^lged 
Iiw as. MB of Ae^ jaotft sin#A <>f mo^^ 

Cbniivi Un tlnqt Ids mi^ isf^^ 
in bufiinefls on his own acdottsi^ and Mo^ AM 
Ik taott te Bdghi lunw i# fe his power to he of 
mmetmis Aait€m. Tlmeum hoUi pAik tad 
kMwsffiatiii^; lmid«^h«ybl&k^tfitf wmfitii 
off'tfatrliMHr mmioMXr 
. I» tbi» sort of «oAi^eito«dtm th^ teil^hed Saek^ 

in the second floor of the same house where M^ir^c 
difUlt lod^^cid; TUftsMi was tf little mortified to 
fiMltbeiD solhralbf^ miVban^ "ciiehidith^ 
liM»t?oeMilsMiz5^; iflk{gkig^thttt itw^uiiWM^ 
Ayaf peofltf (^ihrir fc^tuM^ «ii)^b^ so-nleanfy ae- 
oMiBKidated. Andk^e^^ itMi!sli# fflMehtan^ bcm 
4^ opiaioxiy l^M pleaded iMA't^ cilpeiimstimce ; 
because, by his ac4UiRfitttnee> #ith' Mbi^dimttt, it 
gave hbnatf o]^pdMUMiy of bein^ Itidiitietly iMn, 
Us: it w»»«, bjr Maiy GunfiittjghaiiHi oki ar vant^e 
gioufid diat he celild boC difidiii4sd h^e so easily 
iM^hedr AAd»i^h]ii4i^m'thiri,i(«4iife'h«i$e^ 
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Chaitk» tip Btiirli be&ie iuBy te M]^t>M Inftf tfo 
drawing-Too&i, whene Mafdani ir w m Acr fifei9 
aMii^, engaged <nt mhiki pttp^lrBi cilAnWCiJit iMth 
tkt axfctegemeiicv fbr hk VMOMflage, tfldck iiVdi' l» 

Manhnnt, wbionr «dbidiialfitf df ^If^h^ 

bf ibtt In^p)^ eSm^otU^nfa^eiamm»e ip^ Sir 

s^rifa^ f* i amridttb %«0H^ W^^i ito fnocBf in. 
dsMed 10 ;«% tUf : I ti^ 5nili Hftl ^tmt l&e 
afli6tigT y0i» ttimdk ^ mAiilMft M a#f liiae you 
cm point out iii whinN^^ftiii'ki ttif poirer Id 
sfar^' ^d% X must Atid eiBp«^ ydu ^- cMtn ^c; 

piint of vksti^ 'M«ri^ €iis(^s^teiif^ {hit asdi^ 
rone came to ^ift fito «S» ittS^iiiig idf ; flikd he' 
sMd; WlMi0v«tf tll»' tlftte »^i^^ Ant If^ ttdghi^ 

Mwdjuttt on iMs i«ei«eM;^ Yak pMtib^^ «ftd 
dbelkTecb t^kfe «ttoldcl< iio« otify hsi^ Haxfota:' 
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diait> but that lie voold never kee a proper oe- 
ciflion tb apeak tif his meritii and abOxdes. 

Aiiiiew, with this assusance of prosperity in 
hereafter, left Mordattnt, and with a light foot 
mouiUed the stam to the sitting-room above, 
where, knocking wUh Us knuckle, he was imme- 
diatdy admUted by Maiy Cunningham herself. 
CharleiEiPierston was in the nH»n widi her, and it 
was evident, ftom die cdccessiV^ inteijectiflim of 
joy with which she rebeived him, that they had 
been oontriving scnne mirthful salutation. But 
although, iaoL the fint maaaent of meeting, this 
was p}|dnly the case, diere was in her manner, al- 
most immediately after, a sentiment of unaffected 
pleasure towards him, xii a more moderate, but 
deep^ kind; and she tr^ted him with something 
yeiy like that cheetfiil Md pUre affixtion which 
subsbts between a brother and a sister. 1^ ex-* 
pressed her satis&cdon that he had been so for- 
tunate to obtain the good will of his master, and 
spoke to him of the love and interest which his 
grandmother shewed to him, and of her honest, 
pride at every little token of his affection. But 
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ihere vas sometldiig like a feeling of co&descfen- 
flion in this kindness^ thht he liked less than her 
banter. And though more put out of countenance, 
he was yet much better pleased, when she te* 
minded him of several little tillage anecdotes, and 
d^sdibed his ludicrous appearance behind the 
tombstone conning his Psalms. 

But this momentary embarrassment was relie* 
ved by the entrance of Miss Mizy, who came out 
of Cuimingham's bed-ro6m with an air of prodi*- 
gi<»tts consequentiality, addressing herdelf with a 
simper to Pierston, who could with difficulty keep 
bis grxnty^ while she glanced askance at our 
hero, ais on a creature of an infmor order of beings. 
Many tUngs had occurred to convert Andrew^s 
Audike of Miss Mizy*s superdliotisness into con- 
tempt ; and with a degree of nonchalance that nei- 
iher Mary nor Pierston could withstand, he said, 
*^ £b dear 1 Miss Misy, but ye^re looking aUld 
fike«-4 douldna hae thought that in sae short a 
titae there would hae been sic a change.*^ 
. The -^Id^Iy gaitlewoman did not well know 
uteA rej^ljr to mid:e to this most iiteverent salu- 

VOL. II. E 
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tttion ; but at last she said, tartly, '* It\ no the 
case wi' thee, Wheelie, for thou*8 just the same 
wee Uackent like taed as when you left the Stoney- 
hobn.'' 

" Ay, Miss Mizy," said Andrew, *' neither you 
nor me can help our looks. We^re baith made 
by the hand of God, and the art o^ man camia 
mend us.^ 

^^ Thou was aye a sorrowfii'* laddie,^ cried Miss 
Mizy, both nettled and divated by this address, 
for, with all her acrid humour, she was not insen- 
sible to the influence of Andrew's drollery. <'And 
they would need lang spoons that sup wi' the dell. 
— Howsomever, I'm glad to see thee looking sae 
weel, and to hear o' thy weel^cloing.^ And she then 
proposed that Andrew should adjourn to see his 
old «chool-fellow. 

Time, which had not improved the charms of 
Miss Mizy, had wrought a great change on Cun- 
ningham. He was grown into a fine manly figure, 
and his profession had brought out and confirmed 
the bold and decisive features of his chainct'er. 
His wound, howerer, confined him to'liis «oudb. 



vGooQle 



.XNSXOHT. 99 

and hecf^M q&Ly weLcome, Andrew with a ge- 
nesous skafte; of 'tile lkflad,->*^zpc688mg his ad* 
ndratiois^ at the unchanged cduiplieity of las ap. 
peacaKe. 

Maiy, who had Aooampani^d our.hero into her 
brother^s apartment, still harping on the old theme, 
reminded them of the pyet-plot, and joked with 
Andrew on the loss of his first love, Maggy. 

Experience of the world, the freedom, it may 
be the licentiousness of a military life, had given 
Cunningham a knowledge of womankind above 
his years, and he looked sharply for a moment at 
his sister, in such a manner as brought a blush 
into her cheek that spread over het neck and bo- 
som ; nothing, however, farther passed, — ^for the 
necessity that Cunningham was under, on account 
of his wounds, of remaining undisturbed, obliged 
them to leave the room, and return to that in 
which Miss Mizy and Pierston were sitting. An- 
drew did not resume his seat, but nodding a good 
morning, moved to go away. In turning round, 
his eye caught several cards on the mantle-piece ; 
and, among others, he observed an invitation, 
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stieking ostentatiously behind tlie glasS) from his 
friend the Duchess of Dashingw^ll ; but he said 
nothing. The moment, however, that he got into 
the street, he contrived to shake off Pierston, and 
went immediately to pay his respects to her Grace. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



STILATAGEMS. 



Akd&ew, from their first meetings had conti- 
nued a great favourite with the Duchess ; but ha- 
ying, from motives of delicacy towards Lord and 
Lady Sandyfcnd, abstained from the parties of 
their friends, her Grace began to wonder what had 
become of him, and his reception, in consequence, 
was unusually free and cordial. After the buoy- 
ancy and gladdenings of her joyous welcome had 
subsided, she requested that he would make a 
point of coming to her ball— -the same to which 
Miss Cunningham and her aunt were invited. 

" m do that, my Leddy Duchess, with the 
greatest pleasure,^ was his answer ; " for there^s 
a young lady frae the same country-side wf me, 
that I understand is likely to be there."" 



vGooQle 



lOS CHAYTEB XI. 

^^And pray who is that?*" cried her Grace, 
" looking a Jittle.slylyj^-and not a little surprised at 
thfe" Reason/ ' '" * '••• 

: :/" ^il^&r.Ciipnihgham,^ was the reply, and there 
was a degree of diffidence in the tone in which it 
was said, that still more exdted' the curiosity of 
the Duchess, who immediately exclaimed,— 

*^ On my conscience, Wylie, you are a man 
of infinite taste, as well as jest. She is very beau- 
tiftil, and pomeisses an air oflife^ fOid fasliloii un- 
^n^noA ftr a country girl.'^ 

^^ She's weel ^nieugh im didbe gudcf,^ said Att- 
drew, half blushing ; and, with aft alfeded simpfi- 
dty, seemingly intended to parry the mirtbfill 
malice wfaieh'he'saw her Ontee-i^aimust^ifhi^'fer 
an assault, but in realit)r to inveigle her into his 
intdr^sts ; for* he knew that the open and Wl^e 
heartiness of her disposttkm would) if onee en- 
gaged on his side» make Utile scruple in setth^ 
him off to the best advantage. 

<* Why, Wylie," she exclaimed, "Koi^ long 
■ haVe you known Mifes Cunningham ?" 

" 0, ever since we were bairns/' 

" Bairns !" cried the Duchess^ 

« It's a perfect truth,'' replied Andrew ; « her 
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fa&er was the Laixd, and Vm but a cottar'sson 
-H30 I wouldna hae you ftncy, because I should 
.be ^bd to meet Miss Cuuningham at your ball, 
.that I hae ouy other mc^ve than the pleasure of 
semg an old aoquamtance."^ 

^^ If any other being than youreel^^ cried the 
.IJmh&Kt, *^ had said so,. I m%ht perhi^ have 
half behieyed him^— but I know you too well^ 
Wylie — my cousin Mordaiint has told me what 
you hftTcf done for him, and that Sandyfinrd writes 
you have morr skill in the common law of human 
nature, than all the twdve ju^^es have of the 
laws of the land — so no going about the bush with 
^e-<*-I see you are in love with Mis» Cuaningham 
— ^that's the perfect truth * 

<< Weel, my Leddy Duchess, an I should be 
sae^ I canna help itr--tiie cat may look at the^ 
King,^ replied our hero. ^^ But it^s ae thing, 
your Grace, for a man to admire, and anodier 
thing for a woman to admire ; and it^s no reason- 
aUe to expect that ever Miss Cunningfaam would 
have any thing more than the kindly condescen- 
sion of an old friend towards me.^ 
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" Now, Wylie," said tlie Duchess, in a finner 
tone, and with a steady countenance, while her 
eye playAilly sparkled, '^ I have a great mind to 
be angry. How dare you, in this cunning mann^, 
try to make me your confidant ? for you know veiy 
well, that a woman once yi the secret of. a lover, 
must needs Uike a part. I see through your drift, 
friend; you think if you could get ihe backing of 
a Duchess it might fiirther your suit.^ 

" Your Grace,^ cried Andrew, interrupting 
her, '^ is cutting far before the point. I never 
had ony sic thought, my Leddy Duchess ; and I 
think, considering who I am, and what Miss Cun- 
ningham is, we have sported in this matter a wee 
thought ower muckle.*". 

It can scarcely be questioned that her Grace 
was right in her conjecture, and that Andrew was 
actuated by a wish to lessen, in the opinion of his 
mistress, the disparity which he felt so deeply ; 
but that he should have presumed to suppose a 
lady of the Duchesses rank would ever be brought 
ta take any interest, or to feel any sympathy in 
hi9^ case, at first si^ht appears highly ri^ulous. 
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He had, however, seen^^enough of the world to 
know, that helow a certain degree the great make 
no distinctions of rank ; and that the Laird of 
Craiglands^ daughter and the cottar's son, consi- 
dered from. such an elevated pinnacle of nobility as 
that of her Grace, would seem to stand on no 
very striking inequality either of rank or condition. 
Besides, he was fully aware that the^familiarity 
with wUdi he had been always treated by the 
Duchess, had entirely stifled any sentiment which 
the humbleness of his birth might, perhaps, in an 
earlier stage of their intercourse^ have occasioned 
to his disadvantage; But whether we are attribu- 
ting, to him more machiavehsm than he really 
practised, or ascribing to the Duchese more dis- 
cernment than she possessed^ it is certain diat the 
lesult was in consonance with what we have sta- 
ted of both ; for her Grace found herself irresist- 
ibly engaged in fais.bdbalf ; and from this con- 
versation, after leaving the Duchess, he seemed 
to be animated with a new spirit, the first mani- 
festation of which was in ordering a new.suit of 
e8- 
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tjiothes, mth strict injunoticms to make them of 
the veiy finest cbth, and in the lieetest mwaaaex 
jK>88ible, and a little more in the fashion than die 
cot cf those he always wore, which were Ae exact 
counterpart of the Buit he had originally brought 
fi«)m Ston^holm. 

In this new suit, on the nij^t appointed^ he 
made his appearance at the ball. The Duobess^ 
with that sharp eye which the lacttes always have to 
the appeanmce of the gentleikien, saw, at the &t0t 
glance, the change in his garb ; and said^ that she 
suspected Miss Cuuningham'^s intenest and infli»- 
encehad been aheady beneficial to his tailoiu . . M 
thatmoment Mary was announoed^and edtened the 
room, leaning on the arm of hee auat. In approadb- 
ing towards l&e Dudbess, she was so-stardbdat 
-seeing. Andrew at her Gcaoe's'Side, and on taans 
of such fluniliarity, that she became confueed^ ted 
blushed, md seoned utterly at a. loss to express 
the ftw^Mmple commonplaces requicote for the oo^ 
casion. 

The keeuHsii^itedvDnchess saw herxonfiisieB; 
and gave Andrew a pinch between the shoulders ; 
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i w^ye^ ^tb her wonted urbanity, she said, ^' My 

• dear. Miss Cuniiin^iiun, I am so rejoiced you are 
come ; for my friend Mr Wylie here has be^n be- 
seeching me to get him a partner for the next 
dance, so earnestly, that I was driven to my wit's 

«nd. He is such a creature, that uidess he ob- 

: tains one of the very finest women wherever he 

. goes,. he will not dance at aU.*" 

Miss Mi]i^, who duiingthis speech had recog- 
nised Andrew, stooped forward and pried, as it 

. were, into his fiu:e, with such curious amasement, 
that he could with difficulty keep, his gravity, 

, while he said, ^^ Dear me^ Miss Misy, is that you P 
I thouj^t your dancing days were past"^ 

^^ I declare,^ cried Miss Mizy, turmng round 

' to her. niece, and stretching herself up into the 
most lofty posture of consequentiality, ^^ it's that 
wWtboat Wylie r 
Mary by this time had a little reoov^ed the 

. emotion of her first suipnae ; and while Ae dung, 
as it were,.alanned, to her aunt, in passing ftom 
the J^uehesa she mAy '^ Wheelie, m be as {Oain 
asTm pl;easaiit^-r4ttiBd you're no to expect me to 
dance with you."" 
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<^ It's vara vr.ed o' you» Miss Mary,^ repEed 
Andrew, pawkily, ^^ to tak the fiist wordo^ flytiag; 
but ye should first, keu whether ye^re come up to 
my majrk- or Do^^ 

Mary bit hier lips aitd blushed. There was a 
coi^dciaee in this retort that made her feel the in^ 
feitoiity of her feminine farayery ; and, for the first 
time, she was afibcted with an indescribable em- 
barraasmeot tow»rda Andrew. He, howevw, con- 
tinued at hex side ; and as he was well acquainted 
with many of the most distinguished guests, Miss 
Miiy was delighted they had fallen in widi him ; 
for, unaccustomed to large and general companies, 
she was peculiarly susceptible to that disagreeable 
feeling of insignificance which the unknown mul- 
titudes of London uniformly awaken in strangets 
from the country. 

When Andrew had paraded the rooms widi 
them fer some time, and enjoyed his ovation, he 
inquired* of Mary if she was really disposed to 
daaice, saying, ^^ I ken vera weel that ye di»a 
like to haesic a wee smytch o' a partner as m0; 
but, for auld lang syne^ 111 get you a partner.^- 
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By tiiis time the lady^s pride was » little cowed, 
imd she hesitated in her answer. 

^ Oh,"" said Andrew, " ye needna be on aiiy ce* 
. reBDM>ny wi^ me ^ for, in truth, I iiev^r dance ; 0b 
rU let you aff for the partnership of her Grace^s 
making.? 

There was aomething in the mannea* in whidi 
this was said, and in the look which accompanied 
the words, that brought the crimson into Miss 
Cuniiingham''s. fSstce* 

^ What aie ye saying ?^ exclaimed Miss Mizy, 
ofasisrmg the confiision of her niece. 

^^ Oh, naelhing,'' rq»lied Andrew, ^^ hot that 
111 get Miss Mary another paortnery^whidi wffl 
leave.me free to dance the Scotch measure or the 
Blai^amoor's jig wi' you, Miss Mizy. . Eh ! what 
a wander it will be to a^ the company to see ymi 
and iMr louping and flinging like the wifcdies m 
Alloway Kirkr And itfWr these wwds he sonA- 
dedfiom ^m^tfanaugh thecrowd^towards »yett]% 
nobkman with whom hewafi aeqoainted^ equaBy 7«u . 
markafok for ihe beauty of^his person, his self-con;- 
ceit, and shallow understanding, and inquired if te 



vGooQle 



mm 



110 CHAPTER XU 

Xwld dimoe \nth Mimt CuhmBghan. Mtry^s ap- 
pearance had by iidw timealtiacted the attentaoniof 
.an tibe mea ; and liOid Dim^eton, delighted with 
the proposal, immediately went with Andier, and 
was inlmdueed to the ladies. 

In choosing such a partner, it is not to be doubl- 
ed that Andrew had considerattoa for his Lord^ 
dup^s endovmenta ; for in the selection^ he paid a 
eomplimenib to the diBcemment; ei his niistresai; 
with whom, according to the estunaie he had fimn- 
ed of her jiKlgment and sense, he judged that nei* 
ther the rank nor liie personal appeaziaiiee of the 
jowag Baron would hare any prejudicial influence 
im hk own prefamsions — pretensions^ for At first 
time felt on that >eTemng. 

Nothing. else particulacly oecurred dunagthe 
xmaiader of Jthe night. ThetwpIadies»on»aceouttt 
xi£ Cunsingham^a illness^ retired eariy-;^ and nmA 
day,. when^Androw .called, Mary was 4^ool md dis- 
.tant towioaia' hii^. ; wfaiie her •aunt, on: die eonlap«L 
ry ,. lecdi^ed himt with ^maiked; attenti«a, mcjpten- 
tag hw wondn aod auxprise to hanra fouiMi ioit 
dibdiija fmnrnteaxnaK^. so: rxmofuot the ^nofailiig^. 
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Buf aU the i^aswre he derived from tli^ siteteA 
mwnm^ <d Mifis Miay was faroQ(i(»re than overfaft- 
liuatei^ l^ the cold decoi^iB^of Maxy^^ foe be per- 
eeiv^. tkiNt it jf9» die.reMiltof some secret reflse- 
' tiopy imd diatthe chaage was not 'fiBtviniraUe to his 
wlahe& In one respect, howevar, k was not dis- 
couraging; for it seemed to. imjdy that she no 
longer considered the difference in their condition 
an insurmountable obstacle to the gratification of 
those wishes which he had now seriously began 
to entertain. 

During the remainder of the time that the Cun- 
ninghams stayed in London, Andrew frequently 
called, but no alteration took place in the studied 
reserve of Mary ; nor did he appear in any instance 
to piesume one step farther than he had been ac- 
customed to take. Towards Miss Mi^, however, 
his behaviour had evidently entirely altered. He 
took every opportunity of soothing her humour, 
and flattering her in all the tenderest and most 
vulnerable parts of her character, till she was tho^ 
rougUy persuaded that he was one of the wisest 
and most discerning of mankind-Hm opinion 
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Vhich she peremptorily asserted whenever Mary 
afiect^ in his i^^nce to ridicule his person dr 

' 'manners ; addihg to the assertion an emphatic pre- 

' dicdbn, that she was sure lie would be ordained 
Lord Mayor of London ; for he was in a far more 

• likely road to the post than Whittington when 
greeting wfliis catkin his arms. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



THE FOREST. 



Foe some time after the Cmmingliains left 
London, riothing particular occurred to our hero. 
He attended his duty as usual at Chambers, and 
frequently the parties of his fashionable friends. 
The marriage of Mordaunt took place at the time 
aj^inted ; and, in addition to a renewal of his pro- 
mise to give Andrew his business when he commen- 
ced on his own account. Sir Thomas Beauchamp 
himself assured him that he might likewise count 
him among his friends, and daim his best offices as 
soon as they could be of any use. But no incident 
gaVehim morepleasure than alette from Lord San- 
dy&rd, requesting him to come to Cfaasdngton-hall 
&r a few days— «n invitation whieh Mr Vellum 
dieerftilly allowed him to accept* 
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The object which the Earl had in view in wish- 
ing to see him^ was with reference to a setdement 
which he intended to make on the Countess, bat 
which, for some reason that he never exphuned, he 
wished to be kept secret even from Vellum. 

Andrew was never fond of travelling post ; nor 
was he more satisfied with the perilous velocity of 
stage-coaches. In his jaunt to Chastington-hall 
he therefore resolved to take his own way ; ac- 
cordingly, in the afternoon of the first day^s jour- 
ney, as he intended to sleq^ dbat night at the^seat 
of Mordount, to whose happiness he had so esMl- 
tially contributed, he 1^ the coaeh in irlndh'-be 
came firom London, and waSced forwaid iJone; 
his portmantufr being, with maay.iiguBetieaft, cn- 
.trusted'to the care of die guards to be left al dv 
Sandyfard^arms 'die pubUcvbecise at the^ Pailfr- 
gate o£ Chastington-halli 

His road lay throng an open forest, abngthfe 
bottom* of a range of hills beautiftilly oov^ed with 
verdure; but^xceptwhere here and there qptinkled 
with sheep, they were lonely and silent The fini^ 
tastic forms o£ some of the old trees were cakuW 
ted to awaken romantk firneie* ; whik the pastoral 
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:^Mfe* OB the Bii&d^' and ^spoeed tbe pastfii^tr^. 
v^LpT tO'«ote^kbg like a seiMieof wre. 

As Andrew- wad onward pl^dduag.hk solilaiy 

,ii^,:lii^k2fiq^iie(d, i& oi# of tbe thijok^ paitck^ 

the wood, to observe a troop of gipsies eaewnqpe^ 

. at th0 foot of a spaeioii&oak, to a branekof which 

^dl^ had faslSmed a rope tbat si:t£t>€pded th^ket- 

H», Anold lEuidjyitheted hag, in ared^doakj the 

mcestisesfi, as she seemed^ af the whole gatfy, 

: was, seated oear the kettle^ etiidea^ouiu% with hw 

novlfc'to blow mi» fkme^sk f(iiw ^^idb aad splish 

..tohsiwihidi. she had plluiied : undeir it; at her 

side stidod* a bxiavdah/bladiHeyed iiiebia peeling 

oniQiis r wii3e JUb .sossedistaiiee a youx^r fi»mi26, 

ate mother, of^ the boy, was i^ckiiig thefealh^ 

frbm a; goose thai had' been missed ^bai; moiniHig 

ftomtheflockaf Justad^'Stdckson^jUinderfield'K^ 

msom Abhildabonttwelve months old was^staaadoig 

marthe graoadmotheryina watdbd&aixie^ 

like aifowkbask^ in shape, bnt witMit jtop-or bet*- 

Horn; some ten or a dcnDsn yaxds^fiirth^ off lay a 

'•st^ut^^iU-fiiih^ured young man, in taggedT^gimepit^ 

sis, asleep on the gnmnd, his headsestii^on.'the 
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'toot of a tree ; while an old churl waii engaged in 
-unloading a mde cart, from which an ass hudbefien 
unyoked that>a sturdy lad was dragging by a hair 
tether towards a richer rug of gfass and heibage 
than coT^ed the spot wher^e they had fixed ijiefar 
tanporary domicile. 

Andrew, who had no great affection for ta^ 
grants of any Mnd, was not at aU comfortable 
when he discoyered these, and tried to wi^ has- 
1% «nd softly past them ; but the boy who was 
peeling the onions happened to discover him, and 
-was at his side in a moment, most pathetically im- 
ploring chaiity. ^ Our hero affected not to notke 
him, but hast^ed on, which quidcened the boy's 
iittportunity to iadh a degree tibat it could be no 
kMBger resiated. It faappened, however^ that An- 
dMw had no smaller diange than silver; and^m 
Ma trepidati<m, mistakng haMU»-crofwn for a pen- 
ny-piece, astonished the beggar by his liberality. 
Thegipiey, in a transport of joy, retained shout- 
-ing to head-quarters, and to the horror of An- 
drew, who gare a hturried backward glance, the 
•whole gang were assembled round Ae boy, and 
loddng towards him. << They will iMnkme^^ said 
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he bwflelf^ ^ Biftd^ of money, and theyH poc 
sae ud murder me."" The th^ought lent wings to 
H» h^dSf and the moment that & tiim of the'woed 
concealed him from the view of the gipsies, he ran 
at &11 speed till he was out of Isieath. 

' By the time he had recovered die immediate 
efifects of hif^race, the sun had declined to the ho< 
rison, and the skies, with that uncertaui<7 of wea- 
Aer/which preyaHs in the fall of the year,ireiie 
i^oudedandoveicast. No habitation was in sight; 
and as the road had proved more Idng and lone- 
ly^ to say. noting of tl^e gipsies, than was.ei^ect* 
ed^ he. began to fear he ww deiatined to be over^ 
taken fay the night Tbii^ was not at all a cmh, 
fortable apprehension, nor was it cheered by a flash 
Gff .fighttung, slon^ly fi^ow^ by deep fmd mutter- 
ing ^thunder that grumbled heavily behind th^ 
hiUs, ••'•.:;.. '. .-.;i,. 

,/^ What shall I do if . the rain €<>me8 on b^or0; 
Ivget ta I^ggilt Iwd ?"" said our disconsolate advenr , 
tu9^, eyeing the threatening heavens. Thelig^; 
njug' flashed in his ftce, and the thunder instant-: 
Ij rMtled suqh apetf, that he ran.cowering along ^^ 
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CHAPITER Xni. 



HOSPITALITr. 



AKtaEWi for 8ome tkne aflter die tree bid 
been sfaiveKed into e^mters, stood like a stitue* 
Drenched to the skin, and astray, be bad no aU 
tematiye, wben he recoTered from Ins consterna- 
tion, but to walk straight forward. He had not, 
however, advanced many paces till he found his 
perplexity increased, and his feet bewildered among 
rushes and sedges, and enviioned with the perils 
of a morass. Perhaps his fears augmaited the 
dlmger, and it was only the effects of the heavy 
and sudden rain that he ndstook for a mardi ; 
but the water deepened when he attempted to ad- 
vance, and be was glad to retrace bis steps. 

3 
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Completely wet, and ahao^ overwlielined by 
despair, he quitted the borders of the nKnrass, 
and with a 6ort of instinctive, or rather irrational, 
precipiiaEicy, he ran from it, till he was again 
stopped by the ncfise of a river before him, so loud 
that he could not but fear it was deep, strong, 
and rapid, swollen, as it was, into ftiry by the tor- 
rents from the hills. 

This wlks even, he thought, more appalling than 
the oak shivered by the ligfatnsng ; and under an 
inunediiEite pressure of d^air in the moment, he 
sat down upon a stone, which he afterwards de- 
scribed as the head and comer-stone of his suf- 
ferings in that ni^t. 

He had not been long seated, when he disco- 
vered a light at some distance. It was low, dim, 
and red ; but it was to him like the hospitable 
€^e of a friend, and he rose and walked cautious- 
ly towards it. In a short time he found hiins^ 
again in the forest^ and still the %ht was beam- 
ing and alluring him foirward ; and the rain ha- 
ving passed off, he felt, aldiough dripping with 
wet, mcnre and more confidence as he advanced. 

VOL. II. ^ F 
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As he walked in a straight Une, his ^th was 
rugged and uneven, and in motty places .i|»^* 
rupted with brambles, through whddi, ho^Tera 
he resobtely farced his way, afraid, if he deriateti 
to the one side or th^ other, he mi^^t ](o^ s^ht 
of the light. By this ooii^tai^cy of perseverances 
in the course of a short time he reached ne^r 
enough to see that it was a fire, aroutid which 9^ 
▼end persons, men, woia^, and dbdl^v^n, were 
seated ; and pressing still ^n, l^e at length ^sco- 
▼ered a stewJcettle banging firom a bpuj^i, aifd 
reoogniaed his old acquaintances the gipsiea. . 

This recognition did not at first produce ^^ 
very agreeable emotions ; but the bf(»rcirs of ^ 
thunder-storm had scnnewhat changed his mood. 
He was cold, and weaiy, and wet He was also 
not altogether free fi:om the pains of himger. The 
fire burned brightly ; the fiames flickeriugly elimb- 
ed the sides of the pot, as if they would have 
gladly tasted its savoury contents, that fumed in 
a streamy vapour to the boughs ; whi^e the gip- 
sies around were drying their rag^ af; the fi^e, and 
smiling cheer&lly to one another, their sparUing 



vGooqIc 



HOSPITALITY. 128 

^es and brightening fuc^s giving an assurance of 
innocent thoughts and free dispointions. 

The boy, who had won the half-crown, was the 
first who discoyered Andrew ; and coining hasti- 
ly forward, immediately recognised him. Danger 
hftd taught our hero address, and before the boy 
had time to say any thing, he stepped briskly to 
the group, and said, ^^ Honest folk, can ye assist 
a poor wayfaring man that has missed the roiid, 
drookit to the skin, and little able to gang far- 
ther?" 

The gipsies imiyiediately opened their circle, 
and made room tor him by the fire; and after 
«ome unknown jabber among themselves, the strip- 
ling, whom we have mentioned as leading the ass, 
rose and went to the cart, from which he returned 
with a bottle, that he offered to Andrew, telling 
him it was brandy, and to take a suck. The of- 
fer did not require the aid of much persuasion ; 
and in drawing his breath, after having swallowed ^ 
a modicum, our hero thought the gipsies very 
civilized kind of creatures. 

Somewhat invigorated by the brandy, and his 
clothes beginning to dry, he entered into conver- 
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sation with them, inquinng how far he was from 
any place where he could obtain shelter. They 
told him, that there was a village, about two miles 
off, within the forest ; and the young fellow, in 
the old regimentals, offered to conduct him thi- 
ther after supper. In the meantime, the grand- 
mother, who had frequently tasted the soup with 
a wooden ladle, at length declared it ready ; and 
l^e kettle was xmtied from the rope, and placed 
on the ground — horn spoons were then distribu- 
ted, and our hero invited to partake. The soup 
was eaten immediately from the seething-kettle, 
each of the company blowing to cool it as he carried 
it to his mouth. In this manner the broth was 
consumed ; and slices of bread being distributed, 
the goose was torn in pieces, and the parts seized 
at random. The old man, however, presented 
Andrew with a leg ; and he, in his turn, won the 
hearts of the women by giving the youngest child 
a bone to suck from his own mouth. It was this 
happy fiicility of adapting himself to the manners 
of those among whom he happened to be placed, 
that so wonderftilly shaped his fortune. The 
.^psies^ whom he had so greatly dreaded, not 



vGooQle 



HOSPITALITY.^ 125 

onljr treated him with kindness, but the fellow, 
whose appearance seemed ahnost too uncouth for 
humanitj, was delighted in being afforded an op* 
portunity of repaying the coaifidence which he 
seemed to have reposed in them. 

When supper was over, the regimentaled gip- 
sy accordingly renewed his oSst to conduct our 
hero to the yiUage ; and Andrew, in a glow of 
thankfulness, augmented by the gaierous efikct 
of finding so nrach of the kindliness of human na» 
ture among a troop of vagrants, whom he consi- 
dered as the most deprayed of the species, distri- 
buted among them a handful g£ uncounted silver, 
die firstimreckoned moiKey he had ever expended: 

After the stonai, the neon looked from her win- 
dow in the cloud, to tdl the travellers who had 
gone into shelter that Uiey might resume their 
journey, and our hero, with the gipsy, went to- 
wards the village. 

*' You wiU find but sorry quarters there,^«d!d 
the guide. ^^ The only person who can give you 
Wann ones is the parson, and he won^t The 
never a one dees he fodder ; Imt for that his gos- 
lings are thin on the common, and his capons are 
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at feast before they are fattened. Howaomever, 
well pull his latch, and try his heart. But thi^ 
you must do ; for were T seen within his paling, 
the hemp is not to spin that would purse my 
throttle.'* 

As soon as the gipsy shewed the parson^s 
gate, Andrew said to him, " Maybe, young man, 
I may hae it in my power to do as good a turn as 
this for you some time, if yeTl let me know when.^ 

And he gave him his card, and wished him 
good night. 

It was now far in the evening ; but the candles 
were still burning bright in the parlour of Dr 
Saffron, when our hero rang the bell at the gate. 
A watch-dog, with an audible bay, answered the 
summons ; and soon after, a servant, in homely 
livery, opened the door, and inquired who was 
there. 

" Tell your master, my lad,** was the reply, 
'^ that a young man, in great need of a mght^s 
lodging, would be obliged to him for a bed.*' 

<^ Tell the fellow to go about his businees P 
exd^ed a gruff corpulent voice from within, 
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who#e accents w^re scarcely more ci\dl than tbose 
o^ the mastiiE 

^^ I have no other business at this time, reve^ 

rent sir, and ye had as weel let me in; for my 

claes are damp, and my legs are weary, and it will 

,^ he tdil^ig you, if ony thing ails me at your 

door,'' relied our hero, 

" Who are you ? — ^What are you ?*" cried the 
Doctor, shewing forth his plump red visage, 
crowned with a white night-cap, from behind the 
door, and holding a candle in his hand. 

^^ I am a. bewildered Christian,^ said Andrew, 
slyly, *^ that was overtaken by the storm, and 
4^ad to ask help of a gang of houseless gipsy 
iyfj^p^iB^ that treated me with great <£scretioB.; 
.your reference will no surely be more unciicum^ 
cis^ t)uin gipsies P'' 

" But what are you P*** cried the Doctor more 
earnestly, coming out into full view, 
r. j* I'm by prpfefision in the law," replied An- 
rdrew, ^Vand was oply passing through this part 
of the country," . 

... .^^ Have you no horse^ lio carriage ?" exdaimed 
|22« parson. 



vGooQle 



128 CHAPTER XIII. 

" I have nothing of the sort,'' was the reply. 
" In truth, sir, ye never had a better c^ypertunity 
to do a ceevfl thing in your life, thwi to take me 
in who am a stranger in this land.'' 

" It is a bold request to come to any gentle- 
man's door, and demand quarters in this inaiN 
ner," replied the Doctor; and he was on the 
point of ordering the footman to come in and 
shut the door, when our hero, apprehensive of 
prolonging the conversation in this way a little 
too much, said, " It's vera true. Doctor, wha* 
you say ; but it was all owii^ to a freak of mine. 
I am going into the west, on a visit te the Earl 
of Sandyford, and was to^have taken my bed t^ 
n^ht with Mr Mordaunt of Beech-Grove, i2i' iidis 
neighbourhood. BeguSed by the ine aftemeoil, 
I was enticed to walk from the last sti^. The 
storm overtook me, and here I ato at yottr merci- 
ful hospitality." 

There was something in this that llie !Dottor 
liked better than the preyious^ conversation, and 
he requested him to come in. The app€«tfanee 
of our hero, at all times ra^r odd than pr^s- 
sessing, somewhat startled the Rector, who jsooii, 
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tiowever^ discovered) notwithstanding his homely 
exterior, that he was accustomed to good society. 
The conversation having led to a few forther expla- 
nations, the parlour-bell was rung, and the servant 
ordered to get a bed prepared for the stranger. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



SXFLANATIOirS. 



I'uK reverend Doctor Ssffixm, into whose hos- 
pitable m«n8iaa our hero had been received, ques-- 
tioned him in rather a particular manner as to the 
situation of Lord and Lady Sandyfbrd. Wylie 
was struck with this circumstance, and it excited 
his curiosity to ascertain the cause. 

^' It's no easy to say what's thdt sitnation,^ 
was his wary reply ; '^ but Fm thinking they are 
some friends of yours.^ 

" No,*" said the Doctor, " but I have heard 
that an unfortunate nephew of mine is deeply im- 
plicated in what has hi^pened between them.**" 

" Ay r exclaimed Andrew, *' so yeVe uncle 
to that slippery blade, Ferrers P'' 
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oWt^lbte Wftiliy tody «8ter, and he is properly my 
'^h^jtibuti :fi)r, some time his. conduct has been so 

extravi^ant, and his mind so unsettled, that I 

le«ir;b« inU o^wtrain me to cancel the obligations 

c^n^yre wd ^iSfecdoii:'' 
. • :^ TVtee IB he new ?'' said our hero. 
_. ^ That I Q^nnot answer,'' replied the Doctor ; 

*f :I wou}d give mudi to know ; for this very after- 

sfQOB I ireeeived a lettcar Srem one of his friends, 

the contents of which have greatly distressed me. 
. He has not been seen in London for some time, 

io^ nO'fl#e c^ hk nccfuAintance there can tdl what 

has become of hoa.'^ 

" That's ve^ dbtiessing, sir.; veiy distressing, 

ilMtoedr observed Andrew, thoughtfidly ; and 
.he^fch«n added, ^ the lifet.decoiiftt we had o' him 
.^as liie's :be^|g,i4 the mghbourhood of Elder- 
. bptrer wiA the Coi^itess.'' 

" Possibly he may still be with her — ^where is 
.i^eF!" inq^iited the Doctor; 

V No,"" r^ed Andip«^w^ " her Leddyship is no 

just left so. far to her^I. -. Ever since the dieae* 
'verf, she has been' Ufii^ a very penitent Ufe in 
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one of her fiuh«r^g M emAtik, irittra rayms'and 
jhowiets are the «idy eingifi^ bbds she^tttn Mtoio 
hemrken to« Maybe Mr F%efei»s''>ha(» fled ^ the 
cottBtry.'*' c ' * 

^ AccordiBg to his friendPs accevtit/that^isiiet 
likely to be the case, for Im meMisr irere entirely 
drained ; he had lost every thing,'^ s9ud the Doc- 
tor. ^^ Indeed, the occamn of the hiqudrjr re- 
speeting him is of such a natore^ fiMi n<M;&iiig 
but the most extreme ruin coidd have giTcn* tise 
to it." 

^^ Ks a sore thing to have iU-domg fiien^. 
But I trust and hope that he^s no undfer Mdings 
for any thing worse than his coekeeing.^ 

The Doctor looked severdy .at the levity of 
this expressiiHi ; but he added, with ^nphasis, 
** There are mm whieh deeply' iie^use sod6ty, 
more venial than crimes of fiir iesstVirpitiide. ' N6- 
t})ing but actual insanity can pfdliate Ferrers' o& 



" I'm concerned to hear't— what isH ?!** said An- 
drew, dfawiifg his chair a little closer to the Doc- 
tor, and looking earnest and grieved. 

« He abandoned an Italiim gW who Kved 
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mA him, ttd left &er 011 ike eVB of bemnbig a 
motiwr,ain>stilitara%witboftt afi^ OVen 

^ebnM with Ae B6iife* of heat mtvaiAtm and ]ioL 
rexty, stieiKasUyfoIkmned him torCastl^ Rodcff- 
hdfcmg^; mhete die died tuddeidjr iii giving birth 
to faeFchfldS' 

<^ Andntet has becnome of the baby^'^ said 
Aiidr^9 eompasdohlatfely. 

^^ FairfuiMtdy^ adTksivekamt,on sendmgover 
this afternoon to my Mend, the Rector of Castle- 
Rooksbl»Tough, ai lady «f rank happ^ed to be 
passing through the village i^n^e melaneh^^ 
ocecttreni^ look place, ftnd hamandy left titcmejK, 
iiot only td defrary the expenceei of the mother^ 
^eral^'bu^lhe nnrdrig of^the chSd."' 

«* «o^' long a^ f'* said -Aiidrer, eagerly. 
• ' II1keDotitorwas'8taaraed1)ytfaeqtiickne89ofthe 
^^nestion, atnd instead of '^titig Mm a direct ani. 
swer, said, " You seem sttrprised.^' 
' *< What did they ca'ihe lady ?^ exclaimed our 
hero, still more impatiently. 
- *? She Trished' Tier name cdBt^aled; but som^e 
sus^dion is entertained that it was no other than 
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At these wordt Andiev leapt ficMi .bia aem^ 
and ratt danciiig xound the. loam, owilfing Ua 
iiaigen^ tyotd whisdiDg . tnmphantly.. Ther*. 
T^erend Doctor threw hmiself back in his chair, 
and laokedat him with amaaemeiit. At laat An- 
drew halted, and going cloee up to hiniy «aid, 
5^ Oh ! hot ye hae told xoe h&Ae MW8r*«I could 
wi^er a plack to a baw^ee^ l^a^ I have heeaane 
of the diupidest ereaturea thfttf^T^r tbeliord took 
the trouble to put th? breath'pf life in."" 

Still the. Doptor ,i^u]il only look his astomidi- 
la^t. ^' ; Ayi"" o^fttiBued Andrew,, ff ye may 
weel i^ow^r with the ew of woijtdei;; foe reaBy 
diui ia a jpy tpuspeakahl^ i^d passipg«]l n^^ay 
standing. Ill s^t i^ for Cha^^agtop-haU tJUIa 
blessed. n%]^tr"No ;. Ill^gangih^t to my Iicddy^ 
to make aU surer-Wed, who cou^d hayei thought 
thatPvoyide^e was: in t^ jitpmi, to n^ake ma an 
instrument in this, discovery J^ 

'^ Discovery T echoed the Boctor, mephani- 
cally. , ., . 

*\ It^s better than die longitude-^t^s the phi* 
losopherV stone ! Oh, Doctor, Doqtpi^jj the gpI^^ 
of Aladdin'^s lamp could not |day peu, to- ymir^ 
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What's ai^le-Tubies and ^um-peark to ehaiily 
and beaveidy tnnh P-^But I maun oonpose my^ 
4elf, for I seeyeTO terrified, and think Tm gong 
off at the nail.'' 

^^ I am, indeed, exceedingly tiurprised at the 
vdiemenee of your conduct,'' said the Doctor, 
emphatically. ^^ This news, which to me was $o 
firaugluK with affliction, seems to you pregufiut 
with gteaii pleafsure." 

** It's an ill wind thitt btaws naebody good^" 
cried An<bew, ^tSi unable tO' bridle' I|i8 joy. 
•'* Bi^t what's pleasure to me, bodea no ill to yon. 
Depend upon'*t/ Doctor, Ihi^s as little truth in 
that fold tjakrof your nq4iew and Leddy Saady- 
fotd^ as in a newspaper dash. The. bairn was 
thought a liyi^g etidealiee <^ the fuet." 

^« I wish, sir," interrupted the Doctor, « that 
you would take tinie to eiq^n what it is you air 
hide to;" 

Andrew then, with as much method as the 
flurry of his q^ixits would aOow, related the niyih 
tery and su^q^iicion whidh had attached to the 
child df the Rose and CroVn, doclartng his f^h 
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raMM of Lady Sndyford^ peffeet ittnoeiiiee, 
wd Aftt eren << the Mad! stovy^ of li«r ftintitig 
ipithe anus of Fen«»0, irould prore, <m eiuttmita^ 
don, nothing worse than <^ the Hkenestf cflfa ghost 
canMt on a doot."* 

The nnnd oiihe worthy lUctor seemed to de- 
Tive some degree of satisfaction from this bj^w- 
9tsaee; but he stiH deplored the wickedness of 
heart, which instigated his nephew to abandon 
the poor Italian girl in a situation so interesting. 

By this time supper was brought in, and An* 
4rew having reflected a little more considerately 
oti the business, agreed to remain where he was 
that night. Ne3^ morning, however, the Doo- 
tof'^s servant was sent to the nearest town for 
a chaise, and, during his absence, the village 
was thrown into great consternation, in conse- 
quence of a nobleman and his servants^ having 
foimd the body of a man, who had been robbed 
and murdered by two gipsies in the forest during 
iite night. The story was incoherently told^ but 
the drctimstances, wild as they were, nade our 
htufy shrink willi an involisitary feelmg ctaffpee^ 
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heosion, for he had no doubt that the robbers be- 
longed to the gang he had met with. When the 
servant returned, he learnt that the nobleman was 
Lord Sandyford> and that his Lordship was sdll 
at the inn, to attend the coroner^s inquest, whither 
he resolved to pvoeeed immediately. 
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THE EXAMINATION. 



Although Lord Sandyford had allowed hk 
spirits to dnk) after what was considered the full 
discovery of his Lady^s infideli^^ stffl he occa- 
sionally rallied ; and on hearing of his fiiehd Mor- 
daunt'^s marriage, summoned resolution enough to 
pay him a complimentary visit. In passing the 
forest early in the morning on his return from this 
visit, the post-boys who drove his Lordship sud- 
denly stopped, and the groom in attendance on 
horseback, riding up to the window of the carriage, 
informed him that the body of a man was lying on 
the road^ and that he saw two men, gipsies by 
their appearance, part from it, and rush into the 
wood. The Earl immediately ordered the body 
to be drawn off the. high-road and laid on the 
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grass, and the post-boys to make all the haste they 
could to the nearest town — the same to which our 
hero had sent for the post-chaise. On his arriyal 
there, a party was immediately formed to bring.the 
body, and to scouir the forest in quest of the mur- 
derers, for it wafi not doubted that the gipsies who 
were scared from the body had perpetrated the 
deed. 

By the time Doctor Saffiron'^s serrant had arri- 
ved at the Rectory with the chaise, the body was 
brought to the inn where the Earl tiras ; and the 
two gipsies, the father and son, with whom WyKe 
had been so hospitably treated, were taken prison- 
ers, and likewise carried to the town. 

A coronear^s inquest, in order to occasion as 1^ 
tte delay as possible to the Earl, was immediately 
hedd ; and both the post-boys and his Lordships 
groom swore that the two gipsies were the persons 
whom they had seen quit the body on the approach 
Df the carriage. Indeed no doubt could be enter- 
tained of tbeir guilt ;' fbr a gold watch and several 
other articles, which were known to be the proper^ 
ty of the deceased, were found in their possession ; 
the body being immediaftdy recognixed to be 1^ 
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e£ a Mr Knarl, who resided in the neighbourhood. 
A verdict of murder wag accordingly pronounced 
against the prisoners, and they were taken to the 
oourt-hmise before Sir Hubert Mowbray, the Lord 
of the Manor, and a Justice of the Peace. 

The gipsies vehemently protested their inn^ 
oence of the crime ; but the young man confessed 
that he had pluiidered the body, declaring at the 
same time that he found it lying dead on the high- 
way. 

Sir Hubert was of opinion, and indeed aH pre- 
sent concurred with him, that there nev^ was a 
clearer ease of guilt ; and 1^ added from his own 
'knowledge, that in passing Ihxvugh Ae foiest with 
hifi senrahtlate the preee£ng eveningv he liad seen 
two men by the moonlight, skulking among tie 
tre», and one of them he could ahiiost himself 
swear was the youi^er prisoner. 

The gipsy admitted that this was true, but 
md, he was conducting a gentleman who had lost 
Jm way in ihe forest, and in verification of,tbid, 
presetted our hecd^n card. 

Sir Hubert looked at the card, and warmly 
expressed himsdf on the barcfi^ed fidsehood of 
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the Statement ; saying, it was absurd to suppose 
that any gentleman would, at such an hour, be 
passing the forest with sudi a guide ; and he 
i^lded, the probability rather was, that the card 
had been taken from the person of the unforto* 
nate yictun. All the gipsies, young and old, were 
present at the examination ; mid thegrandmotber^ 
during the whole time, preserved a sort of em^a^ 
tic silence, with her eye steadily and sternly fixed 
on the Baronet ; who, while commenting on the 
story, carelessly tore the card, and threw it on 
the floor. The boy who received the half-crown 
from Andrew watched the old woman intently; 
and on receiving a signal from her, stooped down 
and picked up the pieces. 

At the close of the examination the father. and 
son were ordered to prison. The rest of thefami-* 
ly immediately retired. The father looked fierce^* 
ly at Sir Hubert when he signed the warrani for 
their committal ; and the young man, with horriUe 
imprecations, exclaimed against the injustice of 
their doom; but while he was declaiming, the old 
woman touched her lip with her fore-finger, and he 
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'umtMtkdy become silent, and fdilowed bi& father 
qcdetly, but siAlenly, to jail. 

When Lord Sandyford, who had taken a deep 
interest in this impressive business, returned from 
the examination, he sent in quest of the gipsy 
wcntoen and their children, for the purpose of 
giving them some assistance, Mid to obtain an 
eiplanation of several circumstances which were 
not, in his opinion, very clearly made out. In fact, 
the whole proceedings had been conducted in a 
troubled and unsatis&ctory manner. There was a 
tremour and haste about Sir Hubert, and a horror 
in the minds of the spectators, which at once awed 
and interested him. But his messenger was un^ 
successful — *the women, immediately on quitting 
the court-house, had left the town. This des^tion 
of tlieir relations did not improve the opimon which 
his Lordship had formed of thdr character ; and 
while he was speaking to the landlord on the sub- 
ject, a post-chaise drove up to the door. The land- 
lord, as in duty bound, left the room to attend the 
stranger ; and the Earl, going forward to the win- 
dow, was agreeably siurprised to see the little sid- 
ling figure of our hero alight ; nor could he refrain 
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{ron smiliiig when he saw Wjrlie pay the poifep 
bcqr 4 and the lad, after receiving his opliaBtial, iqp«. 
ply for a& addition ; and even after obtaining an- 
other sixpence, .still go aw4ty gnunUing. 

Jdthough Andrew had hastened with- tfae'ex* 
piesB intention of ^ommimicatiag his jojfbl dis^ 
coveiy respeeting the myBterious dbild, a degvee 
ef diffidence overcame, him when he"ent«rad the 
room^ chiefly pedkaps occasioned by the altered 
appearance of the Earl ; the elegant langoinr pf 
whose expressive counteBame was deepened in« 
to a pale and settled melandibly;. ^' I am r^oieed 
toisee yon^T* cried Ins Loi^ddup, wiikhian efSoDtUi 
^§^T ; '^ but I have one injunistion Holf^oiSkyim^ 
diat is^ never to ;q>eak of Ludgr. Saadyf(>rd, or alt 
Inde to her story, beyiond what iliaybe rei|{uisite 
to Jtbe business for which I wiish.your assistanise.';' 

^* But if I bring you glad tidings of her.pu^ty, 
nqr Liord,^tCiied Andrew. 

The Earl .inteirapted him, by sayings ^^ I^ i§ 
not a matter in whieh I takQ' npw any mt^re^t» 
and I requestyoii to be silent on the sutj^et."" 

Wyhe, as -if he hiid j^aeived a blow on th^ fere- 
head, ataggeied backward^ and' sealed hims^tf % 
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some time withoat gpeddng. The Earl was evi- 
dently affected by.hb mortificatioii ; but vil^ut 
noticing it, inunediatdy began to relate the (^« 
cumstances attending the discoTery of the murder^ 
«nd the Singular stoiy of the young^ gipsy jre- 
qiecting Ae card. This led our hero to recapitu* 
bte his own wlyentures in the forest . . 

" Then,'' said the Earl, " the story of the gip* 
ay; as to the manner in which he got the casd, is 
perifectlytrue.'' 

<^ As goi|>el," replied Wylie, empbadcaUy; 
*' and considering he's a gipsy, I'm £ur wrang if 
he isna an honest man, gin we make a proper, ab 
lowanee for his tod-hke inclination to oth^r fo^'^s 
eocks wad hens ; but that's bred in him by nature^ 
out of his neighbouring wi' puddocks aiid teads,, 
and other beasts of prey, that den about dykes and 
ditches." 

^' But," said the Earl, <^ isbe ptoof is so 8tr<»ig 
i^ainst him, that it is impossible to doubt " And 
his Lorddup then stated circumstantially what 
had taken place at the examination. . 

'^ The old woman is a {unride carlin," siiid An- 
drew; << I saw that when I was. supping their 

13 
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^goose broth ; and I could wBger a boddle to a baw- 
bee that the whole danjamphry of them are awa"* 
to London to spear me out, in order to get me to 
bear testimony as to the card. But I wonder, my 
Lord, that ye allowed the Justice to rive the card?'*' 

** It was of no xjonsequence,"" replied his Lord- 
ship, ^^ because he had himself taken down your 
address.**' 

^^ I dinna ken,'' said Andrew, thoughtfully. 
" Howsever, I'H gang to the Tolbooth and see 
the gipsy lad, and hear what he has to say for 
faimsel. He's a toozie tyke in the looks, that maun 
be alloo't ; but a rough husk (^n covers a sweet 
kemeL" 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

PKESUMPTIVE KTIDENCE. 

While our hera and the Earl w«re thus con- 
yersing together, Sir Hubert Mowbray was an* 
nounced. He eame to pay his respects to hi9 
Lordship, and to express his hope and wish Aat 
he would attend the trial of the gipsies. 

" I win undoubtedly be present," said the Earl, 
^^ but unless it is absolutely necessary for the 
ends of justice, I would decline being a witness.*" 

Sir Hubert assured him that every due consi- 
deration would be paid to his Lordship^s feelings 
with respect to that point, and took his leave. 

" I think,'' said the Earl, " he does not 
appear to be pleased at the reservation I have ex- 
pressed ; but really it is so shocking a thing to be 
in any way concerned in offering up the sacrifices 
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which the law so sternly requires, that a man may 
well be excused for being reluctant to bear witness 
in the case of a capital offence.*^ 

** He's certainly no content with something,"^ 
said Wylie, thoughtfully ; " and I am sorry to 
see that he would fain hae the gipsy hanged. 
But he's no the first man I hae heard of that has 
a yearning for blood, and would hunt their fellow- 
creatures down even to the death, wi' an appetite 
in their minds as fell as the himger of a rabiator. 
But, my Lord, the gipsy, for the ends of jus- 
tice, must be protected ; and Fll go and see him 
immediately anent the same."" 

Lord Sandyford was pleased with this alacrity. 
He had never given Andrew mucFcredit for ge- 
nerosity, but the warmth of gratitude which lie 
had manifested in his own case, with respect to 
the Countess, and the interest which he now seem- 
ed to take in the fate of the friendless vagrants, 
convinced him that his merits did not entirely 
consist in his humour, nor in thtit intuitive per- 
ception of the manageable points of character, by 
which he had been so often surprised and di- 
verted* 
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By the time our hero returned from the priigon, 
the Earl had ordered his carriage to be in rea£- 
ness to convey them to Chastington-hall. But 
Wylie seemed in doubt and perplexity, when he 
came back. 

" The gipsy ,^ said he, " is as innocent of the 
blood as the babe unborn. I could «take my right 
hand upon that — but for rifling the body, I hae 
little to say for him. I think, however, that it 
cannot be highway robbery; nor, indeed, any 
thing beyond the lifting of a waif, provided it can 
be shewn that he was willing, upon certification 
of proof, to make restoration to the heir. Now the 
heir, in this case, has as yet made no demand.*" 

" As.to that, whether it be law or not, I can- 
not presume to determine ; but I must say it 
looks very like common sensie,^ rieplied the Earl ; 
" and with respect to the murder, if you can clear 
him of that, I should think the robbery will not 
place him in any very perilous jeopardy. It wiD, 
I fear, however, Wylie, be a difiicult task to 
prove, to the satisfaction of any judge or jury, 
that two gipsies seen near a murdered man, and 
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aftenwds found with property in their posses- 
aon knoim to haye been about the person of the 
deeeased, were not guilty of the murder.^ 

" I own it, my Lord; but when I hae the 
right end of the string, I never despair. A deed 
has been done-Hsomebody did it — but that some- 
body is no the poor ne'*er-do-weel gipsies— or gdlt 
has more gpises than hypocrisy can put on.*^ 

" I certainly,"^ observed the Earl^ " would rely, 
in any case, Wy lie, wh^e management was re* 
quisite, on your sagacity ; but facts, are stubborn 
things, and a gipsy is from his birth mulcted of 
more than half the rights of any other man.^ 

^^ That's no to be disputed, my Lord ; a gip- 
sey'^s character, a hachers slovenliness, and a 
waster^B want, are three things as far beyond a^ 
remedy, as a blackamoor's fiEice, a club foot, or a 
short temper. But, as your Lordship weel ob- 
serves, facts are stubborn things ; they are step- 
pingHStones in the mire, and it is by them that I 
hope the do-na-gude may get over his pesent 
danger ; at least. Til try to lend him a helping 
hand. But no to trust altogether to the weakness 
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of lay own juc^ment, FU hiatal to Londnii Ibr 
die adrice of some mate expeiieBoed head."^ 

^^ Then you will not go with me to ChMluig^ 
ten r said AeEarL 

, ^^ Your Lordshif) mamnui expect k in aa in^ 
stance of life and death like this; but gin ye 
please, I'll take a nook in the carriage wi^ yoaas 
far as die road lies in my way. It's however cm 
a bargain ihat your Lordship winna try to sifiimy 
more of my opinion in this husiness.'' 

^^ Agreed r cried the Eail ; ^^ and I presume^ 
as you were on your way when you hidted here, 
you wiU haye no objection to set off with me im- 
mediately.'' 

'^ Hodiy, hooly, my Loxd,^ exclaimed Wylie, 
resmning his wonted familiarity ; ^^ these mavm 
be twfl words iteut that. In the first place, I'm 
neither a swaQow nor a camion, to feed on the 
air of the lift ; and in die second, a joum^ iser 
quaes proYender." 

While die waiter was laying the doth for some 
'ifefireshment, Andrew went down to die stable^ 
yard of the inn, and sauntering for a few minutes. 
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ttpparmtly without an olgect, adked a post-boy 
irhicli of hU comrades had beea with Lofd SaA- 
dyibid, and the lad havii^ pointed them out, he 
-Weaat towards them, and said, ^^ Heh, mrs I hot it 
was a terrible job ye had o\ mV my Lord. I 
wond^, for my pmrt, that ye hae got so soon A» 
bett» o\ that ye can abeady whistle sae lights 
heartedly. How, in the name o^ gude, did ye no 
notice the man ? if ye hadna driven iUce daevSa 
o%r him, maybe he might hae recovered''*^ 

The post-boys stared at an impntaitiovi whidi 
had never entered any other head, and one ^ 
them declared that the man must have been dead 
several hours* The other also tm stoutfy assert* 
ed, &at the body was stiff and ^d ; indeed, so^ 
much so, that it was like a log when he assisted 
to drag it from the road upon Ae grass. Wylie 
made no remark on this dreumstance, but tief^ 
surad it up in his own ndnd. It was certainly 
not at all probaUe, that if the gipsies had killed 
and robbed the man at the same time, Aey would 
have returned to the body ; and the dechraticn of 
die SOB, that he had found it lying dead on 1^ 
road, when disturbed in plundering it by the ap- 
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proaeh of Lord Saindyford> earriage, deri^^d. 
some onifirmatioB from this testimony. Our b^q^ 
himself could bear witness for the gipsy, from the; 
time he had joined the rest of the baud at simper ; 
and Doctor Safiron and h|s servants would be sa- 
tisfactoiy evidence of the hour of his arrival at 
the gate of the parsonage. 

" About what time,*" said Ajidrew to the postr 
boys,. ** was the deceased last seen alive ?" 

Nobody in the. stable yard could give any sa^ 
tisfiictory answer; but Six Hubert Mowbray^s 
groom happening to come in, on heapripg the ques- 
tion, stated, that he and his master had passed 
him on the road about ten oVlock, and not far 
fipQm the spot where, the murder had been com- 
mitted- 
Andrew ceooUected that ten was struck on the 
church clock, as he was standing at the pi^- 
sonage-gate— »aii|d tl^e gipsy had only then just 
left him, and could not be seven miles distant,^ 
for so far off the murder had been committed, till 
lU; least im hour aAer.. But he only observed to 
the groom, that he and his master had not p^sed 
loiig before the murdi^ was committed, as it iq;>- 
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peared the deceased could not have walked far 
from the spot where they had seen hun. This 
remark startled the fellow, and our hero saw his 
confusion ; but, taking no notice of it, changed 
the current of his inquiries to some general reflec- 
tions on the atrocity of the erime, and the strong 
circumstances that bore against the gipsies. In 
the course, howcTcr, of a few minutes, he said to 
the groom, ** I wonder that you and your master 
were not afraid to be wandering through the forest 
at that time o^ night, like two babes in the wood.*^ 

" Bless your heart,'' replied the groom, " w« 
never fears no nothing there at all, besides being 
as you sees on horseback — ^Why, soon after we 
passed that there poor soul who has been killed, 
master sent me off to order a po-shay here for 
him in the morning, to take him- over to Sir Tho- 
mas Fowler's fox-chace, and rode home himseUl" 

" Yes," said one of the post-boys, " we lost a 
good something by the job, for Sir Hubert in the 
mommg could not have the chaise, till so be it 
that these murderers were done for, and now he 
won't go at all, till the 'sizes are over." 

" To be sure," said our hero, " it wouldna be 
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a decent thing of him> as a magistcate, ta h& 
jaunting and gallanting aliout the country, when 
such a judgment has happened at his own doer* 
I dare say, poor gentleman, it gives him great 
concern.^ 

<^ You may say that,^ replied the groom, '^ fer 
he has done nothing all day but fic^et about, order- 
ing and Gounter-otdering-— and I donH wonder at 
it, for the dead man owed him a power of money 
for rent— and I suppose, now he^s gone, that mas^ 
ter won'^t touch a farding.^ 

Some difference arose among the post-boys and 
menials, as to the law of this opinion. In their 
discussion Andrew took no part, but walked away 
thoughtfully, as if he intended to return into the 
house, when suddenly he turned round, and cried 
to the groom, ^^ Hey, Thomas Fowler, I want to 
speak to you,^ beckoning to him at the same time. 
^^ From what you say, Thomas, of the poor man 
that was killed, I fear his figtmily wiU be very ill 
off. Thomas — your name^s Thomas Fowler, I 
think you said ?^ 

" Lord Mess you r" said the man ; " my name's 
Robert Jenkins^^it's mastar's friend they call Sir 
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Thomas Fowler--«And as for Mr Knarl, who has 
been killed, he had nev^ no fiunily at all, bemg. 
you sees a single man.^. 

^^ But I suppose he has died much and justly 
lamented by all who knew him,^^ said Andrew. 

'* As for that,"" replied Robert Jenkins, ^^ I 
cannot for a surety take it on me to say ; but I 
knows he was a damned hard-mouthed chap, and 
never could give no civil answer at aU.''^ 

'^ Then^ after all, B4>bert Joikins^ Tm thinking 
there hae been greater losses at ihe ShiriB Muir 
than his death,^ said our hero, and afarupdy re- 
turned into the house; and, despatclinig his repast, 
eolxred the carriage with Lord Sandyfgvd, and 

i hastily dnven o£ 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

SAGACITY. 

Wylie, from his arrival in Londbn, had con- 
tinued to lodge with Mrs Callender, till Mr Vd- 
lum took possession of Sandyford-house, when die 
Solicitor, apprehensive that the Earl might change 
his miiid, not. choosing to dispose of his own refis^ 
dence,. gave it in custody to Jacob, an elderiy 
married man, who acted as his porter and special 
messenger. With him Andrew was allowed the 
use of a bed and parlour ; and the address on the 
card given to the gipsy was, in consequence of 
this arrangement, from the house in Queen^s 
Square. 

It was late in the evenings when^ after parting 
from Lord Sandyford, he reached London ; and^ 
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im entering Queen^s Square, lie feimil a mob as- 
sembled round the house, and the gipsy-TV^man, 
as he suspected, abready there ; and on advan* 
dng towards tfaem, he foijmd they had* been ot^ 
dered into custody by Jacob, for besieging the 
door. 

The gipsies soon recognized him, and chimor- 
misly, and in tears, claimed his promised protect 
tion. He had no'cBfficulty in cBvining the mo^ 
tive of their pertinacious visit, and intei&ring in 
their behalf with the officers, as he was w«II 
known in the neighbourhood, readily obtained 
their deliveranoe^ He then reqi:^sted the (x>n« 
stables to advise the crowd to dispeiise, while he 
directed Jacob to receive the rsgrdmiB into the 
kitchen, and get them something to eat. 

While: the gipsies were descending iiito the 
area, Aeh? bene&ctoz was admitted I7 the hail- 
door; aiid^ m entering the parlour^ he said' to 
Jacob, ^'^ I dare aay that auld gipsy-wife is a 
daubbaith at cauk andkeeL What think ye ?'' 

'* I donH dimbt it, sir," replied Jacob, who 
was not altogether fin infidel in gipsy prophecy. 
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^^ Ah,"^ cried Andrew, ^ I sii{ipose ye faae been 
geltia^ your foitiine spae^t^ 
. Jacob fimly denied the ftct '^ Indeed,^ said 
be, '^ the gipsies were very sullen, and bave been 
sleeping on the steps all the afternoon ; and when 
we ordered them away, they sidd, you would not 
bave done so ; and complained bitterly of having 
travelled a' greast way to see you, and shewed us 
<me of your cards all patched.^ 

^^ Did diey say nothing of the end'^s errand 
they had oome upon ?^ 

" No,'' replied Jacob ; ** but they were mn^ 
cast down to hear, that it was uncertain when 
you would be back ; and so, as they would not 
go away from the door, I ordered diem into cus- 
tody.'' 

^' That was very prudent in you, Jacob ; and 
as I would like to hen whut they wiant wi'.me,. 
just slip down and ixring up die auld woman ; 
and hear ye, Jacob, tak tent that ye ha^re na 
spoons, nor sua' things lying looee ^Jbtmt; for 
the gipstes hae tarry fingers, and ye would need 
an ee in youriieGk to watch them.'' 
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Ab toon as tlie old woman was udicred into the 
parlour, our hero said t6 her, ^ Ye haena been 
blate nor kfce, hoBest woman/in paying me a ti^ 
sit;. What'a faappcusd to yoo, and wto^i? y^ur 
gudeman, and your son ?^ 

The gipsy faidifiiify rqwirted the wh<ile pre« 
eeedings, wfth which oiur heio was already ac- 
quainted; and the untarnished accuracy of her 
narration made him respect her T«»city. To- 
wards the oonckiflion of her story she beeame ani- 
mated and agitated, especially when she descrfted 
the scene which took place at tU^ examination ; 
asserting, with great vdbanence, that Sir Hubert 
Mowbray himsdf was the murderer. 

'^ Base scoot P exclaimed Andrew, atifeetipg 
more indigaaticm than he felt, ^' what pots such; 
a thought into your head?^ 

The old woman made no r^ly, but looked 
steacH^ in his &ce fi»r soBK time ; and tbea add- 
ed, ^^What I say is tmes and yaa beMeye me.'' 

^ Wheedit,wlie^8ht,yeauldniiit; youois^ht 
to he fbui^ into a miU-dam^ and kft to sink as a 
Christian, or swim as a witclt But n^at reason 
hae ye for this notion 2"^ 
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<> Why was he so greedy,^ cried the aecuiBer, 
M of e^ety thkig against my son ? The hofie of 
safety flus)ied on his efaeeks^ and glistened in his 
eyes^ whenever any thing came up against hint% 
Why did he tear your card ? I saw deceit in his 
visi^ when he did it. I doubt if he has written 
down the tnie name ; for I watched the motion 
of his fingers in the act^ and they ran not in the 
way the letters on the card do. His hand was 
shaking at the time, albdt he is a man of a stout 
heart.'' 

This suggestion with respect to the card made 
the blood nut eoM in our hero's veiiis ; and, as 
he eyed the old woman with a wary and ei^er 
look> he said, ^^ Ye'te no canny,, gudewife— ye're 
no litany** But gang awa:hack to jaar tin coun- 
try side ; and when the trial comes on,. FU be 
there.'^ 

The sylnl madrno reply to Ads ; but, with a 
token of reqiect, moved to leave the room. On 
seaclang the ^ktor^ however, as die took hold of 
the hikndle^ishe turned round, and said solemidy v 
^^ 1 43m 800 the li|^t thiDii^ ihe hom, and. Ae 
bird in the shelL'' 
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^^ Cast mkne o^ youx eantrips h^re^ lucky, hfad 
do as I bid you,^ said our hero, s^iously alarm- 
ed.. In the same moment he rung the bell, she 
opened the door ; and smiling with an expressbn 
tha^ might be deseribed as fiill. of a mysterious 
and hen^nant supeiiority,sgain curtsied and widb^ 
drew^ 

Jacob, guessing the occasion of hra summons/ 
conducted the gipsy down to the kitchen, in t^ 
first place, and then returned to his master. 

^^ Jacob/^ said onr hero to him, as he entered 
dbe.reom, ^^ I redd you tak tent o- thai carlki,' 
and Jise her and the bairns discreetly, for 1 trowr 
she has mair insighl than; honest folks; and T 
warn you to cross her loof rwi? silleir; . Therms 
five shillings to you, to help yoi^.to get well rid o^ 
htr ott o^the houseJ^ 

Jacob was not a litde impressed with ^ fhia 
speech ; aind was beginning to relate many well 
autfaentdeated stories of gipsy witeheriey wheii 
he iias> cut «lwt by Wylie, who, abeady suffix 
ciendy eiiie, said, ^^^ Ye need say nae m4ir about 
them ; for dwir power and cKscemment is bo to 
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he aiaiwited. Theftt cspable to mak the VkB o' 
ym^ Jacob, bdiere that qwde-sbafts viH bear 
l^ums ; 80 look to yourael, Jacob, oar irha keiM 
what may befall you P^ 

Jacob's countenaiice nndenrent Beveial changes 
doling this speech^ and still more when Andreir 
continued, ^^ And noo, Jacob, when I think o^t^ 
we mann gie somethmg te the yoni^ woman and 
the hainxs, that we may get a waff o^ their good 
wiU likewise. Ye'U gie the mitfaer this half-^svown, 
and a shilling a-piece to the wee anes^; and if 
your wife can lay her hands on a daught o^ ony 
thing eatable fi>r the family to tak wi^ them, for 
God'^s sake, teU her im to be scant or scrimptt; 
finr Heaven only kiiowa what will be the o^oome 
o' this visitation."^ 

By this time Jacob was standing pafe and wan, 
and our hero saw that it was quite unnecessary to 
put him more upon his guard, either widi respect 
to dbe wiles of liie gipsies in -die house, or imprest 
him witihi the neeessity of getting weii quit q£. 
diem. Indeed, when Jacob went down stainiy 
nothing was too gpood £or the gipsies, wlio soon 
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after departed highly satisfied ; bestowing their 
Idndest benedictions in a manner, as Jacob said, 
that could scarcely have been expected ahnost 
from a Christian. 
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A FAIENIILE8S EAEEISTXE^ 

When the old womao luid retired, our hero 
went immediately to Sandyford-house to consult 
Mr Vellum, who expressed great surprise at seeing 
him so 89911 back. He was, however, too much 
& mim of the world to make any inquiries ; but 
when Andrew mentioned that he had fallen in 
with the Earl on the road, and, in consequence of 
some things connected with that meeting, he had 
been induced to return to town, he was not alto- 
gether satisfied in his own mind, and thought his 
Lordship shewed something like a prejudicial par- 
tiality, in confiding so much in a person so far 
below himself in the consideration of the world ; 
nor was this apprehensive feeling allayed, when 
Andrew said, ^^ Noo, Mr Vellum, I want your 
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4issifitance in a great cause that I have taken in 
hand, for. a person, to whom, in a time of stmts, 
I was indebted for no small ciyility. Lord San- 
dyford, as well as myself, is concerned in the oc^ 
jcasion. It^s no in the eye of the world a thing by 
,common, nor, in truth, what y-e would be fashed 
with ; but I^m bound in gratitude and humanity, 
Mr Vellum, to see the parties righted. Two de- 
cent men in their way, a father and a son, Mr 
yellum, are accused of having. committed a tres- 
pass; but there is 8ome reason to jealOuse the 
true trespasser is a person of great power and con- 
sideration, and who, to save his own carcase, would- 
na scruple to sacrifice my two frien's. What I 
therefore want, and nobody knows better whom to 
recommend than yoursel, is some sharp and fear- 
less young lad, that has his bread to bake at the 
bar, that I may employ him, at my own cost, Mr 
Vellum, to. assist the twa poor men out o^ their 
difficulties ; for really the circumstances look hard 
against thenu In truth, if s a knotty case, and 
will require patience of thought, as well as bravery 
o\mind, sic as nae first-rater can afibrd to give, 
^nd deal justly with other clients ; and yet it^s 
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jiut^ s ease that a first-rater is alone capabk 6t 
hnai&ag to a proper issue. On that accomit, I 
want talaits of the first quality, and leisure to 
4ilkm them to be thoroughly applied.^ 

Why our heix) should have thrown such a haze 
4xf mysticirai orer the business, must be left for 
the consideratifm o£ those who can penetrate into 
the depths of his peeuHar character. ' It had the 
effect, however, of leading tSie Soficitor to suspect 
that t^is said great cause was connected with the 
imputed infidelities of the Countess, in which^ 
fioin the previous declaration of the Earl, he sup- 
posed his Lordship was averse, at least tor the 
present, ta appear personally. 

Accordingly, under this impression, and belie- 
ving that in due time the management of the ul- 
timate proceedings would devolve into his- own 
hands, he mentioned several young men then co- 
ming forward at the bar, with the promise of abi- 
Ii^> But Wylie objected to them all, as being 
more ambitious to make a figure themselves, than 
to set finrward the causes of their clients to the 
best advaati^i At last he hit upon one that he 
thought would answer. 
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^^ Do liie circwnstmoeB require any aid. from 
^loqpsDce ?^ said VdlBim. 

" No,"*' replied our hero ; "but we'll, wmnfc a 
pi^er of great pith drawn up for the defence.^ 

^^ Theiiy^ replied Velhim> " I recommeBd yoa 
to secure MondeH. He is a young man of Teiy 
su^uImt accomplishments ; and owing to an inw 
pediment in his speech, he can ney» become emi. 
nent as a pleader ; but he is an impressive wxiter, 
^id is besides possessed of a curiously constituted 
mnid, and a strong natural power of observation.^ 

^ He has been made on purpose for my tuni,'' 
ze^iwd our hero, " if he answers your desciip* 
tion ; so I beg yell gie me two or three lines to 
him, d»t I may confer with him mysel in pri- 
vate ; for there are some points in the buaness 
that caana very well be set forth in a brief. Over 
and above all, although my Lord Sancfyford'^s a 
principal witness, his Lcnidship would fain dechae 
appearing ; and ye ken we maiun suit oursdb to 
his bcODoar, to the best of our afaihty."' 

Vellum immediately wrote a note to Blondeil, 
introdudng Wylie to him, and requesting hb 
particular attentiesi to the otgect and purpose of 
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Ids Titit. With this note, our hero proceeded 
directly to Clement^s Inn, where the obscure cham- 
bers of this neglected son of genius were sitaatdl. 
BlondeU was at home, and the moment that 
he had read the introductory note, Andrew sfttd 
in his abrupt manner, ^^ Ye see, sir, that I have 
a notion to become acquaintit with you ; ^and ye^re 
a man, or Fm wrang informed, of ower micUe 
discernment, no to be sensible that I must hae 
some particular reason for taking such an extra- 
oidinary freediMn, espedaHy when I tell you that 
the business, wherein I stand in need of your 
help, is no ane that ony regular brief can be made 
up on. In a word, Mr BlondeU, I want you to 
go into the country with me, in order to assist in 
the defence of two friendless gipsies, who stand 
aeeused of murder. I believe them innocent, and 
I think I can jguess who the true murderer is ; 
but as I would do nothing on suspicion, I mean 
to confine oursels to the defence of my cUents. 
For this business ye t;an hae ^nae fee in the usual 
way ; but Fll bear dl your expences, and m^ke 
you a reasonaUe Compensation f dr ^ los9 o^ time ; 
and if we succeed, as I doubt not we shall, I hae 
3 
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Bbin0 hiSfe yelBlmflke gaehfidends by tbe bu»nes|b» 
w.Yffl put their shoulders to your wheels throvgh^ 
€mt the rcrt; o' your life.'' 

The plakmess of this address produced the de- 
nized efiect Mondell said he would aoc^t the 
proposal at once. 

<< In trudi, Mr Wylie,"" said he, with a feeHng 
whidt added considerably to his natural difficulty 
in expressing himself, ^^ I have not at this time 
much to do, and I am obliged, you see, to betake 
myself to other studies than those of my profes- 
sion.'" 

Our hero looked at his table, and saw on it 
several yolumes consisting of novels, travels, and 
poetry.' 

" These,^ said Blondell, *^ are my pot-boilers. 
I am obliged to do all manner of literary labour, 
under aU possible varieties of name.^ 

^^ It^s weel for you, Mr Blondell, that you can 
do so ; but ye maun give up meddling with sic 
dishmaclavers as novels and ballads, and lend 
your whole power and pith to me. I dinna, hoir- 
ever, wish you to work cosnent^wark, that is, 
without meat or wage ; so I beg yell come and 

VOL. It. H 
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tak your dinner in a private seerecy wi** me, at Mr 
Velltun's honse, in Queen^s Square ; and by diot 
time I'll be provided wi** a bit of Abraham New^ 
iand'^s paper, to help to keep the banes green till 
we see what^s to be done with the two ne''er<4lo-. 
weels that I hae ta'^en by the haad.^ 

Blondell was much amuaed by the originality 
of our heroes manner, and readily accepted die 
inrit^ition* 
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fiOITBTS. 



" Jacob,'' said our hero, when the old man ad^ 
fliitted hiBi on his reinm firoin the interriew^with 
Kondell, ^^ there's a great man to dine wi' me the 
mom, so yell see andhae every thing in the best 
order, and tell your irife to gie' us a spice of her 
ddU in cookery, and see that ye can behave your- 
sel-on the oceasion. For he's somewhat o' an odd 
way, and teiay come no just, as by rights he ought 
to do, ki his own canii^, but in ane of the 
blackguard hacknies, or aiblins on his feet. They 
call Inm Mr lEHondell ; and wh^i once he has 
cotne, mind I'm no at home to ony living crea- 
ture, no, not even to iny Loird Sandyford, an he 
were to come to town, nor to ane lower than the 
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King liimself, whom you know we are aU bound 
to serve and obey to within an inch of our liyes. 
So. I hope you wiU take heed to what I am tell- 
ing you.^ 

Jacob was not altogether without need of an 
exhortation of tMs kind; for Andrew had obser- 
ved that he was a great respecter of persons, and 
anticipated that the i^ple m and plain attire of 
Blondell, were not calculated to gain much of his 



At tiHT hour «ifMi&ltddie Batsister eione, aid 
win w&cAffAmiiM die utmost defttence ami ckm^ 
ndenUiDii; bot^ «y WyHe expec^^d; he anmd 
on tbot^ waiu the pxDteetioit of 'only an um- 
brdla^ fdiibough the weatlKn? was. driadifig. 3^ 
JDob's wife^. on her put^ was xmie difiaent, aM 
when dfaner was tf^et, the dodt of «he dinia|a^. 
loom was closed, and amission to a& mSL^etf 
sort of viriters strictly prohibftecL 

Owt liero then entered into.« mcasistaMial«e* 
Is^n of the whole case ; he described, ftrst, Iom 
own a^entures with the gipsies, then the circoKN 
stances under which- die \»ity wis fotaid:; wd 
lastly, the examination, as it had been reported 
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«ted ms e»iggea»feed^ biit »eIiU;ed 1^ ^taik as 
«cca»v^e]^a6h^<$<Nl^^eoeU0ct. jEIe^be^^v^,!^ 
oasefUIy ««4; of Tiew 1m own i»^bcflosi8 M l3ie 
fa^isjmsa; MffduK^vcaiesin tl^ieitftUe-yard; and 
bis jbatarview ^th ibe giffiy w0iB«n, and her 
.^oupi^oiiSy Mying, ^^ Noo, Mr BlandeU, wfaat I 
»h^e been tdling you is the case, as it ^^ oome 
oa brfore the Couct ; what^s your aff4uaad egi- 
nion o't, for all that I hae said wiU be proven by 
.i^viience?" 

^^ Wheither the gipsies ase guilty o^ not guil- 
ly^^' n^Jied BlondeU^ -^ ihey will be <u>iulfintmed. 
^ jE^ jury >caa x^sist £S»cte so >sti?oi^^ nor piesump- 
,fioiis ao «|tiJUng. But you said^ that in yoior 
mind you believed tjbe gipsies innoc^il^ and that 
^fputhoqg^ 7^^ ^^^ ^^ tbeisealanvarderer is. 
. X«et me Jknow upon what this opwon is founded?^ 

Wyiie looked earnestly at Bldndell, and afbra 
jMuise of abodt a;minute, ssAiy ^^ There are some 
• fioj^ that^ shoot up in our fancies, that we would 
oMeed^Q^yurd even fiae the ear of fiiendship ; Hoar, 
,iiiilesfi.lhay prove true> Ihe disclosure will make 
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fools of US, and gin they are tnie, we dare iscateeljr 
own them — ^they so far surpass the guesses xiffifu- 
man wisdom.*" He then describe the manner of 
Sir Hubert Mowbray daring the intenriew with 
the EarL « He was a man," stod he, *^ fey ^' 
something on his mind. There was a sort "of in- 
ward fury about his thoughts, his eyes were gleg 
and suspicious, and ftdl of fear, and his words 
were quick, and of an uneren and unnatural 
sound.** •' 

<< Your observations are shrewd and impres- 
sire, but there is nothing in them lliat can be 
availaUe on die trial. They might help to swell 
the interest of a winter^s tale, but cannot be urgied 
in€ourt ; nor are they susceptible ofbdngbrotijliit 
out in evidence," said Blondell. 
' Our hero then resumed, and related nilSi' mi- 
nute accuracy what afterwards p»ssed in the sta- 
ble-yard. The moment that he adverted t& the 
dispatching of Jenkms the groom fer a post- 
chaise, Btondell clapped his hands eageriy, and 
'exclaimed, " The gipsieis may be saved, but we 
must still have something stronger against -Sir 
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Hubert) befoxe we can vaiture to reckoti on their 
acquittal. We must throw suspidon upon him."^ 

Wylie then mentioned Mb own conversation 
with the gipsy woman, and her suspicion that 
the magistrate had not written down the address 
that was on the card. 

^^ There wiH be no other witnesses smnmonedy ^ 
said Blondell, ^^ but those who were examined at 
the coroner's inquest ; and as Jenkins the groom 
was not there, I should not be surprised if he 
were sent out of the way.^ 

At this juncture, the bell of die street-door was 
impatiently rung, and soon after the gipsey boy 
was heard clamorous in the hall. Wylie express* 
ed his astonishment at die circumstance, and go* 
ing to the room door, desired the boy to come in, 
and tell him what had happened. 

The poor creature was jaded and heated, and 
so entirely covered with mud, that he looked 
more like a statue of clay than a human h&^ 
ing. Jacob was ordered to retire ; and the 
. boy then related that, as he was returning with 
his mother and grandmother to the town where 
his father and grandfiither were imprisoned, they 
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Mad passed a fitage-ooadh, on ike top of irliidi vas 
JenkiiM, the raagkrtrateVi groom, and tint Im 
^andmoAer Mdered him to dt^ km at all lia- 



^ I^t hcpcupB %^ and ilie k^^ ^ ran m anA 
below the coach, and hugging the rpeadi, ^caaaer 
with it to liondea, jmdtheananbatowiat^eipn 
wheie it pot vp.'^ 

^' Ye^ee aderar ealhmt, usid it\i &P^ ye'ieo 
gipsjr,^ amd our tera; ^^favt fo do«m lo ikhe hit* 
dien, and get something to eat» sod there^a * halfr 
aHcrown to Jidp yck lo a fe^gag; leok fihairp, 
howera*^ after JtsMmy and dinna let himihiiik 
he's w«tolied^^^l!he hand of iSeaven,^ said mat 
heropDinfy^winii thfi'g^sy httd 1^ t]s» «odm te 
ehaifie of Jaodhf whewarsuBnaenadta eoniiutt 
him down stairs^ ^ la mMj sixetched forth in tUa 
liaodfmoA. AealdnsBfisathemdipoeBiedimiE^ur 
nde C* wUdb was-diaiielJiefblkwkiginorBing, not 
a fitftfe to Jiis surprise, and the conatematien of 
hasniaater. 

JffiiondiA hmsnmg aequaaed, in oonvenalinnwilli 
our henaatdiffereBit tbaas, die aort of iafimnatkni 
winch we hare described, aeoompanacd hunt a firiT 
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iwre i«f>ri«med» sad, wh^re Acy found the deem 
of the poor outcast creatures considered ad sealed. 
Numberless stories of thek atrocities receiMfled 
titt hisM«Qi(kyt»f the iidialntaiilis to the ig^ 
destt&y that awittted them. 

litiras «f canaeqiience to the suecess iof the de* 
fiBme, that ihe dtavacter of Sfk Hubestt ttL&tbtvy^ 
uAft the state of interooiirse which had existed 
hctffweii hm jand llie deeeaeedyf iMMtld be tboroug^ 
IjaeeertftilMd. WiA resp^ Ao ^ f<lciaer, tfa^xe 
was .Ao 'AfficidiQr ( the .characler of Sir H«best 
aftaod hi|^ ttneiig his ildi^hhoitts; hb-idimted 
fifnt>hia fetbiir «i asiiile{MriBip»yy liilc^.he had 
maieinttyJnipRovfidL Thewhokiooiuilqr, indeed^ 
qppbwHhdhis ^gsmanji eendiiet ; but di«re fffsre » 
few iuTidious persons who qualified their praisei 
iqlth.«Qnie.iiisb»ati«ta agefost his^ifiipUMfaUe qpi- 
^ fttegmgihathe was evjenais^pereevftfii^ia hie 
i«3eMtti^iKs 4tfi.he ^asraealo^ in his4iie«iddlipi; 
wd/di^t^ifimhfldiiof boenisoprospimiiB^ J^ trfgjit 

ia Aa]i«n;\aaid Blwdtll mdtymuBg to .Aadnew^ 

Mjikgji^ifjffstmBf^l^^ dx>getiiar m the iuft 

h2 
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where they had taken up their abode, ^< whose me^ 
eess seems to deter people from speaking out whit 
they thmk of Mm.*" 

The mqidries^reispecting hk interoonne^^i^ 
the murdered man w^e not, however, so easily an<* 
swered. Their conditicm m life had been, so very 
different, and the issue of their respeetvve fertcmes 
bad also been so dissimilar, thatnothing^of the na^ 
tore of an intimacy existed between them. In the 
mtset of life, the deceased had been in a faetti^ 
aphere ; and when a young man, was admitted in* 
to the best societies ki iHom country; but fidling 
into irregular habits, he*had gfidiMliyflnst caste. 
Towards hkn it was said that Sir Hubert haiL acted 
very generously ; never particularly pressiiig Um 
for the paym^t of hia r^it^'^irihidi was gciaai^ly 
in arrears. 

- Bhmddl, on recemog this aocoimt, b^fim to 
waver in his suspicions. He still thou|^t that the 
gipsies were not guilty of die musder; bat 'he 
ebuU not bring himself to beUeve'that a gentle^ 
man of Sir Hubert Mowbray's character, ao fiitad- 
ly to the deceased as he was represented to have 
been, was likely to be hastfly betrajred into -the 
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(MmiBiMiondfflofoiiIadeed; finritseeniedtoliiiii^ 
ihftt if lie had obmmitted the muider, it miitt have 
been on premeditation, from the dnnmustanee q£ 
sending his groom to oider the postrdMse, after 
he had confessed passed Mr Knarl in the forest. 
^^ Had the groom,^ said BIondeQ, ^ been pre- 
vioBsly despatched, it might, as it is reported that 
Knarl was a hard-mouthed, fellow, have been rea* 
•omlble to suppose that they had qnandled per- 
htspB about his arrears, and that in the quarrel a 
hasly and fatal blow was inflicted. But according 
to the fiicts, and in umson with our information, 
it doea not appear to me that Sir Hubert could 
have had any mcitiye lor the pecpetration of the 
crime; I am therefore disposed to think that it 
nuMliaye been committed by aiiolliei^-^tiome un- 
known indmdual.^' 

Andrew eould not reply to titese obaervationa; 
nbatr he still «ldhered to his own opinioB, that ihe 
• BEU!^net,«Bdbe alon^was theguiky. At tbeisMWie 
iiAso0^ he waaccmvinced that unles»ihe bkiodcodid 
be very clearly brought home toaoiae edwr Wuki 
the wlbrtiiiiale gipsies, Ae probafaiUty was, from 
, the pr^uAees entertrnmed against thenii thattbey 
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mdUL^be iiimtsbij cmi. He AaedSgre : 
toiiie tine siieBt jnitboiigli^ 
pttused:; jhmI iv^en Ae oAer mU 4o U]l^ ^ Wl^ 
IB yoor^ipBiHm now F^ Be repliod, ^ IfA Bft^enjr 
to nqr whiit t dMik ; htiiMmjLiJkieM^m^M^fkfty 
sBice 9k>' fliib^iiid dtt deeeased weie -em nny 
footing of equGitjy Aere miglit faae beenvMiMer 

die oonHsnof dT'die Baxonot^i tntttuie^ nay liave 
l»o<n«EeftgiiiedupliNr«4ay^ireclKnkig. I littve 
iiMad 4)f Hi|^ilMiAer gendemrai nuirmg lereBge 
StQssk 'genontiofi to g6iieMli0B, and yie^ixtg tw 
dm «f tibe fatlMTs upon the chiUran ; end I jeft- 
lottse duit iflict^B done in tbe Nordi may be 
JikeraBe done in liie Bovdi, eapeciaUy wlMn I 
ktiir ef ^iMk poMoased nf « ^HE^toid dunwBB 
of temper. I wouldna marvel, Mr jMoadeH, that 
aoBie tanat ;at tbe saeee in tkcir yelxd^ ot the 
vliiiUiigmajr ofta partner 4at a ball, had beooaae 
jnottiieienenj^ in the faeast ^« man wilii Sir 
Hnbeitla pviBe and ipevaev^nance, to grow t» the 
rfind huA of dna mnnifir.'' 
' filondell 'WW struck with tiieMmark ; aifed after 
TttiAaiaing aome time refleoting.iirith hInMetf, aaid, 
^* What you observe is certainly not improbable ; 
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and, perhaps, instead of troubling ourselves any 
more about the intercourse of latter years, ire 
should try to ascertain what sort of intimacy ex« 
isted between them in their youth.*" 

But the assizes were to commence in two days^ 
and there seemed to be no means before the trial 
left to obtain aeeess te -the seiorces^of this informa- 
tion. Our hero, however, suggested an expedient 
that surprised BbnAeH erven nore than the inge< 
nuity he had hitherto shewn — ^It was no less than 
to employ the dd gijny ivromw in ibeiniiuivy^ 
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CHAPTER XX. 



COmVLTAtlOKS. 



Foe some days prior to tbe amvdl a£ our hero 
and Blondell, the poor ppqr women and the 
diildren had been seen trotting about the skirts 
of the town. At first they pitched their tent un- 
der the hedge on the road leading to the mansion 
of Sir Hubert Mowbray ; but he ordered his ser- 
vants to drive diem away. Being thus forced to 
diange the place of their encampment, they re* 
moved to a lane behind the inn, where the ser- 
vants about the stables, in compassion for their 
misfoirtune, sometimes condoled with them on the 
fate of their relations. As often, however, as this 
iras dime, the children b^an to weep bitterly, 
and their mother sat dejected and silent; while 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



C01I8UI.TA!FI01fS. 188 

tbe <Ad woman, dUstiiig as with die energy of tbe 
inspired Pythia, afitonished her avditois with her 
fierce and oracular predictions. In the midst ef 
one of these rapturous paroxysms^ Sir Hubert 
sent them s<mie. money, and recpiested them t(^ 
retire from the neighbourhood, until the trial was 
over. In an inatwit, as if actuated by one spi- 
rit, the whole group started up, and with loud 
and vehement imprecations against the injustice 
of man, demand^^ the interposition of heaven* 
Nothing, however, escaped them to betray in the 
slightest dc^ee their suspicion of Sir Hubeetf 
except a rash and indignant repulse, by. the boy^ 
of the servant^s hand who offered them the money. 
The old woman, observing the acti<m, became at 
9n^ cahn, and making a si^ to theothers, si* 
lenced diem also, while she took the money,, sajh 
ing significantly, ^^ It is sent by Pvovideufoe to 
cmable us to get help to prove who is indeed, the 
true murderer.^ 

The whole of this scene produced a profound 
sensation among the bystanders, and s(mie of 
l^bem hegm to doubt if the gipsies were gui%.; 
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wUIe bPl vegmded tbe £>]iioin famify ivMi Mini- 
mente of OMopflnioii and dkanty* A sindi <|eU 
lociioii was in ^onsequenoe ^ged for lliem on lh» 
ip0t ; and tb^ faeiievKdciit bdiog m ^idiidh it 0(i» 
|^OLa«ed sproadaig tkrougk dw t^im, a^eMito* 
able «am was soon raised. 

JEt lidng. kttwm^aattong ^th^ iMwmj ( l » cC the km 
Aai !NatiddH wai a WmsteTj 48O0n ^aftelr tik ar^ 
imd, the old watoan had «c^fta wiA 4ie ma-^ 
aejr in her hmd to scKeit Us aasistaiMe. SIob^ 
defl at first vefiised the mtfot/f ; hiKiMtf tom mg- 
wfied to him that he Qoglit^'iii^be'saeittitixiie^.to^ 
accept k. . ' 

« It is «eoessaiy * said 1», ** tfiatwe should 
not appear ovesly velimtiwy «iMs affifir, iSH wib 
getalbetter grip^^ tlie ease, andye mtist jtnl stfb^ 
«aj^ to .he *Aiought fighltly ^ior a {leason.*^ 

The effect of .tahmg the ^oney was what Anu 
drew antieipftted ; and 1}ie meanness <)f Blond^ 
was everywhere loudly condemned. Borne of lus 
htethren rf ^e lon^ robe, on reaching the town 
ihat eveningy when they heard of fte transaction, 
ingde ^a ^reat stir about ihe respectabffity of iSie 
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profeesioii, and teeated Blasideli witib uaeqitivQcd 
i»arks of tibeir contempt, dlrof whicli he endiired 
with inwdi^erayie Ibrtitude. Thus, not only "wem 
the imsonens dseady iaentenced in pidilic opuaoOi 
hut their counsd contemned as obBCuie and imm- 
pable, and, both in principlea and {oractiee, a du^ 
gtace to liie har. It lequired w Hittle resohUften 
on his part to bear this -with patience; and mBa» 
tikan onoe he espi^sed his apprdbimsionaib Wy- 
lie, that ihe prejudice against ihem irould he &* 
tal to their clients. Andrew, howerer, was neat 
diania^iefl. He had emfaairfced tn the hissineslib 
mA with that imdemtai^ pener^eraiioe which mo 
casoalty seemed to affeet, lie resolu^y wcsm^t 
wwd. 

In parsoaaoe jo£ the (plan wfakh^iur Ji«ro imA 
suggested, as we noticed at the ttondnsion of the 
kst chapter, the old gipsy im& smt ^, .Und when 
she entered the xoom, he sdid, ^^ Noo, hudcy, >I 
ha:re a hankering io get a fortune tdld, and aefe 
Iwve no doubt some sl^it with cauk and keel, I 
would tmx hae die he^ x)^ your hand an that fansi* 
ness.^ 

T3ie eld wanasi iDpfced at ^hiin Tvith a kem And 
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iiiqiimtive ey« ; and then timnxig round ta Blon* 
AtUj sad ratsing her left hand oyer her eyes, as 
if the sun davded them^ steadily ako perused 
every trait and fcaiure of his countenance. ^' Nei« 
tlier of you, I see,'' said she cahnly, " would at 
this time trifle with the grief of a mi@eiable old 
woman. What's your pleasure ?. Whose fortune 
would you have me read ?^ 
' ** Come, come, ludqr,'' cried oitr hero, " noae 
of your antic cimtrips with me. I have a notjoh 
diat ye can spae best, when ye know something 
about the history of your customers ; and that it's 
easier to read thirty years of a dead man's life, 
than three days of what's to happen to the living. 
Now the fortune that we want told is the niur* 
dered man'iB; and ye maun try in your canny 
way to get us some account of his gre^a years, bf* 
fbte the UightfeH on him. Find out whether he 
has su&red the ccoss of fiuthless love,, oi: treach- 
erous friendship P What blkikof«i evil eye mar* 
fed Ins flourishing ? Or whether he has had eccik* 
don to dread or feel theenmtty of any secret ad. 
versary?" 
Blondell seemed to think, that perhaps the old 
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Ionian would not understand thie sort of» lan- 
guage, and added, ^^ We wish, in fact, good wo^ 
teian, to know, if, in early life^ there was ever any 

quarrel '** 

* Andrew ehecked him abruptfy, saying, •* Toot, 
toot, man, well no get at the truth, if ye tell what 
ye want. This carlin here can deck lies enew to 
satisfy you, if lies wotQd serve. — Gudewife, ye 
hm very ireA what we want. Gang and leicm a^ 
ye can, and then come back as 0OO& «b possible.^ 
t' The old' woman, for alkmt half a minute» stood 
eteet and silent, as if she wasinwardly pondering 
irith herself; and then, as it were, coming out of 
ber tranice, she looked cheerfiiUy at Andrew, and 
immediately Idk the room. 

When she had retired, BlondeU said it woidd 
^ necessary to pvepare something for the prison- 
ers to read in their del^ce^ whatever might be 
dbe course that oncumstancea might afterwardti 
Inquire him to pursue ; and fopthis. purpose he 
jmmt to his own room that he might not be dis- 
tttrbed. Lord Saiidyfotd, who had written to cmr 
herOi OB henring he had arrived, being tbe» hourly 
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expected. It, howe^or, 6oouii»d i» Aadiev, m 
tbe gipsies could not ^ad, as Blondell atuttcoBed^. 
— HM judges^ however clear in thm deMveiy, aw 
leldom good readers, — and as he himself was a 
very had cme, that it would be of great iXMise^ 
quence to otoain somebody to read the dei&icey 
upon the proper dFect of which rniiidh m^fat de- 
pend, hoAi with the Court and the Juary. 

In deliberating wijdai l^mself «n this point, tht 
bold idea moe or twice presented itself that if 
Lord Sandy&id eould be indjioed to twdcsTtake 
ibe iii^portant task, the ^eet of his Loardshq»'-i 
tmskf with die p^oB and grace #f his elocutkaa^ 
tPiidd be in the highest ^greeefflMftiye; mai^ 
the time the Earl anyvw^l^ im had vesfdl^ ilii^ 
^pealc to hlxa on ithe sulsgedt. 

Accordingly, next d^, tm his Leidship^a am- 
'val, after their first sidutatipns were ot^, he said^ 
^* Akhqugh, my Liord^ I have no doubt of 'the 
fwor gqpsies'* innocence .of ihe muidoTi yet tiieie 
«e great difficulties in the way of mbl efeotnal 
■dflfence^ In the firrt place, they can neither write 
tior read; secondly, Mr Kondiefl, whcsn I h«ve 
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bnv^lk wkb me/ tb fltaiid up to diem, M a dre^ 
fy stMoiuMter ; indthardly) ywa LordBhipkMWi 
A$^ ike Judj^d n «iudi a dftpomte dione^ fbal 
w«r& Ike i(> lead tlie defend the likdihood is, 
t^t he would croon the ivLty mleep, instead of 
mb^piBg eith^ their hcaitd ov vndeTstaadkB^ te 
jjteld towatds the pnoHiiierg. Thb tehea im, a&d 
I really am greatly at a loea.'* 

^' I shMttlum iJkwi^'' saUllieEarl^ ^ihat 
you would hare provided, a fitter adveeat^ dum 
the one yoUr seem to hare eboeea.^ 

^ I had my wetaiaa^ relied Andww, «^ fir 
what I have done ; apdcuold I but get any bedy 
•with a ratibnal porfioK of eonmnmi sense, to read 
the paper that^MErlBloBidA is new preparing, I 
would not dsipidr of an acqaktat'' 

Letd SandjFfoed appealed a. Mttle etfuek widi 
4» ibst part 4£ dns rcanarkr and said, ^ I en. 
tttndy ougMtnot to cpiefstimi that you havw acted 
in diis matter with yoinr characteristic sagacity^; 
Imt I am; sorpeised -tUat you attach S4» nmeh im- 
pertanoe «» aEoything l$iat oan/be saiiiln a poptf. 
The Cbubtand JniyitiahejpivMiied entiivly tiy 
the facts diat come out in evidence.'" 
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' Andrew th« eoLpliined te bim, duit, ibr vm^ 
fOOB witMn his own breast, he did not wiib tlM 
any thing should arise to lessen the piejudide 
against the prisoners, till the whole case for ^ 
crown was dosed ; and he informed his Loi^hip 
of the light in which Bkmdell and hunsdf^ he 
had reason to bdieve, wore oonifidered both by 
the bench and the bar* 

The Earl was peiplexed, «nd said, ^^ I am 
thoroughly persuadkb thai the methdd you haw 
chosen is equldly prudent and wise, althoi^h I 
do not very distinctly perceiye in what manner it 
is to be of use to the pooir. prisoners."^ 

" Of the eftct,'' repHed WyUe, " I have lie 
doubt ; but it^s a tenttle thing thal^tber^nola 
man, wi^ humanity enough^ aUe to read the pap« 
ae it diould be rtead« TheJu^g^wfllmumUdit; 
ttidwere I to aak:ony o" the biigrislers, die diaHie 
is, that tbey would timi imdi a snort^botb frteHt 
BSfkd me.^ • '<<■'•.{} 

" I cannot thinks'' rejoilied the £aat> ^ dvl 
there is luly such «u{^^ d^teUysin the ww^ 
vWere it n6t eontiaxy to die ariUa and fi^mii'lif 
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the Court, X shoiikl have no o\geclkm to leid it 
Uflwdr : . 

^^ Tbat^s a very diaritable and land propotttioa 
on your Lcndship^s part ; and I am sore there is 
no obstacle of law against it. Yell be sittings 
I'se warrant, on the bench ; and when the time 
comes I can hand up the paper to your Lordship, 
as it were for the Judge, and your Lordship can 
then just in an easy way, ask leave to read the 
paper; for Mr Kondell writes a small narrow 
crabbed hand, and the Judge is an old man, that 
to a oartainty never could well make it out."^ 

The Earl smiled, and said, '^ This is too much. 
From the first, Wylie, you have been contriving 
to get me to undertake this business. I see through 
it all ; and I give you credit for the way in which 
you have made the proposal come from mysdf. 
However, I wiU so fiur humour you in this task of 
mercy, as to play into your hands. But as Blon« 
dell writes such ^ a sma^ narrow crabMt hand,^ it 
is highly necessary that I should peruse his paper 
before att«npting to read it from the bench.*" 

During the remainder of the evening, nothing 
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partMvkrly passed widi his LordsUjs who, being 
somewhat fatigued by his journey firom Chastii^* 
Mi^all, leCired esorly ; whole Bhmddl said our 
hero sat up, in expectation of hearing something 
of the gipsy. 
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Asoin* Tfiidai^ the aid iroiii«i wawie har np- 
pearasice> lodi a haggwrd ^Kpieessioii of cKiihaiioii 
and Jfidunqih in 'her «ye& Tlie moitteiU; Jthat die 
wakor who^ewitd her into the room had retued, 
and the door was dosed :behiiid him, sheirudied 
eagnrly towavds our h&BOy and raising liar left 
hand^fihook itatyBterioudiy ; at die same time de- 
vadng dflo the for e-fingeor 4>f iwr iri^, die hur- 
riedlf began to speak to die following effect :-**• 

^ Fate and Beath-ioe^ml^he road ; I hear them 
coming ; but I see an Angel of Glory standing b&- 
GidLe ynu that will daunt^them ftompaasitig^to harm 
meormine. The dead man andliisaiiiadererwvre' 
idanta of iihe same tpring time; jmd wbm their 
heads wa» gvtan, 4he Uaated and the jfiiUai was 

VOL. II. I 



vGooQle 



194 CHAPTER XZI^ 

the gayest and the proudest. They were boon 
companions ; a lily grew in the valley, and thoy 
both stretched out thar hands ; the dead man won 
the flower, but from that day his foi|une began to 
fade ; the cry of a rifled maiden went up to hea- 
ven and brought down the mildew ; and the spite 
of a thwarted lover, like the invisible fire that 
withers the summer bough, secretly worked its de- 
cay.'' 

" Hooly, hooly, lucky," cried Andrew, while 
Blondell sat admiring the sybilline energy of the 
hag ; ^^ come down out of the clouds, and set by 
your broomstick ; for though we can ettle a guess 
at the substance of your raving, we maun have 
something more to the purpose. The lily ye're 
making a' this ranting about was just some youi^ 
kss ; and the valley it grew in was, I trow, no^ 
thing else than some cottar's shed ; so speak to the 
point, lucky, and fiish us naemair with your hero- 
glyphicaLs." 

^^ I can but speak," cried the gipsy, earnestly, 
^ as ye have heiiird. There is no malice like that 
of a disappointed lover; nor a deadlier foe than an 
angered friend. The grass has long been green 
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over Alice Cresswell's bosom, but the hate of her 
baffled lover could only be quenched in blood 
.Thrice seven times, has the leaf faQen since she 
was laid in the earth, and every time the fortunes 
of her betrayer were left barer.*" 

" Weel, but tell us whar ye Eeard a^ this ravel- 
led clishmaclavers," exclaimed Andrew, peevishly. 

The old woman, however, had no other way of 
expressing herself except in her gipsy jargon, and 
that was still more unintelligible. Blondell, how- 
ever, interposed ; and by dint of a long and pa- 
tient questionings ascertained that when Enarl and 
Sir Hubert were young men, they had both at- 
tempted to seduce Alice Cresswell, a game-keep- 
er'*s daughter, and that Knarl became the favour- 
ed lover. In consequence of which, from being 
intimate friends, they became for some time dead- 
ly enemies ; and that Sir Hubert, being a person 
of greater opidence than his rival, contrived to 
thwart him in all his undertakings, until he had 
brought him to the verge of ruin ; that Knarl was 
perfectly sensible of his mahgn influence, although 
it was so managed that he could not openly charge 
him with any fraud or design ; and took, on all 
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vecanons, efnry a pp urtomty cf iasleiiiBg a quar- 
rel on Ms caeiiiy, bat without succesB. At kst, 
by iioB intempeimce havkig worked ins own ex- 
daskm from iiie flooietyof gentlenien, lie £^ into 
dissipated habits, whidi completed hki degrada- 
tum. 

In this stage of Ms miflforttuies. Sir Hubert 
then 43tepped forward, and, eeemingly with great 
magaanhnity, entreated him to ibrget &e gntdge 
that had so long subeasted between them, and ge- 
neroody offered to -befriend him. Knarl knew his 
riral too well to tmst much to the smeeiity of Ins 
profesaioDe^ bat thepresaore af ^stress, «id iSbxt 
laxity of d;ie sense of honour which adversity ev^ 
eausea, o^^sevcame his scruples, and he accepted of 
a finrm, on liberal teitos, from his-enemy. The 
conduct of the Baronet had all the outward t)ia- 
racteristics of geneioaity, imd the a£Eur 'redound- 
ed much to his credit ; but sdll Knarl flHspected 
that sonethuig Indeed at the bottom ^ the cnp 
which had been so im^qpecte^ and iso warmly 
p#oiG»9od ; fcft occamiHtlly, when flushed with 
wine, he would f^^vent 4o his anspicions ; and 
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on the day prior to the murder^ sonietidng^of thU 
kind had ti&en place, with a threat of es^ogure. 

Such was the substance of the inlbniialioB which 
the old gipsy had obtained. It seemed to pre- 
amt nething arailaUe te the defence of the pri*- 
sonecfl ;. and wh«i ihe poor wooman Tekired, Bkii- 
ddl shi^ok his head^ and spciue as if he considered 
thttr ease hopeless. Not so our hero ; he made na 
remark, but sat thoughtfully for some tune ; he 
ihcA began to move about, and finally;^ to pace the 
xpom in peipleadty, baiting evoy now and then, 
aa if he int^ided to speaks but as often, checking 
biinself. 

Blondell, who by this time had ac({dired a pro- 
foond respect for hia sagacity, remained sikn^ 
watdung his motaoas with interest and cariosity; 
At last Andtew seamned his seat, and said^ *^ I 
tUbok, Mr Blondell, tins gathering of odds and ends 
by thai aiUd wife will hae a poweifiil effect My 
Iioid^ ye ken, has promised to read ibe defenoe ; 
now ye maun put into itahypothetieal sto!ry,where- 
in ye w91 relate,, in acircumstantiai manner, some^ 
thing like this tale of Knarl ; and yell suppose a 
I9aa who has been, so spited by misfi^rtune, meet- 
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ing in a state of intoxication with some one that 
he had thought wronged him, and that a quarrel 
ensued ; and when ye have set aU this out to ad- 
vantage with your best cunning, yell then take 
another turn, and describe the workings of the ve- 
nom of resentment in the breast of his adversary ; 
and with that art which ye know how to employ, 
ye^U represent that adversary yearning for re- 
venge, and watching with great vigilance for an 
opportunity to satisfy his hatred — ^winding up with 
some supposed meeting by accident, under cloud 
of night, in a lonely forest, nobody near, nor eye 
to see, but only the stars of heaven. Do this, and 
well see what effect it has on Sir Hubert, who will 
no doubt be present at the trial ; and by that well 
shape the line of our defence, and be regulated in~ 
the bringing forward of our evidence.'' 

BlondeU was not altogether satisfied with this 
irrelevant mode of proceeding, but WyUe urged 
him so strongly, that before going to bed he alter- 
ed the paper which he had previously prepared 
for the defence, and it was ready for Lord Sandy- 
ford to peruse in the morning. 

The trial excited a great deal of interest, and a 
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a vast multitade was early assembled round the 
Court-house. Among them the unhappy gipsy 
family stood near the entrance to the hall ; and the 
crowd opened involuntarily as the Judges and the 
High Sheriff, with their officers and attendants, 
passed in state. The moment that the old woman 
saw them, she dropped on her knees ; and the rest 
of her family following her example, knelt in a row 
by her ride, and loudly clamoured to the heavens 
to send down justice. 

The spectators were profoundly impressed by this 
spectacle, and made way with silence and solem- 
nity for die unfortunate gipsies to retire firom the 
spot. A few children who were in the crowd foL 
lowed them, and stood round them in sympathetic 
compassion as they mournfully seated themselves 
on the steps of a door, awaiting the fitte of their 
relations, who were in the meantime placed at the 
bar. 
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. mS TttUtE. 



At the trial, the Earl of StmdySmi isoA Six 
Ifiibert Mowbraj were seated en the beod^ and 
him, Loifdahip «at en the raght cf the Ju%» who 
presided. When the mdietatteat was lea^ 1^ 
prisoiien' pkaded Net Gnihy, and the son w«a 
; with gitBt iieheBaence to ameit. iSaekt 
1 of the nuirdiar^. while he again mkmm^ 
tedjsed thsithey had phmdered the body. BkI 
wfiow a mffuH icom ma htro^ he suddonlj deaiafe^ 
ed, and stood silent. 

After a short statement of the case from the 
counsel for the Crown, the examination of the 
evidence commenced. The post-boys were asked 
the same questions which they had formerly an- 
swered before the coroner. Lord Sandy&xf s 
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fpwm was also inleerogated to the same fiict% 
and ii waa deairly eatabliahad that die youngw 
fmwi^ was one of the two persons who had been 
aoaared from the body. SeYeral other wknesaea 
proved, that they had found the watch and the 
Hjnlj^tis of the deceased in the possc^ston and on 
th^ person of the old man. 

The case for the prosecution being thus dosed, 
Ae spectators were convinoed diat the guilt was 
fiiUy established, and the Court also wore apo»- 
IttLtDua aqpect to die unfortunate prisoners. Sir 
Hukrt Mowbray, who had evinced throughout 
ihe^. ezaminatiatt a IjouUed and eager solidtude, 
threw hknsdf bach in his seat, as if tired with 
aflne inosdinate labour, and seemed relieved firow 
the. most intense anxiety. 
. After a short pause, the Judge inquired what 
the prisoners had to urge in their defence, and 
JHpnddl xepfiedfac diem, that they had prepaied 
a short stiHement, which th^ hoped die Judge 
moM read to die Juryv The pap«» was aecerd^ 
ingly passadby him to Andnew, iriio had seated 
Umadf, aa if by acddsaa, undesLosd Sandyfind, 
I 2 
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and he ^ve it up to his Lordship. The Earl waa 
a little agitated when he received it, but said to 
the Judge, in giving it to him, that as it seem- 
ed to be closely and cramply written, he woidd, 
with his permission, read it to the Court. 

The Judge thanked his Lordship for his po- 
liteness, and said aloud, that ^' although the evi- 
dence adduced was really irresistible, yet that the 
prisoners in some respects might be considered 
fortunate in the accident of having their defence 
put into the hands of his noble firiend, the Earl 
of Sandyford, by whom it would be read with an 
effect that could not have been anticipated, and 
listened to by all present with a degree of re- 
spectfiil attention, which, after what was proved 
in evidence, could scarcely have been expected.*^ 

At the conclusion of this address ihe Earl rose. 
His elegant figure, and prepossessing counte- 
nance, were of themselves calculated to b^et the 
most favourable disposition in his auditors, and 
this feeling was excited into a sentiment of rever- 
ence, by the solemnity of the occasion, and the 
charity of the office he had undertaken. Unac- 
customed, however, to take a leading part in so 
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mixed and such a numerous assembly, there was 
a shght degree of diffidence in his manner ; per- 
haps it might be owing to the consciousness of 
being a party to the benevolent artifice by which 
the paper had been placed in his hands. It, 
however, had the effect of engaging the affection, 
if we may use the term, of the spectators in his 
favour, adding, as it were, a touch of something 
that drew its essence from compassion, to the con- 
ciliatory influence rfhis personal appearance. 

The paper began with a simple description of 
the outcast condition of the prisoners, stating, 
that had they consulted their own feelings, they 
would have offered no defence, but allowed them- 
selves to have been quietly conducted to the scaf- 
fold, not because they had committed any crime 
which merited a doom so dreadful, for they knew 
that ndther the Court nor the Jury could do 
odierwise than believe th^m guilty. 

^^ The evidence,^said the defence, and the reader 
became pathetic, ^^ is so strong, that we are unable 
to reast it«-we were scared from the body of the 
murdered man — ^his property was found in our pos- 
session— what avails assertions of innocence against 
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b(tt»miitiMmBLf B«tl ire tM insboeenfr-HdMl i» 
tkB tact •£ erifaios drnk would cooifiel tibe too^ 
pioadbaUe Judge hintdf befiHse iviiozb Ire me mam 
mdgo»d9 we dedbte oiii!sd^e& free from ihe 
«lim of tUs crime. Whtdb, iMwevar^ auMng yon, 
bi6 $saj resfiect fer the deebMAieii of f^^imeo^ 
aUe TBgrents, fared up to dtriwuesty^ preclbed m 
deocity sod tke Mlvcal tembiaitaou ef wlioae BA^ 
by alBMNBt aU prawnt, is eontidBied m iheA wUdb 
seems iaefi^My to await tllia "poo/t to piw A old 
inaii,aiid the heir and partner of a& his ^ptomSxy? 
My Lord, and Gentlemen of ihe Jury, the ]a# 
of this had, presumes that evory culptit placed afe 
the bar, isisuDMciit till hehas beenpixivedgtiil^ 
'«-B«t sre we sa treated ? On the contrary, nty 
Lord and Gkndcmen^ Liy your hsnds upon yjtm 
osm bosses, and say to Hea^cR, if yeiOL osft^ tittt 
you haTo not come to Ais trial widt a gmmdiMa^ 
suasion of our guilt, and in tibeini^atigataoitfaapra 
net oaooBseioiisly constnied the eridenoe aginnst 
th^ fiioodieas outcasts, rather than sought to find 
in It ai^ ePoteliusilMig ebeumstance. But why 
need we dH^ on Aia^-^hy ccmteand agaittil m 
fetiBAy Aafc cannot be xesi^ied? Habit, 
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tioBy. ye% iimYeey letter of yoiur bnr^ tbe^lwir fey 
vkicb you pc&fess to^give us juslke, hm taken fioom 
the vagcaat gipsy all the commeiipriTitege&^tf^^ 
nil^ect,axid {NroBooaces him a* cximinal befi^^he n 
•Tea accused of any criiae. Had ^v^not^toedin 
this ei^gmal: degtadatiaiL befinre yeu*-*-had we pefr- 
aesaedi like the feloas that axe uaually broughti tid 
tUa har^ the basis <^ any daim to be coaddereA 
aaimieoeBjt) th«i me should have entered couiagji* 
ously on our defence, and though wa might net 
havvsueeeeded i^punst such evidence, to deiuon- 
atvate aur perfect innocence, we should have made 
youy Gentlemen of the Jury, hesitate in your 
verdkt, and even yourself, uy Lord, tremMe, 
wbeni obliged to proDounee the SitalsentMice. In 
that ease^we should have shewn that aU^i^^st ua 
labujt presujpptiveegeuinstancea. Weahwildhaiw 
demandedof thecounfldfi»r tibeCrownytopfove thali 
the body was not stiff and cold, wbc^ the (saranti 
of lAod Saadylbrd femoved k fi}em the i^ 
myliopd* andGentlemeii of the Juy^we aie prepa- 
red topaeyetbit^ct; aBd^we^ou)daskye%-Hi^ 
you, bn^ a)l~ye% jdie^whde weridy-Hrhelhec it ia 
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likdy that two persooB, who had hours befinre com- 
mitted a murder on the highway, and under the 
cloud of night, would have exposed themsehres to 
the hazard of detection, by going abroad in the 
morning to plunder their victim ? The thing is 
incredible, and yet you must believe it, if you be- 
lieve us guilty ; for we shall show, by the witnesses 
for the prosecution, that they did find the body 
stiff and cold, at the very time when they detected 
us in the act of rifling it. 

*^ My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury— -You 
are to bear in mind, that could we have bdieved 
ourselves not previously considered by you as. 
guilty, we would have shewn that the deceased 
was seen alive on the preceding night, not fiff 
from the spot where his body was found. Is it 
not probable that ihe murder was committed soon 
after diat time? And if we can prove that we were' 
then at a considerable distance, we would ask you 
to say, whether the persons who saw the murder- 
ed man at that hour on that spot, are not more 
likely to h&ve done the deed themselves, than the 
imfertunate men whom the presumptive evidence, . 
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(for it is only presumptive,) which you have heard, 
has prepared you to condemn? But you will 
think that the persons alluded to are freed fit)m 
the risks of such a charge, by the integrity and 
vhrtue of their character. Yes, my Lord, and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, they are freed — ^no visi- 
ble motive can be assigned to make it feasible, 
that they were likely to commit such a crime-^ 
while the hereditary infamy and poverty of the 
gipsies constitute warrantry enough to punish 
them for any offence. But is infamy the child or 
the parent of vice?— and is poverty always the mo- 
ther of crimes ? The shame that attaches to the 
outcast wanderer, is often but tiie extended visi- 
tation of ancestral sin— and in the unknown abysses 
of your own bosoms, have you never i^ t the dark 
gropings of hatred and revenge ? Set the infamy 
that gipsies inherit from their parents aside— if 
your prejudides can be moved to do such an act 
of justice— and restore us to that equality which 
mtai placed in the perils of the law are justiy. en- 
titled to daim and to expect, and much of that 
persuasion witii which you have believed us guil- 
ty will at once pass away from your minds. Then 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^^■^:^- 



90A CHAPTBB XXIIk 

ildiik ham maay f»tfacff incdteneats, a» veilL as pcv 
Tfixty, urge tmlia]^ uma (a tlie codosoiason: of 
oooies, and you iriSl not behove that poi^crty 
eould 9imti he the insligator of this myaieiioiia 
BHurdcK. Picture^ for example^ to yourselres twa 
young nusBL m the animaticm of youthfiil maby 
-p^heir fortunes greem and flourishkig, and botb 
in puxsoit.of the same miatreaa^ with all that a»« 
dour which the energy of youth iiiai»i«Eh-'«*On0 of 
them is successfuJL Reflect on the nuvtificationk « 
of the other--<the grudge and the rescastateali 
which takes root in his bosouL. Follow them in 
the ]^rogreas of life — «ee the suceessful loyer^ 
flashed perhaps with his guilty inuttory^ rushing 
daepsr and deq^r into p i earo re, and finaKy maSk- 
iig; i]y». lum ; wlnle his advetawy, pnbaps £••- 
gttstad by the fefluxeefhiahweadpenture^ setdea 
into a prudent^ a cabmlaln^ and a woddly cha* 
VMStec. Carry your viiewftrthex^ and ia the wreck 
of hia rill's fiirlwe^ see bisn atq^^jng forward 
with a BudifliWus gmsxcmtfi which bumUes wink 
iiaid% and taking his. mmxkj hy the band^ 9m^ 
ongthewofldbyhis^siBterealiedkindness. Then 
look mto the mavtified broasi; of the hmu&Hed 



vGooQle 



X«6 XKUh. . M9 

• GVMr o£ lieeiitio«ttiui88 lta» aigendeRd^ mmI 
whkb gre iarisfy stimiig and finscntnig thew; 
Is i^ to be supposed, that bctvcea two such: pecw 
sons any other sentunent caa exisft thoa l3ie jdmI 
implacable hatred, though the habitual prudence 
(^ the one, and some remaining regard to the es- 
timation of the world, in the other, may still im- 
pose restraints which keep their respective animo- 
sities at bay ? But suppose, that by some acci- 
dent, in the course of years, they are brought to- 
gether, immediately after some recent provocation 
on both sides, and in such a place, for eicample, 
and at such a time of night, as when this murder 
was committed ? Suppose, also, that the malignant 
benefactor is attended by his servant, and the 
bankrupt is on foot — if, next morning, the bank- 
rupt is found murdered near the spot where they 
met ; and if it can be proved that his inveterate 
enemy, soon after they had passed each other, 
sent away the servant on a needless pretext, would 
not every man think, whatever was the character 
of the gentlemaii— — Look to Sir Hubert Mow- 
bray."'--. 
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Lord Sandyford himself was startled at this 
abrupt apostrophe, which had been added after 
he had perused the defence before coming into 
Court ; and the alarmed emphasis with which he 
uttered dt, produced an awfiil effect. 
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The words, " Look to Sir Hubert Mowbray," 
were written at the bottom of a page, aiidontuni- 
ing over die leaf nothing was added. The Judge 
inquired what it meant, and Blondell inunediately 
said he did not understand it ; that the words must 
^ have been inserted by some mistake unknown to 
him. They wexe in fact supplied by our hero se- 
cretly, for he anticipated this effect ; he had also 
abstracted the remaindeir of the defence. 

^^ Mr Blondell," said the Judge, ^^ unless you 
thmk fit, it is unnecessary to proceed farther in 
this sort of defence ; I would advise you to call 
what witnesses you intend to bring forward." 

The clear-sighted counsellorinstantly acquiesced 
in this suggestion ; and the Earl sat down, ponder- 
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ing on the singularity of the incident, while every 
eye in the Court was turned towards Sir Hubert 
Mowbray. 

When order was restored, (for the agitation 
which the abrupt apostrophe had produced lasted 
some time,) oil hem was placed in- the witnesses 
box, where he related with singular brevity and 
deamess the wk^le of his adventure with the gip- 
sies ; but he was designedly not asked by Blon- 
cfeU vaqpectiBg the catd. Lotd Sttodyfind tat in 
admiration of his selfcommaoi^ s^d the quiet mil 
uMbCtuflive dialinetn0M of his adsweis ; but was 
tMuUbsd at the ontissite of b^ important a fiict. 
BoGtoi SaffixMa was Iben caiM!> and pcaved- the 
hour at wUeh Wylie had iqipKed to admission. 
The podtJboys. and Lord Sattdyfacd^s geoom were 
meoemi^Aj agfon placed in die box, and clearly 
established whftt was asserted kr the paper, that 
the body was stiff and edld. 

The Judge was soamaiad aft the torn which At 
^mmioatimi was talcaig, diat hiahand dmok as he 
took dxmt the evidelioe. Siupifitoii datted fix»x. 
eiraiy eyean^Hmfaert; and aeveral times it was 
ohaerrad tdhat hia UfttftaaaaB white^ and ayeUow 
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tdfonoa wetspseBd hk oovBtenance, bat stffl he 
kept fak pboe. 

In thifi stage of tbe prooeediiigB Blondcffl paib> 
sed, and requested that the minutes af die exaim<- 
asfcion heSore Sir Hubert, and of the coroner^s in- 
qnest, dioald be read. It was done aooor&i^ ; 
but in Sir Hubert^s notes, instead of eur heroes 
mane snd address — 4ke sudden of the eM ffpaj 
woman was ooi^ermed-^ansither «ame and address 
bad been sobstitoted. 

«" WiwBe is the card P"" said Bknddl. 

" It has been somehow lost or mislaid,'' re{died 
Sir Hubert,. with a faultermg vBiee. 

The Judge animadv€9:ted <m Ihe^eaielessness of 
permitting such an accident to happen. 

*^ It is 4jf no ccmsequence,'" smd Blonddl ; and 
in a ^Boomait afier he added, *^ but I find, my 
Lrotd, that the €8Brd has not been lost. I tnrave, 
however, yeuar Lo^Nlship^s attention, and tint xif 
the.£rtfntUmeii «f the Jury, to the singular -fact, 
that it 4ees not contam .ihe name and address 
which haa bem -vead fi>em *lhe record of the mi- 
nutes."" 

The paddied card 'was iihen handed up to the 
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Judge ; who, in passing it to Sir Hubert, looked 
him sternly in the face. The Baronet, however, 
jstill mastered his agitation sufficiently to deny that 
it was the card. 

The prisoners, on hearing his denial, uttered 
a groan of rage, and an appalling murmur ran 
through the whole Court. Blondell, however, with 
inflexible serenity, went on with his business, and 
merely said, ^^ I am sorry to trouble the Court ; I 
should have questioned the witness, Wylie, as to 
this point ; but, my Lord, the omission was inten- 
tional.'' 

^^ I can believe that, Mr Blondell," replied the 
Judge, emphatically. ^^ Let Wylie be again call- 
ed." 

He was accordingly placed in the box, and not 
only swore to the fact of having given the card, but 
also that of the visit which he had received firom 
the gipsy woman ; and his evidence was confirm* 
ed as to the visit by the constable to whom Jacob 
had given her in charge, and who could not di- 
vine, till that moment, for what reason he had 
been summoned as a witness. 

A sound of dread and wonder murmured in the 
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Court, and was succeeded by the most profound 
silence, when Jenkins, Sir Hubert^s groom, was 
called. His master, the moment he mounted the 
box, hastily retired ; and it was indeed time, for 
his answers to a few simple questions, calculated to 
didt the circumstances which he had stated to our 
haro in the stable-yard of the inn, convinced etery 
person present that the suspicion attached much 
more strongly to Sir Hubert than even to the gip- 
fides, although, in reality, no direct drcumstanoe 
was clearly brought home. But so susceptible had 
every mind been rendered by the curious train of 
reflection which the written defence had been de- 
signedly drawn to produce, that every thing in the 
groom^s evidence told with the force of a fiict. 

At this crisis an agitated howl of horror sud- 
denly rose from the crowd assembled around the 
Court-house ; the Judge started from his seat ; 
and the Jury, as if actuated by some sublime im- 
pulse, proclaimed the gipsies innocent. In the 
same instant a hundred voices exclaimed, that Sir 
Hubert Mowbray, in a fit of distraction, had 
thrown himself from a window, and was ki]led on 
the spot. 
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The Crart isMneifiat<% IK^^iiaM^ ; %st hi^fyte 
Ae ^pms fetbed froM tlM» %ar, Blmdefi ^mk 
•a <€fpii!tUBil7iof giif^ di>eni) i^jtke pnesenee ^ 
ids faNsduen, the motiey ^lAscb the «M mmta/ahltA 
bNsof^ to kim, in httt mmpiicity) «s a fee. ^%e 
fi)iiiiidd^0ii »f ^isCerteDoe^f'M indeed laid ; tot Ae 
Jtidge«peke^»hifi ^dftreM «iid triefits in ieiiBs ^ 
ibe liigbMst €i&n9rAliGii ; -the eonseqtiitiiice of -^fnttcsli 
mfx, that'he Wfus Mtainedki^ImoBt^Yery impo^ttrnt 
OMMe ; «id «ldHm^ Ilie unpediment m hh ifpeeA 
yieremed him Irom eyerhecoxninf a popular plead- 
», be acqpiired great opidafiee as a chamber eevai'- 
eMat ; and, thi^oogh Itfe^ epoke of -our hero as &e 
ongtaid «r(ftiite<^ ctf his Ibrtune. 

On aone, honpireTer, '^d the simg«tlar resilk iif 
this ivportaat trial leave •se^eep an impression as 
en the Eaii of Sandylbcd. His Lofdship fiaw "Ae 
pcmadiiig sagacity of his ft^ourite in 'the Whole 
skilfidvianagemmit of the defence; and'vrheniih^f 
mat m the irni, aiBte^ retoniing from the Cmnpt, 
JMtaad of iseatiBg }»iB with that wetited fiMaiiSar- 
kf wbidi ptoceoded from* a sense -of his own s«ipe- 
maitsf^ he addressed him mA eo mn^ respeet, 
that the change in his manner was assuronee^to 

10 
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Wjrlieaf tli&a8ce&d«icy whichlieim^tnawi 
owet even this accomplished «iid highly endowed 
noblsmsn. Still, however, ius original and inde- 
atsuetible simplicity, like the purity of the inrul- 
nefable diamond, underwent no alteratioa ; he con* 
linued the same odd and wliimaical being ; and 
evw while the Earl was serionsly applauding die 
generosity aiul effect with wUdi be had exerted 
Uinself in behalf of llie gipoes, he began to fidget 
sibout the coom, and to spout out his peevish siir*- 
prisethatth^hadnottheaiaanexsto thank him. 
>^ No,"" said be, ^* that I care a pea-strae for liie 
wind of their mouth ; but I would just hae ly^et 
to have had a canny crack with tibe auld wife 
anentdieir dightsasnd cantrips ; for when a** trades 
&il, my Losd, I tbiidL lH take to fiirtiai&4clU 
lug.*' 

^^ And i know sot an oracle that I would sooner 
eonsuit,^ said the Earl, in a gayer 4oae than he 
had been hitherto using. 

^ 6»y ye sae, my Lord P then lend me your 
loof, and ye shall be my first customer.^ 

In <]ie Ibeedom of die moment, die Earii langfa- 
hiffgf hdd out Ins hand, whidi Andvew seised 

VOL. u. K 
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with avidity ; and after lookii^ at it in silence for 
about a minute, his feelings oyercame him, and 
the Earl started to find a tear fall in his palm. 

*"' In the name of heaven, WyUe, what^t the 
meaning of this ?*" 

Andrew dropped the hand, and retired to a dis- 
tance tall his emotion had subsided. When coming 
Again forward, he said, ^^ My Lord, why will ye 
]irohibit me from being of any use to you in that 
•oancem which lies nearest your heart ? This day 
I have been an instnanent in the hand of Provi- 
dence to redd the ravelled skein of the poor gip- 
sies, to whom I was, in a manner, unda- no obliga- 
tion ; bi^ to you, who under Heaven have been my 
great b^iefactor, I am still but as barren sand. The 
complexion of the gipsies' guilt was as blade as my 
Leddy's ; your Lordship has seen it made as pure 
as die driven finaw. Why will you sit down in your 
delusidn, and wear out the blithe days of life, like 
an owl in the des€^ ? Od, my Lord, it's a fool 
tnek ; .and ye maun tibtole wi' me till I tell you 
what I have discovered.'' 
. ThfeXorl was disconcert^; lyut Isoadng himself 
in a chair, listened while our hero related what he 
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had heaxdfrom Doctor Saffiron respecting the Ita- 
lian girl and the child ; at the conclusion of which, 
he rose and immediately left the room. Andrew . 
would have stopped him, and indeed stepped for- 
ward to take him by the coat, but his Lordship, 
with a hurried hand and an agitated look, shook 
him as it were away. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



PAKTY-SPIEIT. 



We must now call the attention of our readers 
to a series of circumstances that flowed in another 
channel, but which at this point fall into the main 
stream of Wyhe^s story. Viscount Riversdale, 
the son of the Marquis of Avonside, and brother 
to Lady Sandyford, had been several years abroad, 
a voluntary exile, for reasons which neither his 
father nor friends were able to &thom. His con- 
duct, indeed, like that of his more accomplished 
brother-in-law the Earl, was to them an inei^li. 
cable enigma ; but instead of rushing like him 
into a career of dissipation and extravagance, he 
shrunk out of society, and abandoned himself to 
despondency and solitude. His health was natu- 
rally delicate, and a morlnd sensibility, the sjnmp- 
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tom either of gama or of weakneai^'ecaifitititfted 
die principal feaimre of hia ch^^ 

About the time he Mt GolBsg^ the aurora ho- 
realb of the French Bevdutloii hegim to brighten 
in the poBtical horizon^— amcmdiig^which so manj 
young and genercMOs bosoms exalted by the inqpi^ 
ring legends of &reek and Roman irirtoe^ consi- 
dered as the beginnmg of a new day to the moral 
wosMf and the commencement of the milleniuin 
predicted by the oracles of Holy Writ Lord 
Rivendale was among the number of those who 
de70Btly worshipped the risiaBg cby-star . But 
Sandjrford, who was then one of hk mo»t intnnate 
fid^ids, although he partook of the same adndra- 
tion, was enabled^ l^ the possession of a more 
commanding and perspicacious genius^ to discoyer 
the meteoric splendour of the phenomeiK)n ; and 
he not only occasionally laughed at the glorious 
anticqiadons of Riversdale, but sometunes inta^ 
nanrted that his ardour would cool, and that he 
would yet be fcund among the champions of an- 
cient institutions. TluaraiUery was, but the play- 
Inl ridicule of a superior mind^ amused with the 
raptures of a jRmd enthusiasm ; and it was ex* 
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pressed in tmns whidi never gave offence, though 
it often provoked the most vehement dechurationft 
of constancy to the cause of the new-born liberty. 
At the time of the EarPs mairiage^ Lord Ri- 
versdale was returned to Parliament, and took up. 
his residence in town with the Marquis, his fiither.^ 
According to the hereditary politics and party 
connections of the old peer, his Lordship was in^ 
troduced to many ofthe most distinguished mem- 
bers of both Houses, who had adopted the opi*-' 
mens and views of Mr Burke ; and it never oc- 
curted to his ingenuous mind, that the courtesies 
of social intercourse could be supposed to dete- 
riorate the integrity of his public principles. San- 
dyford, however, warned him to the contrary ; but 
a frise pride made him glory in the ordeal to 
which he was subjected, and even to cultivate a 
greater degree of intimacy with some of the lead^ 
ing members of the ministerial party, than he 
would otherwise perhaps have done. AIoi^ with 
his father, he accepted invitation after invitation 
from the adversaries, as he considered them, of free- 
dom; but stiU he assured his political friends, that 
he was invulnerable to the blandishments of power. 
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On the day when Parliameht assembled for the 
first time after his ekctioh, he went with his fa- 
ther to the House. The Marquis had occasion 
to call on the minister, and they met him in Down- 
ing-street Without the slightest condderation 
on either side, the minister was invited to accept 
a seat in their carriage ; and on being set down 
at the entrance to the House of Commons, in 
asoen£ng the stairs he took hold of Riversdale 
by the arm, and they walked in together. This 
was observed by his Lordship^s friends in the 
House, and the most oorrupt construction was 
put upon the incident ; for they regarded it as 
the realisation of a junction, which they had be* 
gun to suspect would be the result of the inter-; 
ix>urse which he had so unnecessarily cultivated. 

The infirm healdi of Riversdale made him su& 
fer fix>m the extreme heat of the crowded house, 
and he retired early, with the intention, however, 
of returning; but the division on the address tode 
place before he came back, and diis — ^the effect 
solely of constitutional infirmity— was attributed 
10 political apostacy . 
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The ntane mgbty tft was xegobreA^ in tlie aaamo^ 
BidiMi spirit of that penod^ by tihose to whom he 
kftd in prisdiple aOied himself, that they diould 
se^^er themselves from all cominmiion ^b Um. 
Thk radi determinatioB, taken without isqoiry, 
was as little honourable to them as k was dierogft* 
tovytahim; but the consequences smote hittfike 
the inflncBee of a malignant speH. And when 
Lord Sandyford explained to him the cause of 
the altered behaTiour of his polittcal associates^ 
he was so mortified at the thought of being onw 
sklered so weak in yirtui^ and so flexible in pim> 
dple, tiiat he abruptly quitted London, and ganre 
up his seat in the House of Commons^ The hin- 
miHating idea preyed upon hia spirits, and heftti 
into a h)w and qpieniibiis misanthiopy,. whiefa at 
last assumed the character of actual disease. Ad- 
vised by has physiciaas to^ travel, he went abroad ; 
and during the intenral which elapsed between 
the first sesskn of Parfiament^ after Levd Sandy. 
fSoidPs marriage, ai^ the epodt at wiaA we aire 
now arrived m our story^ he had contmued wan- 
daing over the continent, without fibding KKf 
relief from the anguish of his mortified sensilnlity. 
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Ity hiaftdier as ism of tlie seyerecrl misfortunes; 
fbi he had fonaed hi^^ perhaps inordinate^ ex* 
pectatums from the abilities of Biversdale* Sxmh 
indeed was the paternal partiality of the MasKfm^ 
that he cotdd patiently endure to hear him exps^ 
tiate on tibose hopes and prospects dT peipetttal 
peaise and felidty, whieh tba j»oh of Farb vere, 
supposed to be &en nnfolcKng to man> persuaded 
dial his Uto^n. reyeries, like th« fiimes of th^ 
fionnenttng vintage, wfau^h pass' off as the juice re- 
aohes itself into the bri^ and generous win^, 
would evapfiiRtte mdk the jrannth and entbufliaou^ 

of J^QUdl* 

• And^ he t^teatL entreated him to return hflwe, 
apd take what side he fii^^ed in polities, ** het 
m fiKal aeniinienjt of dflfercsce iao me,*" said hi^ 
Lovddup^ ^ hare, any eifeet oxt Ae free ewffEom 
«f your judgment ; foe whMtevnr differenee bu||| 
at preamt exist betweeUi ooi? ptditieal paneipliesi 
I knoav that yeu'inli in timer aeei the tnieiotemafta 
of your couBtxy in the samej^^ liiat Idatiuid^ 
Mke moy egcert your best talents tonpheldr and 
pwDinote diesm ; tiwDefive I again repeal^ Qmio 
k2 
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home, and come free. All I drave is, to see you 
qualifying yourself in Parliament to take that 
part in the great affairs of the kingdom, which^ I 
am proud to say, our ancestors hare for so many 
ages sustained with such renown.^ 

Riversdate, however, was deaf to all these ^i<* 
treaties ; but a letter from his sister, written soon 
after she had taken up her abode at Britonsbeild 
Castle, produced the desired eveilt. She inform- 
ed him of all the circumstances which we have so 
faithfully described, and requested him to come 
to her ; ibr the thought of living under the evil 
opinion of the world, and in the contempt of her 
husband, was become too much for her long to 
endure. The moment that he received this dia* 
ccmsolate and anxious letter he returned to £ng-i 
land, and, on his arrival, went at once to Chas- 
tington-hall ; for although Lord Sandyford shared 
in that aimless resentment, which the sense of 
mortification made him feel against all his early 
associates, he still entertained a profound respect 
for the honour and principles of his Lordship ;• 
a»A was eager, before seebg dther his sister or 
fiither, to obtain from him some aceount of the 
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circumstances which had involyed llie Countess 
in such difficulties and distress. But when he 
reached the Hall, the Earl had set out to attend 
the trial of the gipsies, whither he resolved to fol- 
low him. Being, however, as we have mentioned, 
in delicate health, he travelled slower, and in con- 
sequence did not arrive till some time s&er the 
acquittal. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



A JOUANEY. 



The landlord had assisted Lord Rivdrsdale to 
aligjit firom the post-chttse in which he trayeUed, 
and on his asking for the Earl of Sandyford, 
ushered him into the room where our hero was 
still standing, agitated with sympathy for the 
mental anguish which his patron was so evidently 
sumBTing. 

Wylie^ on Lord Riversdale^s being announced, 
instantly recognized the brother of Lady Sandy* 
fiird ; for although he had never seen him, he was 
acquainted with his title and relationship, and an 
indescribable feeling of alarm at the moment, 
made him dart towards the pale and querulous 
invalid a shreird and distrustfid glance; 
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^l WBS toU ihal my Lord Saadjferd ipm 
kegtf^ said Bdyersdak, inqpiiringly, »l the 8«m 
time moving round to retire. 

^^ He has juat stepped out,"^ rqilied oui: hero ; 
^* I expect him back — ^pleaae to take a seal till ke 
eoBAes*^ He tb^ adde^ someirhat diffidently, 
^^ Pecbapa I ought to let him kMw that, it is yonf 
Loffdahip vhor has called."' 

BiveEsdak waa sisuek with dbe tone in.' whidi 
tbi^ was said^ and sharply inspedaag W]4ie wiA 
bis bright and heotical cy^ said,^^ 

^ Yoa are in bis Lordship's. oonfidefiiee'>. I pm» 
sume, from supposing that it may. be aecessaary 
tfrgiTjerhini tune to^jsefleet whethss he ovtght to 
aae-me?" 

Oar heiQ, at Aese words^ walked up close to 
hift Lordship^ and stopping yrbh aa air of resolu* 
tioii and fimmess^ sdid to him calmly, but with • 
sustained, voice, ^^ The Eai*! is i^y friend and be* 
nefiuitor^ and I have jnst been speaking to bim« 
majfbe on that Moount^ atjiou^ht ower fredy ; and 
tbaEcfi»e, if ye'*!! be advised by v^ yell no Qed& 
to see hiift till we Iwn the upshot of my esr 
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hortafion, which was all coneening the cala- 
mitous state of that poor leddy, your Lordship^s 
sister.'" 

" Who are you ?^ exclaimed Rirersdale, sur- 
prised at such freedom. 

"A friend !*" replied Andrew, coolly, to the 
sharp accent in which this question was peevishly 
expressed ; and then he added farisldy , ^' Indeed, 
my Lord, ye must submit in this matter to be 
ruled by me; fortheEarlhasof late grown a per* 
feet spunky, and flies off at the head like a bottle 
of Champaign, whenever ony body speaks to him 
c[f my Leddy."" 

^ Lord Biversdale retired several paces, and took 
a chair, looking in amazement at the familiar and 
uncouth phenomenon before him. Andrew fol- 
lowed him, and also took a seat near him, saying, 
^* My Lord, I redd ye harken to what I am say-* 
ing. It has just come into my head, that it would 
be a great thing for our fiiends, if you and me, 
before fashing the Earl ony mair at this pre* 
sent time, could have a solid crack and confiMe 
witli die Countess, in yon old warlock tower; 
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yrhexe she'd sittbg like a h6irlet,<'^What say ye 
tiU't?'' 

"This is the most extraordinary adventure I 
eva: met with,'' said Riversdale. " There jniist 
be some singular cause for a person of your ap- 
pcaranc o ■ " ^ 

** Whaf s the matter with my appearance?'^ 
cried Andrew, impatiently ; ^^ aad what has it to 
do with prudence and truti^ ? Your leddy sister, 
my Lord, or I'm far wrang, will be very ^ad to 
see me with you. In trouth, ye'Il just have to^ 
come away, for ye're ower thin-skinned to be left 
wi' ane so short in the temp^ as the Earl is, at 
this time. There's ill blood enough among you 
already." 

^^ I do not think," rq>]ied the Viscounty half 
smiling, ^^ that there is, however, any great xWr 
son to apprehend a quarrel between Sandyford 
and m^-^we know each other, too well." 

'^ All that's very true," said Andrew ; " but m 
np tiruAt you, and for this plain reason-^His l«ordn 
ship's no willing to do your sister ju8tice.-^Nm^ 
if ye'r^ a. mail of q^t>. as ye're a nd^mao^ what^ 
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cm 0onie out of audi « om^ hd imwik wt of 
their sheatlis ?"" 

^* It k kftpoMdble that Saadyfbrd en ever act 
ie^ basely P exdatned Bmrsdrie, still vtuae and 
niote astmiBliecL 

<< YPliether it be possible or nOy^ replied oar 
biAv ^^ m BO take it upon me to^ predicate ; but 
diat it^ tnie^ is- a* cettam flwt'' 

^' Then it ia the meve necessary that I sheidd 
iBbteMly see hitxH^ aaedAe Viscount, tr^^oillii^ 
with eniotion» anct liskig hastily. 

^ Hoely, hooly,"* said Andrew, laying hk hand 
en his Lordship^ arm, and gently pressing him 
igai]k:into hk chai^. ^ EordEiake^ but ye^ a IMp 
o^ tow ! — Sit down, and liat^ with discrel^M to 
idMH £ would 617. The deviTs byte among the 

Lorft Ri^^semdale resumed hia aei^ and emr 
hero explained to him the system of odfiaflio- 
lion whicK Ae Eari had seemioj^y adepted, and 
dlsseiibed die circumetaiicea whidk had oome to 
hli- biowledge respectii^ the chili^ and the inter* 
yijswB betweev tlie C^ocmtess and> iFem^.-' 
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*^ Wtam all tUs, my Lovd, ye see there^s stiB 
a mist bangiBg about her Leddyship, and oob^ 
dering the htunour my Lord^» in, I reaOy thmk 
we had better see her anent the same.*" 

Riversdale was struck with the sense that 
shone through the account which our hero gave 
of the EarFs situation and feelings, and coidd not 
but acknowledge that there was much which Lady 
Sandyford could alone explain. 

After some fiirther conversation on the sub- 
• ject, he therefore agreed that they should imme- 
diately set out for Bretonsbeiid Castle, " and 
leave the Earl,^ as Andrew said, *^ to his own 
meditations; for we^ll either make a spoon or 
spoil a horn by the journey, and the sooner the 
job'*s done the better." 

A chaise was accordingly ordered, and before 
Lord Sandyford was informed of his brother-in- 
law's arrival, they were far on the road. 

During the journey, however, the Viscount, who 
had been fatigued by his previous travelling, and 
his health being dehcate and infirm, before they 
were halfway to the Castle, complained so much. 
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that Wylie advised him to stop at an inn fbr Ae 
night; and this sij^jgestion being adopted, oox 
hero went forward alone to the Countess* 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



BISCOVE&IES. 



Ik the cotirse of about hdlf an bour aHer Lord 
Riv^rBdale and Wylie hild del out fo? BretonsbeM 
Caslte, the Earl returned to the roofti where- he? 
had left the latter, and found Blondell there alotiev 
Without adverting to our hero's absence, his Lord- 
ship began to speak of the trial, and to expreds 
his admiration of the skill and discernment with 
which the defence had been conducted. 

" The sagacity of Mr Wylie," replied the Bar- 
rister, ^^ appears to me indeed still more and more 
surprismg ; for since the Court adjourned, several 
gentlemen who were present at the trial have come 
to me and thrown such light on the instigating mo- 
tives of Sir Hubert Mowbray, that fills me with 
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awe and astonishmeiit The infonnation of the 
old woman, coneidering her means of acquiring it, 
and the short time she had to make the inquiry*, 
was truly wonderful ; but the manner in which Mr 
Wylie conceived it might be rendered so available 
to the defence, seems to have been a providential 
inspiration."^ 

^^ What are the fiiets that have since come to 
your knowledge ?^ said the EarL 

^^ la dienadves,"* replied Bkndell, *^ they are 
tDrivial ; but in amnesdon with such a duuact^ 
as thai g£ Sir Hubert — ^persevering, implacaUe, 
and proudr-^they are tremendous and i^pallii^. 
b It now appears,, that on the day preceding the 
BMnder, Knarl and the Baronet met at Eidder- 
borvugh Races, beyondthe finrest. Among other 
strangers ^ho happened to be tb^e, were several 
genllaneii who had known Knarl in his better 
d^rs ; and who, seeing hkn in the crowd at the 
b^U^n of the stand where they had so often be* 
fiHrem^himMi equal taEinsjfr<H& a feeling of ^ 
coBkpaBaonsh^ invited him to ccnne up among 
them* He had nel, however, been hmg in the 
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4itaad till he wms secogmioed bj Sir Hubert, who 
reddened, as it was remarked, with iiidignAtioii mt 
Ins supposed presumptiom, and remonsferalied wMi 
the stewards of the races against die improprietjr 
«f allowing a person of his conation ssd diarae- 
ter to be seen among them. Enarl did not hear 
what passed ; but when he receiyed a hiirt from 
one of his friends that some objection was nade 
to his appearance on the stand, he jusdy attribu- 
ted die request ihat he should leave die place, to 
d^ uni^peasable resentment (tf his old adweiu. 
sary. Nodnng more, howev-er, then took plaeo. 
Knarl, on ^pii^ngdie stand, redredfiidHidienico- 
ground." 

^' What you say is certainly impresBivo,^ ob- 
served Lord Sandyford ; *^ but the infewnee t 
AmM draw from it would tend to persuade me 
that a quairel pri4iably took phuse ; and that after 
all, Knarl may hav« been dain by Sir Hubert in 

'' True, my Loid,^ said Blondell, '' but otbsr 
things have oeme out. The e^qpidaon from die 
raoe-stand was a link wanting in ike oU wonum^ 
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discoTerieB. It has now been ascertained that 
Sjiarl^ after quitting the race course, went to a 
public-house, where he sat sullenly inducing in 
solitary intemperance till he was quite intoxicated. 
Sir Hubert, after the race was over, dined with 
the. stewards and a large party of gentlemen. 
While they were at dinner Enarl left Eidder- 
borough alone on foot, and during the thunder 
aterm took refuge in a shed, where several other 
persons who had be^i at the races were standing 
for aheUer. Here the information of the old gipsy 
again comes .to bear ; for it was from some of those 
whom Knarl joined in the shed that she gathered 
her account of their renewed enmity.'' 

" And what passed ?^ said the Earl eagerly, 
interested by the narrative. 

^^ While the storm was still raging. Sir Hubert, 
attended by his groom, came up to the shed^ and, 
dismounting, went also, in for shelter-*-where;he 
had not long been when Knarl recognized hhn, 
and taunted hiili in terms, of great bitterness, ac- 
ciusod himrof a systenlatic .detenninalaDn to grind 
Ug^ . tp ruin, . mid' 'upbnudM hiiQ with the. subtle 
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yengeance'of that friendship ^th which he had 
deceived the rest of the world.*" 

" How did Sir Hubert endure this ?'' inquired 
Lord Sandyford with.i^tation. 

'^ He remained perfectly silent, tiU the infatu- 
ated Knarl, losing all self-command, threatened 
to lay before the world a history of their inter- 
course, the original motives of Sir Hubert^s ha^ 
tred, and the malignancy of the favours by which, 
afiter destroying him in the opinion of the world, 
he had sunk him for ever into the more horrible 
perdition of his own opinicm.'*^ 

'^ And what was the effect of all this ?'*^ exclaim^ 
ed the EarL 

'^ It was noticed by the glare of the Ughtning,^ 
replied Blondell, ^^ that Sir Hubert, who was 
standing with his hands clasped over his heart, 
and breathing shortly, scowled with his eyes tium:^ 
ed askance towards EnarL — ^ His look,^ said the 
person who told me,i ^ though seen but for a mo- 
ment, I shall never forget.^ ^ 

" I perceive,'" said his Lordship, ^^ that you in- 
fer he at that twe meditated the murder/' . 
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^^Bna so mad I am eonfiraied ia dus 
Bion,"" was BlonddEL^s mmwec, ^ by iSae 
f|8Dee» that 8k Hnfaert alimptif called Jti&uw 
the groom, who, it i^peaacs, "wma <gtan<ting with the 
Jhunms ataome dtstanoe, and althoiigh the raia 
mm then lalEi^ in tonents, inuBeifiatelj mmaitid, 
jBdcetonied to Kidderhoioogh, prefeeaedly fi^ the 
' JHght ; bnt cestaanly, it woidd aeem, with no such 
inftoitioii, &r iriicpi Si Hubert get back to ihe 
]iiii»he«idesedhi§«orfant to Iceeplhe hornKSilitt 
aaMleA Thia I h«re mw ieamt fijom Jenkhu 
himself— and as soon m the stofm dbated, they se- 
nmed their jomnqr homewaid,4uid rade with un- 
usual speed till they reached the skirts of ^ fi»- 
rest Onenteiingtlie&restv^Hiibert daekened ' 
hia haste, 4md began to speak of his intenftaoB of 
going next day to Sir Thomas Fowler^s fox-chase, 
a thing whidi he had never mentienedbe&re. At 
iaifcfliey came up with Snarl. The night beingfine, 
Mad the mtoon Inght, on seeiiq^ him he&ire tliem» 
Sir Hubert clapped spurt to his horse, and paas- 
ei him without i(peaking, Jenkms thought fins was 
to avoid Jus abase, b«t Aey had m^t redis ftr. 
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iriieii the Baronet again pfulled in, and desired 
llie groom to go forward to the town, and order a 
xihaise to take him over next day to the hunt. ^ It 
cannot, therefore, be doubted, that the murder 
was most foully premeditated, and that the mo- 
ment Jenkins had left him, the Baronet returned 
and perpetrated the deed."^ 

<< I know not why it b,^ said the Earl, ^< that 
we should feel satisfied at hearing guilt so clearly 
established— 'But what has become of Wylie ?"" 
und his Lordship immediately rung the bell. It 
happened to be answered by one of hi? own ser- 
yants, who, not aware of Lord Riv^sdale^a arri« 
Tal, but having seen our hero embark with him in 
the carriage for Bretonsbeild Castle, said, on be- 
ing requested by his Lordship to inquire for Mr 
Wylie, ^^ that he had left the town with a strange 
gentleman in a post-chaise."^ 

Lord Sandyford was troubled at this informa- 
tion ; he was sensible of having rudely quitted 
Wylie, in the agitation of the moment, and un- 
easy lest he should have offended his sensibility. 
Blondell seeing him disturbed, immediately re- 

VOL. II. t 
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iitpif and his Lccdakip^ iadfter padng tke roem 
tbonghtfiilly^ ordered his carriage, and retamed 
tp ChMthigiaDn-hall^ leaving a note for Andrew, 
Qftcneslly. requesting him to follow him there as 
soon as possible. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

A VISIT. 

. The evening was far advanced before Wylie 
reached the Castle ; and when he rung the bell 
at the gate, the Countess was seated at her soli- 
tary tea-table. On hearing his well-known and 
familiar voice in the passage, as he was coming 
along in jocular conversation with Flounce, she 
rose and opened the door to receive him. 

" This is an unexpected pleasure, Mr Wylie,'^ 
she exdairaed, as she took him by both the hands, 
with a cordiality very different &om the measured 
uffbcmity -of her fdrmet poBteness. He was not 
prepared for ihe friendliness of this fteedom, and 
at the first was a Htfle embarrassed ; not was he 
insensible to a feeling aSied to sorrow, when, in- 
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Btead of the splendid woman, whom he had been 
accustomed to see adorned and suiTounded with' 
the brilEant en^ns of gaiety and fiishion, he be- 
held her pale, and dressed with extreme simpli- 
city. 

The Countess herself placed a chair for ,him 
near her own, at the tea-taUe ; and before he had 
time to address her, said, ^^ I presume you have 
been at Chastington-hall P^ and her accents faul- 
t^red as she added, ^^ I hope you have left my 
Lord well'' 

Andrew replied drolling, but with a look which 
the Countess perfectly understood, ^^ As to his 
being weel, that^s a thing I canna undertake to 
swear to ; but for a sign of his condition, I would 
say to your Leddyship, ony harl of health he has 
is aye about meantime. — ^But, my Leddy, this is 
an unco awsome house for you to live in. Tm. 
no surprised tliat ye should be so fain to see a 
gay gallant like me comii^ on a visitation. Ah, 
ye would need to make mickle o* your visitors, or 
they'll no stay lang ; for there^s but little mirth 
where the only spnug that's played is by the wind 
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iifeing on the key-hole. I see your Leddyship is 
surprised at my coming, and ye £nna think I am 
here without an errand." 

The Countess sighed, and made no reply, al- 
though Andrew paused, as if he expected she 
would. He then resumed, " Surely, my Leddy, 
this gait of making yourself a nun, is no what 
might hare been hoped from a woman of your 
sense, and at your time of life.^ 

^^ I have not renounced the world," said the 
Countess 1 ** I am only waiting her o " And 
she paused confused, conscious that the ambi- 
guity of her expressions was liable to be misinter- 
preted. 

" Wwting .?" said our hero eagerly ; " for 
what are you waiting ?" 

^' Do not misunderstand me," she cried hastily. 
*^ I am only waiting to see what is to be the re- 
sult of this strange state into which I have been 
thrown. I feel myself entangled in a net, from 
which I cannot extricate myself. My fate is ra- 
velled with circumstances beyond my control. 
The world may believe me worthy of the abandon- 
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ment that I suffer — the fndt of one trifling indis- 
cretion. Conscious of my ismocence, and confi- 
dent that, sooner or later, I shall be indemnified 
for what I now endure, I wait patiently the nstu- 
ral development of' the mystery with which I aoi 
involved.'' . , 

^' By the indiscretion, ycyur Leddyship mean$, 
I suppose foUowing the rash counsel of that 
diplomatical body, my Lord Marquis^ yoiff fa* 
therF' r- 

^^ Your suppositi<m is just. I iiov^ bo ; Qih0$ 
error of conduct towards my husbandi fca wl^eh 
I can be blamed with any severity.'' 

^^ Then, if your Leddyship is sensible qi that 
fault, what for will ye no try to amoid it ? Jf ^e 
ran awa' from your gudeman in a pet, surely, 
whenever ye eame to your senses,* you ought to 
have gone back to him, wi' a napkin at your eey 
an' it had only be^i a sham fcnr deoenoy*^ 

" Why, Mr Wylie," smd the Countess^ jsad-, 
ling at the figure he had emj^oyed, ^^ I thinky 
when I left my &ther, and went to Eldetbo^et tot 
the Dowf^^er, I did nearly as mulsh as in reaa<m 
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could be expected firom a womso, thai thought 
herself but half in the wrong.*" 
. ^^ As to that I^il say nothing ; but ye know 
that women — ^the present company, of course^ ex- 
cepted-«*«re kittle eatde to deal witk^ 

u Mr Wylie, this conversation is bec(»ning " 
paifiAil to Ine^ I ain^ so drcumstaxiced tKat i 
know not what to do. If I could see my way 
ciearly, 1 should require no prompting,^ The 
Co^&tess, after a paude of about a minute, addedj 
*^ t will deal frankly with you ; although I do, as 
a woman, think, that if Sandyfbrd wished fo¥' a 
reconciliation, he ought^ as a mm, to come to me 
himself. It woidd be an act of grace and love, 
and I would ever esteem it as such. Yet, as A 
wife, 1 will stand on no sbcfa etiquette. Does* he 
desire to Hve with me 'dgadn? Say so, kad I' will 
inBta»tly go to him, and endeavour to %ig^t ail 
the past, and to devote my life to promote lai 
happiness."" 

Andrew vntm fihnniierBtru^ ; he found' hiiiiseif 
in a cSIemm* Ami he^hadine^r.imagmad' possi- 
ble. He had fenned no adequnAe cotteeflion of 
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the united strength md magn«iiimity cihee Laify* 
ship's character ; and exchiinedy " My I.K»d is* 
fool, and no sensible of his mercies^ aor^the val- 
ine of the pearl he casts away T 

The Countess smiled at this warmth ; and^ 
pleased with the compliment, said, *^ Come, come, 
my iiiend, let us drop the subject. I see how it 
is — I know Sandyford better than you do— I have 
discovered his nature more by reflection since we 
parted, than by experience whc^ we were man 
and wife. He wiU rather continue, against hi9 
conscienfie, and er&k indinatiopas, in error, than 
be, as he deems it, so weak as to acknowled^ he- 
has acted wrong. I cannot go t» him uoleas be 
wishes it«* 

<« I £d not sqr,^ exdaimed our hero, g^ to 
oateh at this expression, *^ that he does not wish- 
it. On the contniy, I do with mocenty bdieine; 
that nothing cm earth would give him more ]^eap> 
sure than the sight of your Leddyship at Chas^ 
tlngtoa-halL But,""—— and he paused. 
. Her L^yship saw him confused and diflld^t,. 
the consequence^ «t thait momenl^ ixf his reluc^ 
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tsnce to adrert to the affair of FerreTs. In fact, 
ke was niore satisfied by her sentiments and man* 
Viefy than he conld have been by any explanation ; 
and aftar a momentary pause, in which he deci- 
ded to say nothing on that subject, he resumed, 
in a lively key, *^ But ho to talk about such me- 
laacholious concerns, I have brought blithe news. 
Your Leddyship^s brother^s come home, and will 
be here betimes the mom'^s morning. Poor lad, 
he's no very strong, and unco easily fashed ; so 
I left him on the road to come on at his leisure."" 
He then explained to her more circumstantially 
how they had acddentaUy met, and the motives 
which induced him to keep him from seeing Lord 
Sandyford. 

The Countess, who had listened cafanly to the 
whole narrative, s«id, with an accent that com- 
pletely for a moment disconcerted our hero, 
^ Why should you have supposed that there was 
any likelihood of the two quarrdling P Surely 
there is notUng in my case to provoke a quar- 
rel.^ 

^^ Pm no sure of that,"^ said WyUe unguarded- 
ly. " In a word, my Leddy, the Earl is as dure 
La 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



u^_ -« 



860 CHAPTER xxvrr. 

as^ a door-nftU^ and wiima listen emu to the viof. 
dkfttidnof your'Ijeddydup^scIiiKracter.'^ . . 

The Countess looked fer a mom^t i«Hdiy.; 
bat a few tears ciMning to her xritef, she saidt 
^< I did not think that Sandyford cared so little 
forme." 

The tone cS path^c dejection in which this 
was uttered pierced the heart of Wylie. He peir- 
ceived the error he had committedy or ratfai^ the 
erroneous interpretation which the Countess had 
^ven to his words ; and eager to set her rights 
said) ^^ I doubt, my Leddy, it comes from astother 
cause. He cares more for you than he will allow 
either hhnself or any other body tb think ;' and I 
fancy that his contrariness is altogether of some 
misleart crancum about your oaring nothing for 
him* However, we^U see whaiTs to be said on this 
head 'the mom, when your Leddyidiip's brOth^ 
Q!»i»e& But it would saye baiA him and me a 
world of troubk, if you would just put your heel 
in ytmr neck^ and tumble at ance b^er to Chast* 
ington-haU, and come to a right understanding 
wiith yoargudtoan' himself, without th« interlo- 
ping of any other friends." 
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The Countess smiled, and, during the remain- 
der of the evening, turned the conversation into a 
lighter strain, chiefly relative to the state of her 
friends in town. 
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CHAPTER XXVIir. 

KAGNANiMITY. 

The following momihg was gr^ and lowering^ 
and when Lord Riyersdale approached Bretons- 
beild Castle, which he had never before seen, the 
aspect of its old magnificence, and the waUs and 
towers hoary with the lichens of antiqnity, and 
darkened with the shadow of past time, impressed 
his imif^ination, and awakened associations of the 
most solemn and affecting kind. The reveries of 
his early enthusiasm had long passed away, and 
the horrors of that anarchy, which, under the 
name of Freedom, committed such crimes for the 
personal aggrancKzement of a few intrepid adven* 
turers, had produced the change that Lord San-* 
dyfixrd had predicted, and taught him to ding^ 
with filial love and admiration to the kistkutiona 
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of his native land. It seemed to him as the Cas- 
tle rose befote hun, over the mists which float- 
ed along the surface of the dovn«, and which gave 
to it the appearance c^ some majestical edifice, 
constructed by necromancy in the clouds, that it 
was a superb tjrpe of that vast and venerable mo- 
ral fabric, which the wisdom, the achievements; 
and the virtues of ages; have reared in this coun- 
try ; and he felt, as it were, rebuked by the genius 
of England, for having so long, &om peevish xno^ 
tives of resentnienty neglected to perform his pro- 
per paCrt in those great controversies, which have 
for their object the perpetual renovation of the 
pile. . 

When he reached the gate, he was informed 
diat our hero was abroad walking,, and that the 
Countess had not then made her appearance. He 
was, in consequence,, shewn into the breakfast- 
parlour, where he. sat for some time alone, rumi- 
nating on the feelings we have described, and ten- 
dedy affected towards his sister, whom he had lefV 
the pride of beauty and the ornament of fashion,^, 
but had returned, to seek in a seclusion and so^ 
Ktode^ where every object indicated ne^tect, ofah 
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livioii) and deeay. These reflf^ons gave a co« 
IcHiring of mekndboly to his miiLd ; and insteiid 
of that peevish s^isibility which had reilda?edliJ5a 
almost uBfit for social iatercouise, he becaioie mild 
aiid compassionate, and was moved iato a.sadf 
bat pleasing gentkness, that qualified him to l»w 
ten with indulgence and pifty to any! nazvat&oii 'of 
enor or of sorrow. Accordingly, whcn^ on bejng 
infimned of his arrival, the Count^sii hastened to 
embrace him, he received her with a warmth 6f 
tdkctiosx that was delightful to himself, and sher 
was somudi affected by his emotion and «rympa^ 
thy, that she wept profusely on his 8h6ulder. 

" Hey !*" cried Wylie, who entered at the mii-r 
meat, obd perceivii^ how much they! weise itf- 
fectedy was anxious to divert thdbr atteiitiiNi^ ^f iL 
my Lofd on wing abeady ?^ . 

^^ What do you mean ?"" cmd Siveredale^ di»*^ 
eogagiQg himself from his sister. 

^' O, naetlnng at aU,"" repMed Andrew. ^ Butt 
itV no the. use and wont c^welecmnng, to beiplaykJ '. 
aotoring in sic a tngicd fashion* Im tcoiith, my.' 
Leddy, and my Lord^itwiUnot do, oonsideriilgLi 
the job we hae in hand,Jto bt sbging, ^ WaHy^' 
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waUy, up yon bmik; itifd wally, wally, down yqi^ 
brae,^ like Lady Bothw^U, whea her Lord bad 
left her. We live in times when tears are gon^. 
grei^tly out of fashion ; mayfod love and affeclion 
do na bum the brighter for a^ that. Howsever> 
we should conform, and therefore I take it xxftm. 
me to inhibit you from a^ sort of op^r(t4ike antics, 
till we hae copaoie to a right undarstanding wf the 
breidc&iit^table^ For I''m of a serious opiaioii 
that a "v^eel-boiled €igg» in a raw cold morning like 
this, is worth mair than a jpint-stoup 6{ salt tean$»: 
or a piper's bag of sighs and sobbing/' 

This whimsical addrests had the effect intended, 
and aft^ a few other light add gay exptessionsy 
partly allusiye to the ohjeot of the .meeting, die' 
party sat down to breaScfast, with a degree of 
cheerfuhess scarcely to have beeil exjietted from 
the impaaa(m«d anguidb with wfaibh d^ Codnina. 
and h^ bafother had embraeed. 

" Weel, my Leddy," said AndzieW, when they 
had finished breakfast, and retired to her 6pfinxr* 
ite room in the octagon tower, ^^ I hae been tMnk- 
ing all ni^t about yon, and that whirligig, my 
Locd Saadyferd — and I can mak nothing ef yoav 
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case but this-^you would fain go back to him,- 
and he wishes you would come, but he has ki» 
doubts.'* 

^^ Doubts !^ exclaimed the Countess with agi- 
tation^ and she added, with a sigh, ^ I cannot re- 
more them.*" 

. She then recounted with a composed, but im-^ 
pressive voice, the whole circumstances relative 
to the child and to Ferrers, and entered into a 
very circumstantial explanation with her brother, 
reelecting the pertinacious attentions of the ma- 
niac. 

" It^s a pity,'' said Lord Riversdale to the 
Coontess, ^ that Lord Sandyford cannot hear 
you report this — hia candour would, without fur- 
ther investigation, be satisfied." 

** But I featr," replied her Ladyship, « that he 
cai«8 little whether I am innocent or guilty." 

" The deevil's in this world," exclaimed An* 
drew, " if folk must suffer wrong without the hope 
ofredrass."^ 

*^ I should think^" said Riversdale, pensirdy, ' 
^^ that were Smdyford once convinced of the fal- 
lacious appearance that has wrecked the happiness 



vGooQle 



MAGKANIMITY. 2S7 

of you both, he would not sample to rest<»:e you 
to his affections.^ 

'^ As for oonyincing,^ said her Ladyship, ^' that 
cannot be difficult. More than twenty witnesses 
can prove all that I have stated about Ferrers ; 
and it was on that account, Riversdale, I request- 
ed you to come to En^nd. I wish you to in- 
vestigate the whole business thoroughly, and lay 
the result before my husband '; not, however, in 
tl^e hope that it will induce him to make any 
change in the determination he has taken. For 
long, long before the fatal paragraph, his heart 
was turned ligainst mtC^ 

**'Not his heart,^^ said Andrew, quietly, " only 
his head-— I dinna think he^s very sound in the 
judgment about your Xeddyship.'*'' 

" Ah, Wylie T exclaimed the Countess, " do 
not call his judgment in questionr^-for my own 
feelings bear testimony to its rectitude and dis- 
cenunent — I wonder he endured me so long*"^ 

The Siddonian majesty and pathos in which 
this was said, made our hero thrill with admira- 
tion and awe; while Lord Riversdale, unable to 
suppress his emotion, rose, and walking to one of 



y Google 



258 CHAPTEft XXVfll. 

the windowBy stood for some time looking out, 
deeply agitated. He was, however, the fosi whb 
bsoke flilenoe. 

'' Augusta,'' said he, ^' I will see Sabdyfotd. 
It ia impossible that he can sufibf such immola- 
tion. I once knew him-«^-and he must indeed be 
de^doraUy fallen from his original brightness, if 
he can be insenriUe to the grief which dictates 
Buch a sentiment.'' 

The Countess looked at her brother calmly fix 
about the space a£ a minute, and th^ said, ^' l(i^ 
vondale, I thought you knew me better. But 
no-*-£)r till lately I knew not myself. I will ntf- 
ver be reeeiyed by Sandylbrd in coinpiMsioti-^ 
mark that— ^lerer be an olgsct of hk jiity— ik^ 
not even of his generosity. I will take nothing 
less than his bve — ^not that I say it is mine' of 
Eight, but beeanie I would now deserve it.'" - 

And in saying these words, she immediately 
quitted the room, leaving her broA^r at once per*, 
plexed and surprised 

** Wed, I thinks my Lord,'' said our hero, 
<< was er^r twa sic deevilV buckiefi deekit, to fiish 
rimple Iblk^ like you and me^ as this mighfy 
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Madam and her flca^-Inggit LcMrdr^^d's'sake, 
if it werena for ae thing mair than- anitlier, 
I would grip the twa by the cuff of the iteek, and 
baud their noses to the grindstane^-^they d^erve 
no mercy. But, my Lord, the sorrow'^B in theau, 
or they get the better o' me. We'll e'en awa' to 
Chastington-hall,' and see what Birky, or Beelze^ 
bub, or whatever ye like to ca' that thrawn gude- 
brother o' your's, has to say till't ; for FU no kt 
them ding me, noo that my hefut'ii set to mak 
them happy^ in spite o^ their teeth."' 

*' You are an incompreheniffibie being,"^ replied 
Lord Riversdaky <^ and I fbel the force of your 
good sense oonstrafanng me to act, vbsre ddicacy , 
akhough it ia my siater's case, idmost makes me 
shrink from any farther proceeding?' 

^^ Poo ! what's delicacy, my Lord," ezdaimed 
Andrew, laughing, ^^ but a bashful missy sort o' 
thing ? I hae nae broo o' sic havers, when I'm in 
earnest ; so we'll just take back the chaise your 
Lordship came hither in, and set off to Chasting- 
ton, without ony more parley about the matter." 

% I doubt," said Biversdale, « my health will 
not allow me to travel either so fast or so far." 
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^' Noo, that comes of your delicates,"" cried An- 
dtefw ; ^^ if ye hadna been nursiiig your hypo^ 
cfaondriacs to make them thrive, ye would never 
hae thought about the travel or the road. Od 
sake, my Lord, if ye^re long in my hands, 1^11 put 
miur smeddum in you. So just come away at 
ance, and leave the Countess to play at the chucks 
with her thimble, a bawbee, and a tamarind stane^ 
till we come back ; indeed, my Lord, you maun 
gae wi^ me^£ir I^ playing the truant o'er kng,> 
and if Mr VeDiun didna think I was on some bu* 
siness of Lord Sandyfbrd's, I wbuUna be surpri- 
sed if he gied me. a loofy when I gaed hame.^ 

The impetooai^ of Andrew euoeeeded, and 
they were, in the oouxae of a &w minutes, on ihe^ 
road to Chastii^^n^HaU. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



FORTUNE-TELLIKO. 



After the trial, the gipsies, who had so abrupt- 
ly left the tomi, proceeded straight towards Chast- 
ington, whither they had learnt out hero was ex-^ 
peeted to return wilii the Earl ; and having en- 
camped under the park wall, they gleaned from 
among the woodmen and labourers, something of 
the situation of Lord and Lady Sandyford, and 
of the familiarity with which Wylie was treated 
by his Lordship. The principal motive of this 
journey was, doubtless, dictated by gratitude, in or^ 
der to oiFer their thanks, in a more formal manner 
than they could well do in the town where they 
were so much objects of interest. 

That there are persons an the world who not 
only pretend to possess, but believe they actually 
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do possess supernatural discernment ; and also a 
very numerous multitude, of all degrees and ages, 
who give them full credit, cannot be denied. Far, 
therefore, be it from us to encourage any scepti- 
cism to the prejudice of- a faith «o venerable ; es- 
pecially as it was certain that our old gipsy wo- 
man had the most perfect confidence in her own 
oracular powers. 

Or iiie mamiiig after the trial' sbe was ling^- 
iag about the poortal of the HaH,-wfaeii the JB^rl 
came out, and she imioaduitdy/acUKssed him. 
^ We have comej" sakl'fiiue, *^ *o Aaak you and 
the elear q>irit in the small tabernacle^ far the sal- 
vation we ei^oy. You have fes-d tis, by kindness, 
to do your Inddti^ wheresoever the task may lie. 
Is there aught wherein our hands may work, or 
oar spirits toil, or t«r skill serve,.inr our good will 
aid P— ^iSpeak, and give us (pleasore 1"" And^ie 
paused abrupdy, and looked steadilyin his Lord- 
ship's ftce. 

^< Why do you loek «o a« me?^ exclaimed the 
Eail, surprised, and iii sonie degree crfiaided.. 

<^ There's a wish in yonr heart, my Lord,'' was 
the reply, " that you hide from yourself— a vision 
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wnkiog." . > :; . ' 

The frame of mind in which his Lordship iras 
at the time, and this tit^ of mekncholy with 
which Im rjefleetuma had. fost several months been 
embued, made • him peculiady eusoeptiUe to fan- 
dfol impressioiis, aad he felt -something akin to 
dread at this singular apostrophe. The sharp- 
sighted gipsy perceived the influence of her crafty 
mysticism, and spoke in a low and confiding ac- 
cent, to the following efiect:— " There are times 
and seasons when the stars aboTe favour intents 
below, when the moon searches the blood, and 
the planets point, with their fingers of light, to 
the progeny of coming time. In this hour their 
benign influences are upon me ; «id would ye read 
a page in the book of destiny, I can unclasp the 
volume. Have faiibh in me when the epirit^of 
oracles is upon me ; when it departs, ytm will then 
ask my wisdom in vain.'' 

The Eariendeavoured to smile at tins rhapsody, 
while he trembled at the prophetic energy of the 
sybil, and at her request held out his hand. 
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^^ This pahn ig empty y*^ said the old woman. 

The Earl laughed, and put half a crown into it 
from his pocket. 

The old woman fiung the money with contempt 
away, and added, with tremendous solemnity,-'— 
^' That palm is empty, and yearns to press its 
fellow in kindness.— What do I see P"' 
. " I hope no evil r said the Earl, thrown off his 
guard. 

^' I thought,^ said the old woman cahnly, *^ that 
I had seen the mark of a broken wedding-iing,-— 
that would betoken death ; — ^but I am mistaken, 
the sign shews only ^ A nd she paused. 

" Why do you hesitate ?" said Lord Sandy- 
ford, deeply and strangely affected. 

^' The lamp of our ddll," replied the gipsy, 
'' bums but dimly — ^aU things are not seen as we 
would see them. But if I might speak without 
offence ^ 

*' Certainly,'' said the EarL 

The sorceress then looked at him severely, 
and said, ^^ I speak with spirits, and yours OHn- 
munes with mine. The wedding-ring I saw is not 

13 
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IfflokeD^r-^oa bntirMinyMde apart witSun yout 
own flesh, causiiig to youxself suffenng and flo& 

. . Tlie 0ld wcs&an tfajen bn^e out with the energy 
jof the Pythia^ and predicted, in a long rhapsody 
0f meaningless images, an endless hfe of conjiq^ 
bliss to his Lordship, whidi had the efifect of re- 
covering him from the brief influence of the su- 
yesstitunis senlinients she had inspired; but al* 
Jihough he laughed at h^ predictions, his- mind 
retained the colouring ; and he returned into the 
house^ after liberally rewarding her, thoughtful 
and uneasy, under a mingled charm of hope aiid 
i^rehension^ ineredolity and faith. 

In the meantime our hero and Lord Rirersdaie 
were on their way £rom Aitonsbield Castle to 
CSiasdngton. '!^hey reached the SandyfoardrArmc 
at the paric gate, just as the old woman was re* 
tunung from her interview with the Eari. An^ 
drew immectiately called to the jpost^boys to stop ; 
saying, injthesamefareath,toithe Viscount, ^f That 
auld idfe iaiinpth^ Witdi«f Endor, or a Maggjr 
.Lang.; I wonder what «fac emiusreheea^imtgst 

VOt; II, M 
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the HalL — ^Hey, lucky T he then exclaimed, $dr 
^lessmg hhnself to her. 

The gipsy came up instantly to the carriage- 
window, and with her characteristic rhodcnnon- 
tade, began, much in the same style as she had 
addressed L(»rd Sandyford, to proffer the sarrices 
of herself and all her tribe. 

^^ Maybe,*^ said our hero, ^^ I shall have a fait 
job by-and»by in your way, when I ha^e hens and 
cocks, or silver spoons, tliat can be stolen. Biit 
what have ye been doing with my Lord ?"* 

^^ I have read his fortune,^ was the emphatic 
reply. 

<^ Ay, a wheen lees nae doubi-^and what said 
ye ? cried Andrew. 

. Lord Riversdale sat surprised at their conrer- 
sation, and the wild and haggard appearance of the 
old woman, as she thus replied: ^^ I saw his empty 
palm, a&dhis wedding ring, that is not broken, but 
only hiddm in the. throbbing fiesb — a doud is 
around him, but it is^ot night — ^the suimper of 
his days is yet to come, and along the av^iue of 
foture years, jprhcn he lies down to sleep on his 
mother^s bosom, I beheld the rose of beauty and 
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fhe'^dbS: of niitallfoodbeind; theb Uobming .and 
gteiBii'hcads in bonour' oret him.'? 
' -/^'Awa^ aw^/th^ deifs ow^ grit wi' you P cried 
Andrew^ «iid6liv<nirix}g to laugh,' while he looked 
at Lmd Riyersdale, and iimardly- confessed his 
faith in vrhat she said; <^^ Hae, tfiere^s half-a^ovn 
for boding so ineikle luck to my Lord, and when 
I have time, I must see if ye can wyse to. me a 
b6ii9By Ittss with a heap 0"" siller." 

The -fortune-teller," in the instant, was evident* 
fy kmdling again into anotiho* paroxysm, but Lord 
Riversdale peevishly pulled up die window, and 
requested the post-boys to drive on. " Is it possi- 
ble,'' said he, " that Sandyford could listen to the 
hag's nonsense ?^ 

*' Trouth, my Lord, it's very possible, and I 
wouldna be surprised that she had done mair to 
bring him into a right way of thinking than both 
of us, without her help, could have done." 

" You seem to imdervalue his Lordship's good 
sense, if you expect any such effect," was the sharp 
remark of the Viscount. 

" Ye're a' wrang, my Lord," replied our hero. 
<< If the Yerl had as little sense as the rest of the 
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mdd^ it ndglht be 80 ; but W« wbfil'jB «»^cl a mftti 
o' genius, and heU creftte, by Up own mgfm^s 
ggmfihing ratievel out of tl^ «qIcI w]fe> ruTiBg, 
that would never eiiti^ any ootmnon b^."^ 

In i^ sort of Htxmrenation th^ camiimed 
spealdngytiH tlie timae arrived at die portal of tbe 
mannon. On a%hting there. Lord Riveradale was 
eondueted to (me of the drawbg rooms, and our 
h^o alone sought the Earl in the Ubraiy, wbcre 
he was sitting by bimself in a reverie, md per- 
haps nnepnadooaly atili under the inflaeiiee of 
the gipsy^s rhiqMtodtes. 
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*^ This wiiina do,^ cried Andrew, secimttly, cm 
«jfaElei!<riiig the dbflextt^ «d tttlMtt^ly look of Lord 
Sittdyftidi ^ ywt l^aOtMf^ Uk^ « Ita gooiie» 
drapping awa^ ; andif ye^no OAmfiae AMiftls 
y#a M» 110 te ir(iitii Ao tallBg.^ 

bMMMtfyoiiF WkydidyoaquitmeiErt^^Mlitfi^ 

lyr 

«< Me <^yM, ttiy LoinI{ Ho#cail ilia;^ be 
said, when you stotted yonraal oat o^ lie f§6lb 

<<W«&,]mtrWk««IiaM-yMbeM? l^^WlUvf^ 
j^Mt &Mi dotfiigr^ r^c^ed hitf Lotclslii^. 

«^ till wfim thcfuj^ t^ aftMTMr f^i^ctestfoim 
m oaa^t AdL tlwrtAn^ I Ohk we tftay a« iT^, 
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for the present, set them bye hands, for I have 
got dreadfiil news,^ said our hero, still gravely. 

" Indeed ! — ^What are they ? — Have you heard 
any thing of Lady Sandjrford ?^ cried the Earl, 
eagerly. 

^^ Your Lordsldp, y» kdii,' hA& debarred me fiom 

speaking anent her case, poor Leddy ; but what I 

l^aye heard is another soitrof thing,^ replied An- 

' lij^w, still preserving the most serious countenance 

and'lfiiftpv-.. ,-• T ^ ■"',.'•. • 

'^ Haye therFfmlilalfeded/''' sflM^bk Lo^^ 
gaily^ iP«)deavolU:in|;'lk>:;KH]|e:hw pRi&s 

" m no say%h^Mmg:if;mmyr}mmmft» M^ 
Ifiti ; jbutr s0iB9!^\>oi^ haa j^i»te0ith|tt youAs^^LoHJ^iip, 
I'm fbiisMog) ^wUlj.'no ^i^. or.^tfy plmed to ae^r^ 
Lord Riversdale.'' ; : 

' ^YeffT.^^ fte Ij;^rl| ^^ he.haa oms hm&; I 
h^afd of his :being hi&re*'' 

^^ Yes, he's come ; and it was atr iik0 i!6|iie$t cf 
.^^'Le4^, i^Com^^my"^ replied Mdwr^ - 

^ Wa« it by ybut '^vi^?/. ifiqiuted bia ']L.^sd- 
alli^y.aterBly,. Bnt^^Mirhe^o-'wAiMiieinlt^ldated 
^Igrthepeverifyof'bismiiniket; h^fel(^in^eed|,li}(e 



vGooQle 



A VBISKDi. . 5S71 

t£e sm^^eeaiivho ptobes die leomiiSl of a paticait 
yAnbm he egteenn.;' midlLe dbregaxaed tlie paia or 
tbe kntatioii wUck he at die moiaeBt occasittied/ 
« '^Itfa]|dC)iif^Lord,^siddlieyea]TieB%«i]dr]^^ 
aflbctedly, ^^ that it is jwt possible to prevciitine 
ftbm speaidiig' toymB.Lendbhip about my Leddy. 
Things €ome toimd thnfc.ohtifpeimeto inteifore^ as 
i£ Ijir^e.QEdained; by . Heaven to be a mean of 
mendbgyour broken hsppuMss; Look/myLord,' 
how thecottrse of f«nftone inrarks to that end; I 
wap A fiiendUsB.Iaid».i8nd*yejgied me a liest-egg^ 
oat' of the wgnaliimity bf^ your own free will ; 
thatJwasjas a retaining fee to iniJte me. serve you, 
thsoiig^ Weel ta woe, alnly days. . Them Cc^ine my 
fei^athexiag in.the voodirith. the. gipsies, whioh. 
ledme to get « ^UBJwe of thttihistl)ry o£ theiwbm. 
of die Bose and down. Syn&caiaean the ctookit' 
case of the trial; wheranithe handof anove&.ni« 
liiig Provideiiee w^sttade inatble, as if tor admo- 
nifiii your Lordship td have solne confidence iii me^ 
your hound and oUigateatrfadmbUr firiffnd and' true 
servant. Then when y«reftMed<totdo justly, and to^ 
Ibnre inercy^ as I woiddhave couusdled your Lord- 
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dqi^ rfe tAmdSLjmm hkk rtpm n^ aad hit At 

will <IBnj w]ii« yfi wf m giJM'v cittt i^^*^ w ta iy i im * ^ 
teftfir ani HijBtaMLS ^kliiiig» my Lord; sndaL 
♦hwigli Wb fto a wvy^flMsUe cQtnmodiiejr^ be 
Illttesd to iaw tt i , miw^ hove ben thcjgiAQr/l^ 
btar lAflt die OMnkitt k*A td Mqrfiv berM^ 

'^ Ajd. wkat did d».iuy ^ enUimcd the ESuI 
iridi^ eiMtum ; fiir mi bmi bad aUifidly tnifidk 
tbU yUbcia to tboaa lit loiaoiQ tnA 
vlncb die g^qr^t piedietian badleft bis iKncdilii^ r 
but suddenly Aetking hioiieif be added^ pnoudi^ 
ly, «« WyK<^ I Hmk thh k aniefer oeaTemtioriL 
TbcmgbLady SaadylbBd wcr«fiiBaceftiof diaiii^ 
pectt«ig«ai^ dialliusttmddaHibenochaa^ 
defwadftadan. laiAaNttdiBgarnvbatyouaeedbiaw' 
]y eii0Qgli.--^thiit I stitt beactvriardiliectttudk cf 
Btf €11% a(SMuB$ wBtAdBbm I tlmk to aqrMtt 
diae aowly sbe is ndlr natanify diafc mtatiaetm 
wincbAa hall a«er been inftkincL ButitkiaiM 
pMdUefarnie to irobnub ngjiin td lead vhi her 
tbe fife t£^ ip«^hiw>M iniaaraUy led togetthm^: 

"^ Tbat,"* iaidWylie^ "^nay be awrymliaoal 
resolution in the opinion of your Lordship ; but 
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dice the penaace cf .u/iUHdoery ttevi^ly lieeinM 
]iMt Lcoddnp doefltaft ihiidt she hM beei^so eer* 
datlirhh jon BtaH your vagtfiiis « tt Uie dibi^t* 
lessntss of jmmtb ye m^^be eitpected.^ 

/< I do not tbmk that I'm obHged to efitter kto 
any :ex{>laiistieii with Lo»d BiVeradale on tiie sub* 
jeet: Lady Sandyford weat away of h€r own ao* 
cord.'* 

« That'tf ffiodse pointy'* eried Ai^ew; << that's 
no^ jnst what I was etiling af • Lotd Riversdale 
has a right, and the worid htts a right, to know why 
it is that jcm Lofdihip is to be allowed to indulge 
jrovr eiwB finsiee wi& impunity, to the daiiMge 
andd^triment of a noble Leddy.*" 

Tl» Ead leoked amMEed at tlie imarepidity with 
which this was expressed, and then said, <^ There 
ia atMaething about yon, Wylie, that prerents me 
fima qnaorRlfii^ ivith yon v but had any bth^ man 
apoim tam^widf smk an aee^t-— ^'^ 

^ You wovld have dene well to listen to him,^ 
mmti^ed Afidtew, calmly. ^ My Lofd^ ye're 
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goUebifiiage of yobr bwaiofisams^i bdt nolumeet 
Ittaa.lHS bend'dowil and worsUip ixfoireit ; espcM 
dally the like of .m^^.^who, &)t my oim icredti, 
would have your Lbrc&bip beloved aidi Tespeoted. 
Your kfndAeaJ (io nie, I would redsm a disgikee 
to endure, if. I did^a thitik your Lordship, by na- 
ture ^md habit, a man from whom it was an ho- 
nour to be so favout^ as I Have been. Thesse- 
fore, myXoid, you wiH have to see JJord River». 
dale." 

"I win not, Wylie, lior any other man oh the 
sulgect : I do vfolepoe ^to my own fedings in en- 
durii^ to be soUctJ^ateA by you." . 
. ^^ I never doubted that ; and if tb^re wasna a 
restraii|ing power of inordinate oivility idxmt you 
towards me, yewouldna have tboled dKe.half of 
what I have stdd, half fio long,? cried Andrew, 
briskly. 

. ^' By Jove r said Lord Sandyfinfd, acaccelyaUe 
tq.'preserve his tei)iper,/^thi8'isdriTOgme toliie 
wall with a.vei^eimoe ;'^ and h^^ose and.waU»d 
to one of the windowfi.. Our liei*b, vhodiad been 
Ate^diDg during 4he .^bQle convet^oh^ wailed jn 
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ail^toe for thovdi a .miniii;^ and lie Acai said, 
'^Shall I ring the heU for iard Rivewdale ?^ 

j'^ Ib he Ib the house f^ cried the£arl» startled 
hg the question* 

" Yes," vae. the cool answer; " he came with 
me ; aud the sooner the business is done the bet- 
ter.'' 

His Lordship made no reply, but walked sevet 
ral times hurriedly across the floor, turning up 
the curb bom his forehead with his hand, and 
breathing thickly. Andrew was alarmed at his 
agitatiim, and ihe struggle which for some time he 
evidently made to controul his feelings, but with* 
out effect ; and said, in an accent of sorrow and 
anxiety, " I have gone too far ; your Lordship is 
ill.'' 

" Not farther than a firiend should go— not far- 
ther than a friend," exclaimed the Earl, but with- 
out looking at him. 

Several minutes of silence succeeded ; during 
which his Lordship so far mastered himself that 
he sat down and said, with considerable ease, ^^ It 
must, I perceive, Wylie, come to that at last. I 
will see Riversdale, but not yet ; in the course of 
a short time bring him to me." 
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glancu^bsdc tfiNwdft the Eivl he >rt8 stmdc wkh 
the gha8% pabmeflv •£ his couleMtice, iind step- 
ped. ^^ Wylie,^ said his Lordship, ^wxlli a vmce ^ 
dke most -pemtrsting-ptokosy ^^ you lui^e madelne 
feel tSoMt I kave been acting m uawotthy pan ; 
not only my happiness, but my honour is in yomr 



Ancbeir was pirolbutidky affected, and took two' 
steps towards the Earl,^ with the intendonf ^say* 
ing soDiethiDg; bat his tongue reftised its oAo«, 
and he tamed suddenly round and quitted the 
room. 
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CHAP^H XXXI. 

Th£ intelf^^lbetWe^fi' ik^ HtsA n^d Lord M^ 
irenidalb W^ cowEtneted Vith sdme cfegfee of for- 

vibftliu^UtUitf etpimilkiig Ms t^gtet At tte tm^ 
hiffrf imotiq[>aliba^ of fiiiKi, iMeb l«id^(A«M 
ged » me^^g of n& cfM a ehameidr bf^^^ 
tkem; «Bd he t]^e0 fobk oceaneVi td^il^^H;^ tt^ 
ibe eir«iiiiiillifieeB coidi^bti^ i^ftb lh<f ehfid a^ 
i^tth Fblt^ ^sa^Hhg, iMN^eai^y if ^Hnfld B6t¥ef 
been to have proved the guilt of Lady SandytStii 
i£ iAse^SS^^fl^Siin^vBa^ had hbelBL mstkvti^. 

•^ HatitMmi ^ aay t^seqmit^ to xxt<^' pen^ 
9§ikMff myiffuht^ r^j^ieS the Bkft; ^'lilxb^ai 
lik»^1ktAimidfiht^ i^^%Migttti«# yd& d][>6dr^ df? 
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But feeling as a man of honour, tlutt I could with 
no justice take any legal steps against her Lady- 
ship, it was my motive to allow her to enjoy all 
the benefit of that forbearance.'^ 

^^ But my sister is innocent, is pure firom all 
stain,^ said Riversdale, with animation. 

*^ I rejmce to understand so,^ was the cahn and 
polite remark of the Earl. 

" What then is to be done ? — ^Why is she to 
suiFer all the consequences of imputed guilt ?" 
cried the Viscount, somewhat sharj^ly. 

'' My Lord,"" replied the Earl, ^< do not let us 
part und^ any misconception of this unhappy bu>- 
ein^ss. I have never ceased to lov^ your sistear, 
audi shall be jMrotid to do evciry thing topronole 
hut hi^pkiess. She 1ms but for the admiratmi 
of the crowd, and I will supply her to the utmost 
Hmit of my income to gratify her vanity— ?But 
only om this condition, that I hear of her no 
nftore.'" 

*^ She will reject with scorn all pcKmniary ohiir 
gadons. I suspect, my Lord, that you do not 
IfMOw her worth,"* replied Biversdide; wiA an a&* 
ce^t so bitt^y that it aha^opt tivtew Sandy&rd (off 
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bkgmud/ Hie; hawerer^ DiiiiilwiiD^ 
far, «9 to say coldly,*— 

.. '^ Certainly I do not know lier-*-if what I pvd* 
pose will not indeimufy lier for the. loas ^f iiqt 
company. But, my Lord, I would b^ ^onr atr 
tention to one simple tmtbH-rwe ware for yeaiis to* 
gether man and wife — ^in all that time she saw me 
phu^ngfirom error toerror, rushing onwiirdto ruin. 
Didit ever occasioii to her a pang P Did she ever 
make one eSort to check my infatuation P Or did 
ever the lucid intervab of contrition draw fiEom 
her one word of soothing or of commiseration P 
No man need speak to me of the powers of Lady 
Sandyfi^'^s mind-^-none could be more surprised 
than I was at seeing such deroga^ry guilt impi(- 
ted to her — ^none questioned more the complezioii 
of the evidence by which it seemed confirmed-^ 
I rejoice, that she has convinced you of b^ iniio* 
cenoe — I believe her most entirely innocent-»siet 
merely because, as you say, her guilt, were she 
guilty, could be so easily proved; but because 
her declaration is in unison with the. (^iniouTduoh 
Jenfei^tfin of l^er characte]>— -a mortd persuasipff 
that strong evidence indeed would be required to 
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china jars into my bosom fer l^ivttb, U fb^ hM^ 
itofoihrtia^ xVtim lem ^Hifimal Lady Siteilyfoid. 
trifliin "nifaiv i^fl^^ dUM^ y^ teU m^ ^ har 
IilMMiiil^i»io^dft6«^--«lie bus been to me-nol ovif 
tik (MKUl^ of ttodb misery^ Imt an enigmi^ thai 
kafe tiiide ikie^ d^uM tlieyahx^ of my o^ smsoes. 
F^ I do eofrfliAitO'you, tbat Ilmf^^often tboi^gM 
tiliM^ woi^tke elements of giteat sensiMKty in your 
siflte^, bul tbey as often duded all my endearmrra 
t6 can them fortlH-^irlnle die herself had no sym* 
{Mitify for others."* 

Onr hero, who was present, and had hfthertb 
sMt 'd^t, -heti6 interpotied, and said) ^ Trticf, my 
Ldtd ; W now she keM trhat dfhikerff dree^ tsft 
hiBlSkmA^ii takes the stone oat of the fae»n^ as my 
sold sdkxdttiaster used ior say, iftiiien he pnnished 
tke piUk cf eamstrarie laddtes-^'-atid her LecHy- 
tklffg a ereatttie of a new larth.^ 

The ex{>knfadoti wlakh Lord SMtj^rd had 
^m oTMs feding^yinadeii proftanditiprasstoii 
M^^lfWiMttbfitih^ and too ddicate Ritersdsie^ and 
wxtsttraicd, aflet ibis address^ of oltr nct0yf(Jt 
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MM^ibw silent liHd A^ugktfidL Hcf tiieii idee, 
aMt said to Ae Eid,-^ 

"^My Loed, I Mer into lliff fldl iMiflg 4il 
yitar seHtlmeiitB^ aad will pmewd &» flotto fed 
this baiitMss; I kmenlt die misflirtuite 4t mf 
sitter bat I fiw it is beyond reikiedy.'* 

Ilie Earil boired^ sEod vai dumgiag tbd eoii'* 
^sMMfeMn to soitte gMMd topic of the d«y, irliM 
Asubflfw Btcrtdbiipy and exied^ ^ Hevfeaff ud 
OKrib^ sbai ate ye inymtr ri^i smmtP UaQ 
my watk, and painsv aiid tmabtrt to end fai a 
dishmaclaver about the hobl^ditfruiTrauMrt-AM 
My Lord, hov is this P^^And yon^ Lwd Anr^s- 
dale, are ye doited ?—Is Leddy Sandyfiitd to 
piBi» in griief> uiider tho clbud «£ diahonbU]^, be- 
ca«ae the ta^ea o^ yoa makefr hkthears sonad Mkt 
sMte^ whli^ the other takdb ftr gosp^ P"? 

And lA siyiiB^ diese inMsi heahm^y Uft ther 
tmmi and without faoreaaoiiy Aitnring Biihad^kMa 
ttepost^dbMriEiwhibhhe had eteae ivSdr Lovd 
Bivonidak^ aikd whtdh sliH st'wd in the' a^uat^ 
h«riitfta3H^4iid'the:Fa&^tej and cm thrvoadiv 
Bfetoiitbeild CaatU^ beforrOr Liro ndblMan rai 
cCi^crM froifr AeaatoidafaaieBt iHbi&' hk Ydua 
mence and sudden departure had produced 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 

•be was at the time agitated, our heto nit oaty 
dadfaiM. tf aeat in bar a«bi^if€^ tel^iiiittidd that 
hs «yUAe Abigail, iWuiMli, abould laoutttbe 
£dD^ Willi bi* ; fitt'beb[igjktfiveiib]rpoat4i0r8ii^ 
it was in ixnMtfmm^ tsi^, h^ Ldljrfli^ aoc 
diooaing to take any of ber fiiiher^a aerraata akmg 
witbber. 

*^ Up, Mrs Flounce,^ said he, as she waa on 
the point of stepinng into the carnage after her 
mistress ; *^ up aloft — ^I^m going with you, and 
we can court there so cosily, who knows but ye 
may get a smart husband beftre long ?^ 

Flounce was one of those sensitive owdcns, 
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mkotunet huppen to 1» aoiud W9at 9 jpum iriAr 
out thinking of a bycar ; fmd de replied, wJtbft 
giggly M fihe ef ed the didc^, '^ Bm't he fiKeKali 
^^^dov^ttalk audi staff to ne.'' 

In the mesnwfaHe he had shut. the ^mxiMg^ 
door. 

^ Wee!, weel,'' siiid Wylic, " veil vgtffk rif 
that again ; bnt mmmt, my dawty.^ Aod friith 
that ha aansted her into die dickey, and iras. iiih 
mediatetjr at her aide. 

^^ Flounce,'' said he, ^aiien Aey ircre attlinip 
^'^ I h«ve ki^ had a ^reat daflore to hae soma 
gioaia p l inad camgr ceayerBatian nith y«u ; te I 
hae A nadon that y»^a a* lasaof no amaBdiaci^* 
tion.'' 

The bosom of Ae: htflaniiaaWie Ahigail haal 
fitdddy, «]d she sefdied, *f I hag, Mr Wyfio, that 
yeH not talk none of that there aMaensa to loa J 
for I can assnie you, m^ that I don^t VHke. no 
muh larking; so I h^ yon'U be <piiet.^ 
. «i S'eii>3 ye ^skBy ISfig Dorts T excbinied our 
hevo, (^ ofattJopportttnity to end the hadtnage^ 
ahlch be Has sealfy at that . time sot in a hiune;av 
to cairy on,i;and\he mnained {tilesbf^vlkyi aa 
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flounce thougbl;^ on woeowtit 6f tl)e proper i 
flii&]is(d shewn ; but at last siie began to fiiacy^tllat 
perhaps «he had been a Iktle' t6o hardUhearted/ :: 

In the hurry and /iceupation: of. Jiis inhid^ A«» 
dr«w had '^ntifcly uligilectcd to ihink of any dbi- 
ner ; but now that he was in some degree relieined 
ftotik hid anxiety, and -driving as meml^ along in 
a £tLe bracing air, asfaur postJittrsesi could hut 
Inm, Nature, who he^er fails to vindicate any nch 
gligence, craved at last her due slwre o£ att£aittfm> 
and he Mt himself exceedingly hungry. Entirely 
fbufigetting what, he had been Jsaying to Fkoince/ 
l!h(»ugh it engit^od her moat serions cogitationa,- 
he again addressed hery wi&'a.aE^ accent:0f 
pathos in his voice, ^^ Od, Mrs Flounce, but L 
feel somethhig very qneer abeut^my heart.*" . 
. ^< La r cried/^ Atjgaii, ncAdbfkase&tf 
have 'the oo»v««3atioti Dcalswed^^^ How tan ^m 
go for to say sulch things^ Mr WyUe?*^ .< . . 

*^ It's as adf^av death.; |UiB unless I get soine. 
diing soon tt> cbmftat'mey I idiiina thinkTU-be 
alile to staMoiitdie' joliintty,!' ynm the aaiffeotedF 
fcply ; to whidi lie: lidded,^ ^liakcnig at 'a.Ubkfei 
which I^oiilicehddiimiJBer ^p^ijaadcikDm'.'fdKob 
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the neck of a pixit4)ottl6 protruded from the midst 
of tawdry second-hand artificial flowers, and knots 
of ribbon, " What have ye got in that basket ?" 

" Nothing for you,'' said she, with a giggle. 
' ^^ BoUbery r exclaimed he, in a jocular tone ; 
but altogether unconsdous of what was passing m 
her bos<Mn— " Robbery is justifiable, wh^n it's a 
work of needoessity ; so 1 hae a great mind, 
jflounce> to! see what. ye hae hiddai aneadi thae 
gumfiowers.': 

• "'That yoii sha'nt, take my word on't,** repli«d 
Flounce, with a jocund .tartness ; "so keep your 
^stance, I say, and not offer. for to go such 
lengths with me.": 

.^* Noo reaUy,' FWaince, this is very cruel cf 
you ; for my heart begins; to fail me, and I would 
be vastly obligated for ony thing of a cordial na-^ 
twe that ye can.bestow^" / .• 

The tender damsel begw to fed her. severity 
yielding to this sincere importunity ; but still, for 
the honour'and dignity of the sex, she. was deter- 
mined not to be lightly won, and she repUed^ 
" Mr Wy;Ee^ r would have you to know that I- 
dm^i likei^auy sach insinivatdons.^ 
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« Vary weeU"* cxied Andsev, >ag^iiag, •^rtf 
jfMi vnon't jRnrxendtt a£ diwaretioH, 111 tak you by 
stonn r &3ttd a struggle ensoed, inirMch Flounce 
made a most Amaooniaa Temtanee. 

Oitr lioro^ however,' wjm niceeasful i bot ibstead 
of ftaaaag ber by the bands, and pressiiig them 
nrkb a lover's ardour, he took hold of the basket 
by die handle, asd wrenching it from her gnuspy 
flung ber gumflowers away, and drew out a eobi 
veal-pye,which,with the pint-bottle— and that ecm- 
laisedLcberry-nbnHidy^^-^Flounce had provided for 
bar x>vB particular solace. 

Flounce at first affected a JunoJike jttdlgna' 
tion at the rape of the basket ; while in her se- 
ciet bosom palfatationsof delight reconciled her 
k) 'die .oliteage. But. as sb^ was declaring ber 
diqpleaanxe ef the monstrous nidencws, and enjoy<- 
ing, at the same moment, the sweet anticipations 
qf' saeb an ardent passion,. Andrew laid voracious 
htoM on the pye, which quickly disappeared, and 
be oonqaleted its obsequies by a draught fiom die 
bMbh 

^< Fm Agreat deal the better o' tbaJt,^ said be, 
as be coolly handed baek the badcet^n^bi^outtee 
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OTJBniiHri as 6he received it ; wd ageing the pye 
had disappeared, cried, " Come, come, Mr Wylie^ 
B0Be ai your tricks upmai traTellers. What have 
jroQ dme with the pye ?^ 

<' WkaA hae I done wi't ?-*-Put it to the use 
finr wlitch k was created. I hae eaten% and a 
very good coimmodity it was. The spice, I trow, 
wnma spaceH.'^ 

^^ WeM, to be sme, this is one way of nuildiig 
lovie,^ ssad Flounce to herself 

'^ It was a most merdfiil thing,^ resinned our 
hero, ^^ tha^ ye brought the pye with you,Flounce; 
for teaHijf the wind had so gaep about my heart, 
that I was growing fidnt.^ 

The nuKtifiAd Abigail sat amased, and at a 
loss whait to say oar do. Smnetimes she eyed her 
companion disdainfully adcance ; at others, she 
lodged into her empty basket, as if to asc^rtiim 
the actnd disappearance of the pasty ; and«n<m 
die darted her keen eyes fbrwaid, md desrajting 
her neck with irrepressible ir^, ga^e her head two 
or three Inisk shakes. 

<« What gars you snuff the wind at that gait, 

VOL. II. IJ 
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Flounce ?^ said our hero. " I'll buy you twa 
bigger and better pyes for't ony day.^ 

But the indignant waiting*gentlev(nnan was 
not to be conciliated by any such sordid prranises. 
Indeed, what woman, who beUeved herself an ob- 
ject of the most tender solicitude, could keqp her 
temper, on discovering that all the eagerness, 
which, to her fond fancy, seemed so like love, was 
prompted by a base and vulgar appetite to possess 
her pye ? Accordingly, during the remainder of 
the journey, she was both dignified and distant to 
our hero ; and when he attempted to renew his 
familiarity, after hi» hunger had been so effec- 
tually appeased, she repulsed him with indigna- 
tion. He was, however, rather iamused than dis- 
concerted by her scorn, and took fifty ways of tor- 
menting her, until^ no longer able to bridle her 
rage, she assailed him with «uch a volley of epi- 
thets, that, by the time they reached Chasting- 
ton-hall, they had come to decided hostilities, 
and she iwould not permit him even ta assist her 
to alight from the dickey ; the cobsequenoe of 
which was, that hw foot slipped, and she came 
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plump down upon the pavement, to the infinite 
diversion of the post-boys and of the servants^ 
who, on hearing a carriage enter the court, had 
come flocking from all parts of the mansion. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE RECONCILIATION. 

Foe gome time after Wylie had so abrapdy 
quitted the Earl and Lord Riversdale, they sat in 
▼idble perplexity ; a desultory conversation was 
maintained, but so broken, and with such long in- 
tervals of silence, that it was evidently the result 
(^constraint ; and that their minds were wander- 
ing to other objects of dearer interest. 

At last Riversdale rose to go away, without ha- 
ving once again alluded to the situation of his sis- 
ter ; and he was too much at a loss to divine the 
cause of our heroes flight and absence, for he was 
but slightly acquainted with his direct and plain- 
dealing humour to express what he felt at a beha- 
viour which to him seemed at once so extravagant 
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and ktexflSeMe. Nol so the Eail ; tlte id6» onee 
or twice oecuiredtoliiiiitkati^diewwiM goneto 
hciiig Ae CounteBB hexself ; bttl he sappiessed k, 
m the persuasioii that he would not renture to take 
10 gnat a liberty. It, however, had the eflfect of 
keeping him also silent; and perhaps it unoooh 
adously induced him to request Riversdale to stay 
dinner, with more earnestness than aaere poIttenesB 
jreqpdrecL Persuaded that Andrew was engaged 
on some business connected with the object of the 
Viacouni's visit, he was desirous that the leeuk 
ehoald be ascertained befiire they separated ; but 

4 

the mingled fedings with which he was agitated 
prevented him ficmn speaking on the subject. 

The forenoon was passed between them as fore- 
noons are commonly passed by noblemoi in the 
country. They conversed on various topics^ such 
as ancient thrones overturned, old china, battles 
lost, the abolition of the German Empire, with 
dissertations on the prices of pictures, interpersed 
with mournful eulogimns on the excellent qualities 
of deceased friends, and monstrous good anecdotes 
of the most ridiculous characters living ; but not 
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a iford arose with respect to that biuoness wbich 
had brought the one from Vienna ; and with the 
anguish of a secret poison> seardied and penetra- 
ted the rery core of the other^s heart. 

The Earl conducted his brother-in-law o^er the 
park, and shewed him the changes made and con- 
tanjdated ; and Biversdale, who possessed a re- 
fined and elq^t taste, suggested various improre- 
ments. Every tihing between them proceeded in 
the most urbane manner ; but ever and anon Lord 
Sandyford glanced his eye towards the grand ave- 
nue,- and made their walks wind among the grounds 
immediately in the vicinity of the mansion. StiH 
there was no appearance of our herb ; and when 
the first dinner bell gave warning that it was tune 
to dress, they returned together, both perplexed 
and thoughtftil ; insomuch, that had fhey been 
questioned as to the topics of their previous con- 
versation, it is probable that neither the one or the 
other could have given any rational answer. 

At last the sound of a carriage was heard to en- 
ter the portal ; and the Earl, who had by that 
time met Riversdale again in the drawing-room. 
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became pde and agitated, and immediately reti- 
Ked. SQ<m after, our hero came in alone; and ta- 
king a seat ahraptly without speaking, stretched 
out his feet, and lyin^ back in the chair, seemed 
to be gazing at the pictures on the ceiling, while: 
his eyt was constantly turning with anxiety to- 
wards the door. 

Lord Riversdale looked at him with the most 
int^ise curiosity ; but a feeling which- he. could 
not master deprived him of the power of qieak- 
ing. 

When Andrew had sat in this state for about 
fite; minutes, he rose and moved with rapid and 
disordered steps towards the door. In an izmtanty 
however, he diecked himself, apd walking calmly > 
back to his diair, folded his arms and looked 
gk)omily on the floor. 

Anotbc^r. five, minute passed, and he began to 
rub his hair wiih bis hand, and to beat with his 
heel ; at last he said to Lord Biversdale, ^' Dog 
on't, but this is dreadfu'.'' 

A servant at that moment hiq^pened to have oc- 
casion to come into the room ; and as he opened 
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the door, Andrew Mffted ^Wkd roslied tonwds 
iM but on ieebgwho it wm0,iie dtrmklmAy and 
walking to one <tf thewindows, felarodbefaiMd die 
ouxtaias^ as if to kide die emoit]Ofl'x>f las dkt^ 
pei n tro ei it 

^' YTkuhsre ym dene?'' etied Lovd Ri^eis- 
dale, alarmed by his strange and agitated nan* 

<^ Made a apoon, or spoilt a horn,'' w»s liMTiia* 
preMTe reply. 

" For the love of Heaven, explain yourself!** 
asdaimed hk Ldzdsk^, earnestly. 

^ When isy head'a retind agi&a in k$ right 
fMtsspt^ Then ; but hae patience ttU then,^ mA 
our hero, beocvBdng still mote sad mate agitiiled. 

«< I foiiw-^'' remned Rivmdale. 

^^ So do I, BO do I,"" intercepted Andrew, mn. 
ningontfroni behind ^b^eiirtain; but all at once 
cheddng hin6€lf,lie added, cihtity,«'^WhatMdioold 
I fear F I hae done bat what ^taty and honesty re- 
quired of me ; the issues are in the hands e# Pi^ 
dence^ and 4iiey eanna foe in better^ My Lord, 
we"^ twa look to foe racking ourselves at this gait ; 
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I ought to have mair confidence in both Lord and 
luidy Sandyfinrd) than to give myself up to a panic 
like this.'' 

At these voids, several belb were rung hastily^ 
and a bustle was heard in the gallery, which led 
tothediawing-dXMUB. Lord Riyersdale instinctive^ 
ly opened the door, and ablaze of l%hts was seen 
approaching. Andrew darted a hasty glance out ; 
and uttering a shout of ghubess and ddUlght, rush* 
ed into the gallery ; and in less than a ntini^te a& 
ter, returned, leading the Earl and Countess, with 
such a benign expression of satisfaction in his 
countenance, that Lord Riversdale often after* 
wards declared he had never seen any thing half 
so magnificent, a^d wondoedhcvwafigure ao mean, 
and a physi(^;Bomy so common, could bear the im« 
press of so much dignity. When they reached 
the middle of the room, and when the servants, 
who en hearing of tkeir Lady'^s anrival, attended 
with lights to conduct her along tike gslleiy, had 
retired. Lord Sandyford said, in a gay manner, 
which, however, became gradually serious and ele*- 
mted, ^^* What ^ pity it is that the mythology of 
v2 
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the poets is not true ! I should otherwise this night 
have raised an altar to Mercury, and instituted 
some social festival in honour of him, as Andrew 
Wylie. My friaid, you have taught me one thing; 
-—when we do an act of kindness, it is the bene- 
volence of Heaven directing us to achieve some 
good for ourselves. The partiality that I from 
the first felt fer you, and which dictated to me that 
interest I must ever take in your welfare, was the 
pure promptittg of my better angel to work out, 
through your means, the restoration of myself, of 
my happiness, and of this noble woman^s inborn 
latent worth."^ 

« Weel, weel, my Lord,^ cried our hero, hard- 
ly able to repress the tears of joy that were start- 
ing into his eyes, ^^ see that it be sae, but the less 
thaf s said about byganes the better; so, as the din- 
ner bell'^s noo ringing, wi*^ your leave to-day, my 
Lord, only to^y, 111 lead my Leddy to her 
place at the table.'' 

His Lordship instantly took the Countess by 
the hand; and with a look of thanks that was worth 
more than a thousand pounds weight of gold, as 
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Andrew afterwards said, presented her to our hero. 
Loid Riyersdale followed them mechanicaUy ; for 
the whole scene appeared to hun as something 
which surpassed his comprehensi<m. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



FATEONAGE. 



Although our hero, actuated by gratitude 
and affection, had laboured to effect the reconci- 
liation of Lord and Lady Sandyfinrd by the most 
direct means, and with the most determined ener- 
gy ; yet when the event was accomplished, it is 
not to be questioned that considerations less dia. 
interested than those feelings, mingled with die 
agreeable reflections which naturally belong to 
the success of a benevolent purpose. He could 
not but be seneable, that in their happiness he 
had obtained a fulcrum for the engines that were 
toraise his own fortune; and that in all probability 
he had secured the patronage of the Marquis of 
Avonside, as well as that of the Earl. But we 
should be doing him iiyustice, to suppose that the 
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permuudoii of this product any change in hie 
ixmduct or demeanour. H« had, as we have early 
insinuated, fbrraed in his outset a plan of life, and 
to diat he adhered vith the constancy and the 
seal of a character endowed with strong inherent 
powers and sensibilities^ the value of which was 
fiilly appreciated both by Lord and Lady Sandy* 
ford, in a conversation with Lord Riversdale one 
morning, after Andrew had left Chastingtoii-hall, 
and returned to London. . 

His Loardsfaip9 on veraaiting up6B his earnest 
simplicity and petmBar inunoais, observed, that 
he thought it was the duly equally of the two fk- 
mihes to unite their interest and influence for his 
advancement 

<^ I eKpeet^"" said the Countess, <« that my fa. 
therwiU toel the obK^atiba; but for Sandyford 
and mysdi^ he is our fiiend ; and we shall never 
insult the greatness c£ his mind with the offer of 
any iS^vonr, for we owe him every thing. Our 
part iff to promote his happiness and his honour.^ 

And i^ien, in the course of a few days after 
Mb eonvfrsation, the Marquis of Avonside came 
to p<»igrato]flte ibem on their re-unkm, the mib- 
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ject was renewed, with a dediaration on the part 
of t^e Earl, that, in a pecuniary point of view, 
he considered his whde fortune at the disposal of 
Wylie ; but he added, laugfaii^ly, <^ Perhaps if 
you knew the beii^, my Lord, you would think 
there was no great generosity in my saying so, 
t^ugh I do il^ with the most perfect sincmty.^ 

<^ Then,"" replied the Marquis, <^ I see what I 
ought to do-— I will take hkn under my owii partis 
cular patroiuige, and the first thing I shall do on 
my return to town will be to see him, and ascer- 
tun what he is fit finr ; and then the whole weight 
of my infiuence shall be exerted in his favour.^ 

'^ I doubt, my Lord,^ replied the Earl, some* 
what waggishly, for he did not entertain the most 
awful respect for the talents or the discernment 
of his Lordship, ^^ it will not be easy to ascertain 
what he is fit for-«»rbut he is able, I think^ for a 
greater office than I ocnceiye it is in your Lord- 
ship's power to obtain.^ 

^^ Lord Sandyford,^ said the Marquis, widi a 
rnann^ that he meant should be emphatic, 
*^ you have taken too little interest in public af- 
fairs, to know the extent of my influence with hia 
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Majesty^s govenuaeiit, and you leaa with too de> 
dded a bias to die Opposition, to appreciate the 
sort of talent requisite for office. It is not the 
splendour of speculative ability that we seek, but 
a. plodding industry, that never tires at its task.*" 

" True,*" said the Earl, " I have been some- 
what a truant in my public duly ; but your Lord* 
ship knows that were things properly managed, 
the opnion of the few*r-4nd the wise are always 
the few — would ever predominate.^ 

" I am not surprised that sueh should be the 
sentiment of a regular opponent to his Majesty's 
government ; but, my X'Osrd, as our political opi* 
nions can never ooalesoe, it is unnecessary to dis- 
cuss such topics,^ replied the Marquis. 

The Earl was tempted to rejoin, " Unless there 
be a change of ministry ;^ but he suppressed the 
sarcasm, and said cheerfully, '^ Well, I commit 
him to your providence, my Lord, and shall l<mg 
exceedingly tiU J know the rich effects.'" 

The Marquis of Avonside, who imagined that 
it was necessary for the safety of the state, that 
he should be always on his post, soon after this 
conversation returned to London, and immedi* 
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Sidy en his amyal sent ftor onr lierp ; far his 
Lordthip held it as & majdm, that eipedition wae 
the soalof buBineBS. 

. The penon of W jlie wm not ultc^etfaer un* 
known to the Marqnis ; he bad seen him £reqaei|t* 
ly at Lady San^fyford's parties; but notwith- 
fitondingy he was a little stsrtted irhen he saw so 
im%nifi€ant a looking personage en^ his Uhmry . 
AAer requesting him to take a seat, and when he 
had resumed his own chair at tiie writing-tabley 
his Loidihip saod, in the most oondeseeiidhig 
manner)*^^^ Both my Lcnrd and Lady Sandyfiurd 
have recommended you to me in the strengeat 
manner, and Lord RiTersdale also hai^ expressed 
the most earnest solidtude that I should use n^y 
influence in your beludf. Desirous to gratify the 
wishes of such dear relations, and to manifest my 
own high sense of yoiir prudence and seal, I harre 
sent for you thia mining, with the yiew of inqui- 
ring in what manner my influence can be serrioe^ 
aUe to your inturests.^ 

Andrew had some notion of the general dia- 
raeter of hk Loi^hip, uidthie short speech emi- 
bled him to understand it thevougUy. 
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<' I nn gwftdy obligated,^ yrwa has anBwei;» 
jfer Bttcli kmdneBS ; but I am no Mt to point out, 
at thk present time^ just to say how your Lord- 
ship^s great power and efficacy might be servieo- 
abte.*" 

<< I can oainly obtain for you a luerattve ap- 
pointment abroad,^ said the Mat^ii. 

^< That would be a great thing,'' iepli«d An- 
drew ; ^* bat as Tm of a learned prcfesston, I 
would fain gQ on ^th it^ ratlier than gang abroad 
in a situation wkearo I might not be able to give 
«ati|fiu$tion, and unght^ in conaequeBce, ^iffiront 
your LMdshIp, and thereby lose thai good opi^ 
niM, which h of mair Talue to me Aan gMJ" 

'^ You are a vary discreet young man,'' said 
tho Marquis, couciUated by the address with 
whidi this was said. ^* But in your profession I 
may have it in my power to assist you*'' 

V There can be no doubt of that, my Lord,-^ 
your LordiUp has it in your power tto be the 
maker of a man, whenever it stands with. your 
own jAeasure," replied Andrew, respectfully. 

The Mar^s nniled in the most srifUxnnpla- 
cent manner, and wiili an accent of the greatest 
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good bujnour, said, ^^ Then I can assure you, 
Mr Wylie, that I was never more disposed to 
make any man than at this time, only shew me 
the.way.^ 

This was coming e£Pectually to the point ; and 
Andrew, nwaice of the atact honour with which 
his Lordship redeemed his promises, said, *^ Fm 
sure, my Lord, it is not to seek what I ought to 
say in the way of thankfcdness, for this grqat pa- 
tronage ; but for some ona^ time yet, I pannot 
wed see how it may be rij^tly applied. Hqws? 
ever, if your Lordship, when I find a fitting ocr 
casion to call fyr your powerful succour, would 
be pleased to gie me a bit lif^ in the way o^ busi- 
ness, rU be greatly your ddWor,"' 

" Not at all, Mr WyUe, not at all; and I 
must say that your modesty and prudence in- 
crease my desire to serve you,^ replied the Marr 
quia. ^^ I will not, however, promise to make you 
my agent, while my old firiend Jack Docquet lives ; 
but he is now above seventy, and of an apoplectic 
corpulency. However, you may rely upon me, 
and whenever my interest and influence can be of 
use, freely command them.^ 
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This interview our hero ever justly considered 
as one of the most important events hi his life ; 
for the Marquis spoke of him not only as a pro- 
digy of prudence, but possessed of the most pro- 
mising talents in his profession ; at the same time 
declaring his own determination to patronize a 
young man, who seemed destined to confer so 
much lustre on his country. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



SETB08PSCTX019S. 



Fob a considerable time after the re-union of 
Lord and Lady Sandyford, no partictOar' incident 
occurred in the life of our hero. He continued to 
give the same plodding attention to his duties in 
the office of Mr Vellum ; but it was remarked by 
Pierston, who was unacquainted with the import- 
ant service he had rendered to his patron, that he 
seemed to feel more confidence in himself, and to 
moye, as it were, with a freer spirit in the world,— 
the unconscious influence of being sensible that he 
had obtained pledges of fiiture prosperity. 

With his grandmother he continued in the 
same dutiful correspondence, through the medium 
of Mr Tannyhill ; but while he cheered her with 
the assurance of the sunshine that Heaven conti- 
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nued to flhed «|m>ii Iik poroipects, he wrote with a 
tempertmoe and noderatioa tbat garee her no rea* 
son to si^pose he had met with any extraoxdinafy 
instanee of good lioartiuie. 

With Mr and Mrs Ipsey be had continned 
Sema Ub arriral en dte most intimate tenos. The 
relued Solkitir not only xeUahed hnmonr, Init 
w«a himadf a faumoiist, aad em hero liad A 
wi^ a plaie at Im Susday'a dnmer. The oU 
gCBtlaQan was indeed his ehief confidante, and bf 
his enpemsice eiMbliidhim to ky out the proceeds 
of his iaslairy to'lbe beat adkantage. On differ^ftfc 
o&cadonB, Andrew bad indated on xepayiii^ the 
moMy wbkdii was so generously adiraaeed &r hk 
«at-it; \mt Mr Ipaeynd eAm nefiised it in the 
aaott derided tni^nner. Ad^ the teeondUstion 
ef Loid and Lady Sattdyiford, faoweTer, pairtly 
with the idew of aniirec^ diariiargHig the ddbt, 
fait diifSfljr io eaprass the .ol>lig»tmit Aat he felt 
Unaclf mdev £ox tiie kmdaesa he had recri^v^ 
iimn Mr I^y, he pi»aMbed his loww^man with 
jiliaadseme^ieoe of pli^> and firem time to time 
MsHimied to -msfce her amall fue&aOfi of hnoe^ 
^dnohliehad dhsexved wee abwsl ihe oidy ani« 
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de of finely that she admiied; bat ladies^ in ge- 
neral, ^vliateYer ihm stoek and tastes may be, are 
particularly pleased with gifts of lace, especially 
Mechlenbuigli, Brussels, or Valoiciemies, when it 
has been smuggled by the donors themselves. 

By diese means, his dbaracter, without beii^ 
materially raised in the opnkai of his early feiendi^ 
was faDy estaUidbied as a young -mMa of good 
sense, destined to acquire riches. His grandnuv 
ther and tke schoolmaster, on the leoript of every 
new letter, were the move aad more pennaded of 
this, and that he would suxpass all their brightest 
hopes. This persuasion, however, was not finmdk 
ed on any thing he said, but upon tibe (Donstaney 
of soeoess which seemed to attend him, and alao 
upon some imperfect report of the company in 
whkii he had been seen by Miss Miay aiid Mary 
Cumonigliam during their virit to London* 

With respect to Miss Chmningham, fibin the 
time she had returned Martha saw her bat sri- 
^m ; and when she inquired occasionaDy Ifor An«- 
drew, it wais in a politer, but ftr less agieeaUe 
manner, than before her viedt to the metropolis. 
The old woman ranarked the daSereooe in speak- 
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ing of it to the master, but ascribed it to anxiety 
on her biother^s account, who, after his removal 
to the Craiglands, grew every day worse and 
worse, insomuch, that towards the end of the 
year his recovery was deemed hopeless. 

.Mr Tannyhill, who had ever taken the warm* 
est interest in th^destiny of his pupil, and which 
his situatbn as amanuensis to Martha tended 
to. foster, took a difFeient view of the alteration 
in the deportment of Mary Cunningham. Being 
occasionally' invited on the Sunday, evenings, to 
drink tea with Miss Miiy and the Laird, he had 
acquired a more distinct knowledge of the sort of 
connexions which Andrew had formed ; for he had 
led the conversation often to the subject, and it 
occurred to him that our hero, presuming on his 
old familiarity with the young lady, had perhaps 
too eagerly obtruded himself on her notice by 
whi<;h he had probably offended her pride, espe* 
eially as he observed, that whoi her aunt spoke of 
his behaviour in terms of approbation, she some- 
times expressed her astonishment at the means by 
which he had managed to get himself introduced 
into such fiiduoiiable society. 
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From sn attdaUe scdidtade ta lessen atiy pro* 
judice whidi he fthou^t advene t6 the gdod opi- 
nion that he Umself entertaiiied of b}3 ftyonritey he 
took every oppartunity of speikixig in the kinder 
manner of the affections and pmidpleii (^ Addtew ; 
andwhoiMttB Cumubagham otice happ^ied to siiy, 
a little petulan%, *' I wonder, Mr Taaayhill, 
what mAm you think that I care tQ hftm aboitt 
the oddii^ T lie mSdly nebnked h«T,^ obeervfaig, 
iku ^* yon evma, auiefyi Mm Mary» bof take a 
pleaflure to hear of the weU-^h^ of a parish 
hfdmP Te were brought up in the kmoeence of 
childhood togeidier«-«*ye Inreathed the s^loe pare 
h a k a nm e air^— pbeekad in die jsMie fwatane,*^ 
heard the eaime benny bMs 'm the ffir»B^»**«8tid 
gathteed the same summer flbw^^^-^a* tfahifrs 
which make up the ingrediente ^ a ehlMw th^ 
the kindty heart would nev^ pari with. Its so 
right of j€KLy Miss Mary, to spedc «e^ i^Hly of 
Andbew ; fiiv its my notion hei^U be ^ Ofodit to via 
a^ yet. Ye see your aunt, Mias Miqr, who is a 
most discreet lady, thinks batter' of the poor ln^ 
die, and i^ sure she has had but sma^ reftsen to 
do so ; for ye cannabnt iaind how whai ^Oap-. 
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tain, that^s now bedrid, and Andrew, were callants 
at my school, the dreadfu'* damage they did to her 
mourning, on account of that queer pawkie pyet, 
whilk was in the use and wont of stealing her 
tfazead-papers.^ 

" Oh,^ replied Mary, laughingly, while a gentle 
blush tinged her neck and bosom, and heightened 
the bloom of her face, " Til never forget it, and 
the sad hand poor Wheelie made with his task of 
fifty psalms till I helped him.^^ 

^^ Then,"" said the master, with guileless sim- 
piicity, ^^ what for. Miss Mary, do ye so geek at 
the honest lad^s thriving ?'^ 
.. ^^ I'don^t know why I should,^ was the answer, 
'^ for I^m sure it always gives me pleasure ; but 
nqr aunt has taken it into her head that he^s an- 
odier Solomon, and is constantly plaguing me 
about paying Urn a visit when he^s Lord Mayor 
of London. ''Tis surprising to hear whitt nonsense 
senable people will sometimes talL I dare say 
he^s a very kind and dutiful grandson, and in time 
he may return among us like the nabobs from In- 
.diA, with a heavy purse and a broken constitu- 
tion, and nobody in the parish will be better 

VOL. II. o 
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pkaaed.to see him than myself; but xeally^' Mr 
Tannyhill, I do not understand why you shoiild 
fancy that I canhave any particiilar intexest in 
the mattet;' 

" I'm very glad to hear you say so. Miss Mary^'^ 
repliad the simple advocate ; '^for I had a fear 
that maybe when ye met him at that ipnaad ball in 
London, he had done something that wasna just 
suitable from Martha Docken's oye to the Laird of 
Craigland's dochter.*" 

The blood instantaneously overspread the fiioe 
of his fair auditor, and deepened her roses to the 
colour of the ruby ; but presently recovering her- 
self, she laughed, and said, ^ O dear, no ! On the 
eontirary, he behaved fsa better than I could have 
thoughts— -I had no idea that the creature was 
possessed of half so much mother*wit. He was 
both better bred, and far more sensible, diaa any 
other gentleman we met diere.^ 

But although this conversation, on the whok^ 
^idbrded unqualified delight to the innocent do- 
minie, there was yet somethij^ in the behaviosir of 
-Miss Ciumingham that he could not comprehend ; 
and he set down her af^arent dislike to hear of 
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Andrew^s prosperity to that jealousy of adventu- 
rou9 talent, vhich aboutthis timebegan toenter into 
competition with the entailed gentility of those 
feudal relics— the west country lairds, not reflect^ 
ing that single women neyer think on such a sub- 
ject, nor even married ones, when they have many 
daughters to dispose o£ 
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CHAPTEB XXXVI. 

PABTNEBSHIP. 

Ik the memtime, Andrew was the frequent 
guest of Lord and Lady Sandyford, who conti* 
nued to reside at Chasdngton-hall ; and in his 
excursions £rom London^ he generally paid Mor- 
daunt a visit, who always renewed his wish, that 
he would allow him an opportunity to serve him, 
as if the unsatisfied feeling of gratitude was he- 
oome unea9)r. 

^ The timers coming,^ he would as often reply ■; 
^^ and whenever Vm of a legal capacity to, enter 
into business on my own account, 111 then make 
bold to b^ the hdp of your friendship.** 

The Earl and Countess made no professions 
They took up his interests m<»re earnestly ; for, 
ascribing their mutual happiness, entirelj to his 
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feadess and free integrily, they studied tbe means 
of promotmg his fortune, as a more worthy and 
delicate return than the sordid offerings of pecu« 
niary generosity.. 

But a< sudden event brought into play and ac- 
tion all the favourable dispositions of the friend- ' 
ships- he had formed. Old Jaek Docquet,. Solid-* 
tor to the Marquis of Avonside, expired, as his 
Lordshiphadanticipated, of apoplexy ; and with 
that punctual respect to his promisev which con- 
stituted one of the most honourable traits in that 
noblonan^s character; out hero wa& informed by 
eaqnress of the occuir^ice ; and that his Lord* 
ship's manifold and compUcated affairs awaited 
his acceptance. 

The habit of drolling with his higher acquaint- 
ance made Andrew often indulge himself in th# 
same humour with his master ; and accordingly ,. 
on gting to chambers on the morning in which he 
received this important infermation, he asked par- 
mission to visit his friends at Chastington-hall, 
and Mr Mordaunt ; at the same time requesting 
the advance of a small sum to account^, for the 
expences of his journey. 
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As'VellttBi vaB writang <mt the dnqUe, Ait^ 
dtew Hid, << I'm thliddng, sir, Aat maybe it 
would'be S8 weel, proTiding you w«re agreedbie^ 
that we should gang into partnership tliegiiEer.'^ 

The Solicited paused, as if he had been smit- 
ten with a sudden judgment, as Andirew himself 
described it; and said, ^' What ^ you say, Mr 
WyKe?^ 

<^ I was saying,^ resumed Andiew, ^^ iliat^may 
be it m%ht be as weD, if you would tak me into 
partnetship.'' 

<^ Pftrtaership r exclaimed Ae Sofieitor; '< why 
you know nothing of business. You have acquired' 
neither the requisite knowledge of the forms, or 
the substandals of the law.^ 

^< I didna say any thing about them, I only 
thought that if you weidd take me in ftr a part^ 
ner, some good might come out o^t^ 

Mr VeOum r^oiembered in what way Lord 
Sandyfbrd had saddled him widi serei hundred 
and fifty pounds a-year, and did not much Kke 
this proposition, on the eve of a visit to his Lord- 
ship. He, however, replied, in a calm and rea- 
sonaUe manner, " In course of time, Wylie, you 
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may pechftpB* have reason to eiqpect an interest 
along iritih me ; but at present 3rou nmst be sen- 
sibie that you are still too yoimg."^ 
> *^ Hr Pitt,'' TepUed Andrew, " wasna muckle 
older than me, when he was made minister of 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland.^ 

^' You do not surely compare yourself with Mr 
Pitt ?^ ezchdmed Vellum, petrified at the remade 

" O dear, na!" answered Andrew; ^^ I had 
nae sic thought. He was minister of three, king*, 
doms ; but Fm only wanting a bit share or.por- 
tton in your business. There's an unco difference 
between it and three Mngdoms, Mr VellunL.'' 

The Solidtor did not well know what answer, 
to make to this. He was chilled to think with 
what pertittaei:^ Andrew adhered to his proposal ; 
and, setnewhat eagerly, said^ ^' Pray, Mr Wyli^f 
has any body si^gested'this notbn to youH I am; 
surprised how it could be supposed you were qna* 
lified idready to take a part as prindpal .in my 
business.'' 

" rU be Tera plain wi' you," replied. Andrew ; 
^^ jvutacr phdn aaad'as pteasant, as. ye ace.wi' me.> 
Nobody said any tlnng to me on the subject^.nctt 
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did I aak the adyioe ci any body ; bat I dMNiglit 
ye wete yomsel by this time sensible, o^ the weigbt 
of my interest."^ 

^^ I have had reason,^ retorted VeUum> in an 
acute tone, ^^ to know that wdght^*" 

^ I thought 80,^ repKed our hero cooUy ; ^^ and 
I thought likewise you would consider^, I would 
therefi>rebe ircra glad, if ye would gie me a diort 
answer, as to whether ye will be content with me 
as a partner,.or no ?^ 

** Smne time hence, Mr Wylie, Ithinjk ibe 
question may be put with more proprietyi At 
present you must be w^ aware, that you are niet 
ripe for wJiat you proposed" 

^ Fm no presuming to sBsy that I am ; but, Mr 
Yellnm, a man wi*" money in his purse can com^ 
mand tal^its a&d.leaming,.th0i^h hehae neither 
himsel. There are plenty of well learned able 
young men, and some auld han^s too, in our pxt)- 
ftasion, whose he^ I can get wi^ thaukfulhess— 
they being without fiiends.*" 

Thb was a touch of policy beyond the utmost 
conceptions of Vellum ; and he said, in an accent 
of evident alarm, ^^ You seem to presume on the 
partiality which Lord Sandyford has shewn you,"* 
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- " No,** replied our heroj drily. " But I do not 
Me what that has to do with our present diBceurae 
—which was to. know, if you would take me into 
partnership?^ 

♦* Truly, Mr Wylie,'' answered the Solidior^ 
moderating his manner, ^^ you could scarcely ex- 
pect' an immediate amwer to such a propositidn."' 

^< I wasna expecting an immediate answer. Far 
be it frae me, Mr Vellum, to put you into oHy 
disorder or agitation on the subject ^ for if I get 
a favourable waft o^ -your good wiH, I can bide a 
wee for an answer, as- to the amount of the share 
that ye're willing to give me.'? 

Vellum, while he fait his lips with vezatum, 
could not refrain from smilmg at this ; and said, 
with his wonted worldly off-hand good humour, 
** Well, well, I see how it is, Wylie ; we are to 
be partners, and I don't think we. shall quarrel 
dbout the terms.'' 

^' I. diona think so either,^ rqrlied Andrew 4 
^^ and .as an earnest that I wasna coming all as a 
cess upon you, a' wi' the rake and no^wT the 
nhowel, I hae some reason to think that I can wy 00 
you the badness of Sir Thomas Beauchamp and 
oS 
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Mr Merdaunt, the wUIk wffl hdp to make the 
pot hail between us. And the Marquk of Avon^ 
side has this morning sent me word, that old Mr 
Docquet, his solicitor, has departed this life, imd 
that his Lordship^s concerns, which were in his 
hands, are welcome to my aceeptanee.!*' 

Veilum laughed, imd saidj ^^ And so with a& 
this in store, you have beoi slyly feeling my 
pulse. Upon my ccmscience, Wylie, if you are 
not the most unfathomable being I ever knew. 
However, to shew you that I duly aj^redate the 
importance of the clients that you are likely to 
bring to us, I will admit you at once to a half of 
our mutual business, and the ]partnership shall be 
dated from this day.'' 

" A bargain be't," cried Andrew, gaily ; add- 
ing, " And ye may depend on't, Mr Vellum, that 
the horse that brmgs grist to the mill is as useful 
as the water that ca's the wheel. ITl no trouble 
you with ony interference in the professional parts 
of the business ; but I'll ettle my best to gather 
wark for yiour head and hands.'* 

In this way the footing of Andrew was esta- 
blished in the world ; and Vellum, with his cba- 
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racterUiic promptdtude, then said, ^^ A ntunber of 
friends and clients are to dine with me to-day at 
Sandyford-house, and you must be of the party, 
when I wiU announce the connection that has been 
formed, and which, I doubt not, will redound to 
our mutual satisfiiction and advantage.'" 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 
ECOKokr. 

Ik returning home to dress for dinner^ oar 
hero reflected that it would be no longer respect*^ 
able in him to continue those parsimonious habila 
which he had hitherto mafaitained, and that al** 
though it was still prudent to adhere to an eoK 
nomical system, yet it was not fit he should coi^ 
tinue to present to his old friends that appear* 
ance of penury, of which he had not, without ob* 
vious reasons, been accused. Accordingly, he 
detennined to sacrifice to the opinion of tl^ worhl^ 
and aware of the character which he possessed 
among his acquaintances, he determined to suls*' 
prise them. 

In one of the obscure streets in the neighbour- 
hood of QueenVSquare, where he lodged in Vel- 
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lum''s private residence, he had noticed a bill in the 
window of a large house^ which had evidently 
been the abode, at one time, of some eminent 
and opulent character, and in going to Sandy fprd* 
house to dinner, he walked to examine the ne- 
glected premises. 

He found the mansion, without b^ng exactly 
old-fashioned, behind the present taste, but spa- 
cious in the apartments, and richly ornamented. 
It had, in fact, been erected and fitted up by an 
dd bachelor of an eccentric disposition, and who 
had indulged his peculiar humour in the style 
and decorations. Much of the fiimiture was so 
adapted, both in form and flace, to the rooms, 
that it partook o£ the nature of fixtures, and as 
every things was in excellent order, the house was 
ready for the immediate rec^tion of a teaiant. 

AndreiF was pleased with the general air of die 
wh<de, and amused himself with the surprise he 
would give to his fUends, by inviting them to such 
a ]^ace ; for the terms, both on account of the 
flituation, and the general singularity of the edi-- 
fice, were 'very low, and he determined at once to 
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lake it Accerffingfy, he went immecHiAtcly t^ 
the honse-ageiit, and settled the basmees. 

In his way to Sandyfbrd-heiise, he ctilled %% 
die confeetioiier^s who supplied the partiefl c^Ma 
fashionaUe ftiends, to secure for him a suitaUe 
housekeeper and butler. 

" Thqr are to be," he srid, " the T«iy best of 
thcdr kind The woman maun be used to a gof^ 
ted economy, but to the style of th^ best fi»mi« 
lies ; and the man is to be a gausy, middle-aged, 
staid, and orderly carl, who has fived wiAt W;hcM 
lor gentlemen o^ discrown and prudence. He'*B 
need a bit laddie to help hmi, but that miet him 
choose fcft himsd ; ye^U be sure, howerer^ that^ye 
get me folk that can be trusted, imd IHpay^heai 
the same wage that is pmdin the best houses; and 
yell lose nae time about this job^ for Li»n to. ha» 
a party thifr day month at dinner, for the ifhich 
you wiQ mak a^ preparation. Yell see ^hat^every 
dring is the yerabest o^ its kind; in shorty Mf 
Comfit, ^as ye say in your adyertising acoocuMS'of 
my Lady Thh's ball, and my Lord That's dbn^ 
ner, we maun hae a' the delicacies o' the seaseib 
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It^s my first dkner, and I would be alSN)ntit gai it 
was nae past oommon-^whkh it must both be in 
the rarity and the goodness. And FIl tell you aai^ 
other thing, Mr Comfit — ^thedidntiefr of the&rstand 
second course ye'll serve up on the finest ciiina, with 
a* the requisite appurtenances, in the best ordei^. 
For we maun first please the eye, and satisfy the 
mouth, before we play ony pranks ; but in the third 
course, and the desertj ye maun shew your con- 
ning-^baith in the viands and the vessda. As 
f(»rthe eatables, I say nothing, let them only be the 
rarest and the best ; but for the vessels, kmveft 
and forks, &c., yell go through aU tilie cmriosiljr 
and china shops, and pick out the queerest und 
drollest sort of plenishing thafs possMe to be 
had. Ye'll no \my\ however, f<* that would be 
teedless; but hire it, let Ae cost ^be what it 
may* 

These instmetions were ^romised^ to^ beoaiif^ 
fully ftdfilled; and we need not Add, Aat onlcM 
l^r luxuries, by those who are 8i:^posed able to 
pay ftfr^hem^ are never im London stinted in th* 
supply. 



vGooQle 



S28 CHAPTER XXXVII. 

ft 

No sunihr erent, in the higher sphere of the 
world of faahion,. had, for many years, excited so 
much speculation, as the idea of our heroes dixl^ 
Her. The guests invited amounted to twenty-one, 
and the majority were persons of the first rank 
and consideration in the country, actuated, in ge- 
neral, by the curiosity of the thing ; some, how- 
ever, were influenced by the persuasion, that, un- 
der Andrews's simplicity and plain exterior, ta- 
lents for business of a high order were concealed, 
and several were interested in the affinr, by their 
ddight and relish of his curious hmnoiu-. All 
agreed in one thing, that a dinner from Wylie 
must of itself be something very extraordinary ; 
and that in a street which none of their coachmen 
or servants had ever heard of, it could not fiiil to 
afford th^m much amusement, whatever the faro 
might be. A vast deal of talk was the conse- 
quence, and upon comparing notes, it was soon 
discovered, that the party had been selected with 
great sagacity ; insomuch, that interest began to 
be made for a place. J^ut our hero was inexora- 
ble ; none but his elderly and most distinguished 
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fUaids and acquaintances were invited, and his 
answers to the younger sprigs of nobility and fa- 
shion, who were continually boring- him for places 
at.what they called his benefit, was uniformly the 
same—" Stay till your betters be serv't " 

The affair at kst amounted to such import- 
ance, that the ladies began to lay themselves oul; 
finr invitations, and a solemn i^epresentation waS; 
Qiade to him'by three duchesses, four marchion* 
esses, five countesses, six viscountesses, and seven 
banmesses, besides the daughters of all orders oi 
the nobility, and ladyships of minor degree, with>- 
oiit number. But to them likewise his, answer 
was — " Patience, patience — cry a* at once, led* 
dies, and see who will be first serv't,*" This, how- 
ever, had no effect in pacifying them. 
. JW'henever he made his appearance at any par* 
ty, up came a flock of matrons^ and their goslings, 
flying with their fans in the one hand, and their 
trains in the other, to pester him for invitations 
to his party. Among others, the Dowager Lady 
Clacket was the iQost perilous and vexatious in 
.her importunity ; insomuch, that one night at the 
Duchess of Dashingwell's assembly,, he took her 
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Ladyship iuside, and oomjiliiaed to her in a i 
discoDflolale tone, aboat the pbigoe be soffiszedfin 
a^oimnt <^ his dinner. 

. ^^ IsH no a hard case, my Leddy,^ said hey 
^^ that I should be driven to my wits-end by the 
watomf about this Ut chack o' dinner? Every 
body bat you^ my Leddy, just wearies me out o^ mf 
sentes. Noo, this is vara hatd^ my Leddy, iox ye 
kea I hae had for some time a notion o* gidmg a 
bdl and siqpper, whereat yeVe to do the honouM 
0^ the meeting. I wonder how it is that tbay 
wimia be pacified with that expectation. ' But im 
resolved, if they fash me ony mair, the deevil be 
Vukei of ball of supper they'^ll getfraeme, or any 
odier civility, if I hear, after this night, atioAm 
word firae them on the sul^ect. Noo, as I oonsii 
der you> my Leddy, interested in this, ye^U no 
Ulame me, if ye're a^ disi^pointed; for what I 
would do, if the women would but behave them- 
selves, would be something, my Leddy, to be 
spdcen 6* when yeVe dead and gone.*^ 

Her Ladyship was won; and the whole £»* 
msiLeB of the party were, in the course of a^ few 
ttisifitee, quieted, and desisted fiimn their impcNP- 
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tnnity, under an assarance that Wylte waa* W 
gi^e a moat incmnparabb ball, and that Lady 
Clackit was to do the matronly honours on tha 
W^asicn. Some thought that Andrew had not 
made a rery good choice, but all agreed; tillat 
when it did take place, the thing woidd be -ea^ 
qionte. 

' While dnia annndeifdot "^as working to efib6t^ 
time ran on, and the day and hour of the dinner 
aniyed. Carriage after carriage drove up to the 
darkened ftont of our heroes antique mansion; 
and the moment that each succesaive guest step* 
ped into the hall, he was smitten with a convi^i' 
tidn that he had formed a folse estimate of the 
ftaat. The ball, it is true, had an air of mjosga^ 
laxity in its appearance ; but the footman, wlio 
gave admittance, was dressed in a remarkably 
handsome, but plain Every, and the general effect 
of the first impression was strikingly reqpectafalt 
and genteel. 

On ascmding to tibe drawing-room^ s^me litAi 
emotion of wonderment w»» excited by die style 
of the room. It was splendid, but strange— d» 
ftomitare was in an odd tast^, aad tba otnaments 
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were curious ; bat the general effect was good, 
and every one felt that he was in no common 
place. Andrevreceiyedhisiguests with his wonted 
ease ; but none of them were half so much sur* 
prised, both at the house and the company, as^ 
Mr VeUum. 

The admiration of all, however, was the dhiner- 
tafale. Nothing could exceed the degance, and, at 
the same time, the simplicity of the first and se-^ 
cond course. The service was truly beautiful, the 
cookery was delicious, and the wines were incom- 
parable. London had indeed been ransacked for 
them. The whole world could produce no better 
of their kinds ; and a sensation of wonder and asto- 
nishment made the guests look at one another, 
utterly unable to divine by what enchantment 
such a palace and banquet had been raised. 

At the third course, the mirthful knavery of 
their host manifested itself. Such a congregation 
of ancient and grotesque china had never been 
assembled on one board together ; and peals of 
laughter broke forth as each new curiosity was set 
down. 

" Ay,** said our hero, enjoying their amuse- 
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ment, ^^ ye ken I haena dkhes enew o^ ae sort 
to serve you a^ through alike ; so I thought that 
I would make up, according to my ain taste; 
something just as fine and gaiteel as could well be ; 
and ye see here such a show, as I am sure the 
Prince of Wales himsel, wi* all his fee-fa-fiuns, 
canna match."" 

But the third course was only the morning-star 
to the sun of the desert. The pagodas of Indift^ 
and the temples of China and Japan, and the pzo^ 
duce of all climates, seemed to have been laid im^ 
der contribution. In a word, the house, the treat, 
Jthe wines, and the master, were pronouneed unpa- 
irallekd ; but the gusto which pervaded all, was the 
most racy thing in the whole concern ; and the de- 
scription excited an inordinate expectation among 
the ladies respecting the ball and supper. It was 
agreed -among them that it ought to be a fiincy- 
ball, and Lady Clackit was authorised to represent 
the wishes of the'<;ommunity of fashion on the sub- 
ject. 

" Me gie a fancy-ball, Leddy Ckctit r was 
the exclamation. ^^ Do you think I hae lost my 
judgment? What would the neighbours say of a 

15 



vGooQle 



88i cHArcs& XXXVII. 

fmtjMO^ and «io-]]ke. qkiM^pjeradisg, in my 8ob«p 
tad methodicfd hqufie? — iio% no, my Leddy-— 
IUM sic flagaoea wi^ fi»e. I ju^t mean to gite n 
dflomt dttioe to .fifteen lads and Mtem lassiesH"*** 
1 flEy9»id JBoimberf^ acowtiy^dance ; and thare!s 
IhUindfiddkar in our p^ig^bombood* ijiBt has pro^ 
niiaed to come for ludf-a-croim, bread and obeese* 
tad • dMm ; and IH <gie you penny-pyes, ^(gs, 
^^txm^grBkfWl^m yeVe.waary wi'dandsg to Ua 
apiiiga»~-ra]Js^a£ncyrbaU t— Na» na, my Leddy^ 
unless ye oaa &iaef the ball likewbat I hae told 
yitt.«&.diir.8aiTow o^ a ball shall .be in my house.^ 

'^ You tmm^ he/m em^t,'^ cried her Lai^ 
diip. ^ YoaQoiild.neyare3qpect me,to.takeapfli$ 
iftjaiuiha.hcqi of a Aing as that ?"" 

^^Xhsm if ^e innna do% I assure you nais bifl 
or supper sliall beaten by me i and so I leave yHw 
4a«fctkVwi\your.ki]iiia^a and cromastliQ beat 
manner you can."^ • 

*< Mr Wylie, you hare used me v«py in,'' said 
her Ladyship, walking away in a huff, to decb^ 
agnnst^the ababby avaxidyMis wreitch, as she cafled 

JBut some of the more kimwing matiNma ^w^re 
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not taken in by her report ; especially his old 
'friend die Duchess of Dashingwell, who vent tp 
Um immediately, and proposed hesrsdf as the 
4nattDn, Lady Claekit having resigned. In this 
oar hero was fairly matdbed by the momen, for Jbe 
ne^er had intended to give any entertainment at 
«]1; and the whole, from first to last, was but a 
atrfttagemiobe released fiom their importunitiea. 
The offer of the Dudiess of Dadiingwell, however, 
was an honour of which he knew ike full vdiK^ 
and did not fer a moment hesitate. 

<^ Your Graoe,^ sttdhe, <^ kens the oondiiiolist 
and that my house is no usedtto the servitude of 
baUs and routs ; but if you will hae a gathering 
in^ Fm sure it wouldna become me to refuse. 
But my Leddy Duchess, I^U just hae the fiddler 
that frightened that weak woman, Leddy Claekit, 
and the penny-pyes, the eggs, and the strong ale-^ 
that's what yeTl get'' 

<< Oh, it will be delightful !" exclaimed her 
Grace ; ^^ it will be the most imique thing ever 
heard of. I wouldn't for ail the balls and routes 
of the season, lose sueh a treat. Do, pray, fix 
at once about it !" 



vGooQle 



S86 CHAPTBE XXXVII. 

*^ That I leave to your Grace^s conyenience,'* 
Baid Andrew ; << since ye will hae sic daflSn, ye 
maun time^t yoursel. I leave a"* the invitatbns 
<to you — only the number maun be limited to fif- 
teen couple, — in the first instance.^ 

The Duchess flew about the room, delighted 
with her commission ; and every one was anxious 
to be placed on her list ; so that when the ball 
•did take place, it was quite as extraordinary of 
its kind as the dinner. For Andrew, on consent- 
ing to enlarge the number of the intitations, re- 
stricted the selection to the gayest and most beau- 
tiful of all het Grace^s acquaintances. 
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